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Wankie disaster provoked reaction throughout 
the world 

Tbe Waakle disaster ID which over 400 men lost their lives as a result 
of u explosion la No. l Colliery, rankJ as the worst mining disaster in 
Rbodesia. 

lt provoked readloa throughout the world. Messages of S)mpatby 
poured la from aD quarters and included those from Queen Elizabeth, Sir 
Alec Douglu-Home, the British Foreign Secretary. the Pope, the Prime 
Mlaister of South Africa, Mr. B. J. Vorster, the Leader of the Opposition, 
Sir de VIIUen Graaf, and the British National Coal Board. 

In addition offers of help came 
from many parlt; of the world. Both 
South Africa and Zambia sent 
rescue teams to Wankie and the 
South African Chamber of Mines 
sent special ~tnndby orders tu 1ts 
mammoth R.ssno CX>O mobile rescue 
unit to be ready to travel to Rho
desia. 

The Zambian State Mining Com
pany. Mindico. said it would give 
absolute priority to any request for 
assistance required in the rescue 
operation. 

The Anglo American representa
tive in London, Mr. Dobbie Doh
son. sent R.s:w 000 worth of ven
tilation equipment to Rhodesia by 
air jllld masses of equipment were 
sent from all over the world. 

The equipment included ventila
tion fans. all sorts of transport and 
television cameras as it was planned 
to use closed circuit televi!.ion in 
the rescue operations. 

Strong support for 
relief fund -

Sbortly after the cllliMtn' at 
Waakle Colliery, a nld fuad 
was Id ap by the Pr'-"lt..ot, 
Mr. CHord Dupo& 

The Rboclal• GotaiWiidlt 
.... contributed R$1 eo 010 to 
the fuad and die Jlddsh GoY• 
miiiii!Dt R$43750. 

The tclevi ion equipment was 
ordered from France and again no 
political ohjcction were raised. 

A pecinl cameraman who bad 
been working on another disa. ter, 
was standing by in Los Angeles 
awaiting orders to fly to Rhodesia, 
when it was decided rescue opera
tions would have to stop. 

The Pre~ident. Mr. Clifford Du
pont, nnd the Prime Minister, Mr. 
Inn Smith. visited Wanlcie nftc:r the 
disa ter. Both were accompanied by 
the Minister of Mines 

While at Wankie the Prime 
Minister .. on behalf of the nation, 
expressed deep sympathy to all the 
people of Wankie and particularly 
the families nf the men who had 
been lost. 

"This great tragedy." he said, 
"has not l'mly affected Wankie, it 
ha 1..'8!it a cloud over the whole or 
Rhodesia and there have been re
percussions throughout the world." 

The Prime Mini ter went down 
No. 2 Colliery in 1970. On that 
cccasion he was accompanied by 
Mr. Basil Papenfus. Nll. 2 Colliery 
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They came from nine 
countries to 

Wankie 
Of the 426 mlnmi in Nu. 1 

Colliery when resnae opera
tions ceased, 36 were Euro
peans and 390 Africans. Apart 
from Rhodesiam there ,.en 
men from nine countries. 

There wen 91 Zambian.~ 52 
from M0f8111blque, 37 from 
Malawi, JO Tanzanians, 14 
Briton.~ 12 South African_~ 
nine from South West Africa, 
four from the Caprivi Strip and 
one from Botswana. There 
"ere 176 Rhodesians. 

manager. who wa among those in 
the mine when the disa ter occurred. 

The Prime Minister. accompanied 
by Mrs. Smith, attended the va t 
memorial serv1ce held at the Col
liery on June 11. Also present were 
the Mini ter of Mines, Mr. lan 
Dillon, Mr. Harry Oppenbeimcr. 
Chaim1nn of the Anglo American 
Group, and his deputy. Sir Keith 
Acuu. Chairman of the Wanlde 
Colliery. 

On the same day special prayers 
~ere said for the victims in ~.;hurche 
throughout Zambia. 

(Sec.,.. 5) 

A week afW the disaster 
O«Urred the President BMOUD
c:ed that other contributions 
had reached RSSO 000. 

The Prime Minister, Mr. lan Smith, and Mrs. Smith at the Memorial Suvke 
at Wanlde. The Minister of Mines, Mr. lan Dllloa, Is oa the left of Mrs. 
Smith. On the extreme right Is Sir Keith Ac:utt, Mr. Harry Oppenheimer and 

:.1 I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I e Mr. G. J. Uvlngstoae-Bie-vlns, the general manager of Wankie Colliery. 
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Prosperity of the country 
the President 

. 
lS 

The result of the Pearce Commission would have come os a disappoint
ment to aU responsible and fair-minded people in Rhodesia, said the Presi
den~ Mr. CUIIord Dupont, when he 0p2ned a new session of Parliament 
recently. 

Nevertheless, he said. Rhodesinns hod overcome similar disappoint
ments in the past and it was his firm belief that their determination and 
resourcefulness would ensure the ruture wellbeing and prosperity of the 
country. 

''lt is my Government's intention 
to continue governing firmly in 
terms of the present Constitution," 
he said. 

He was happy to say that the 
development and expansion in the 
country during the first 12 months 
as a republic, had been maintained 
in the past year. 

The past season has been a 
bountiful one and there had been 
record levels of production. 

The disposal of high agricultural 
yields would impose severe strains 
on the country's transport system. 
To ensure efficient and orderly dis
posal of crops, it might. therefore. 
be necessary to seek the co-opera
tion of producers for the introduc
tion of control measures. 

Despite high production levels in 
agriculture, the industry still faced 
a number of long-term problems 
which would continue to receive 
serious Government attention. par
ticularly in the low rainfall areas. 

Referring to the security situa
tion, he said that because of threats 
from Zambian-based terrorislo;, the 
Government would continue to 
maintain the security forces at a 
high level of efficiency. 

To ensure this. new legislation 
would be introduced to set up a 
Defence Procurement Board to faci
litate the financing of new equip
ment. 

A new Defence Bill would also be 
tabled this session to consolidate 
and up-date existing legislation. 

Schools enrolment for all race.o; 
was greater than ever and the Gov
ernment would continue to meet 
this challenge and at the same time 
maintain high standards. 

Rhodesia's republic status 
demanded changes to legislation 
controlling immigration and emigra
tion. Amendments to existing legis
lation would therefore be tabled 
during the session. 

Extensive amendments would be 
made to the Mines and Minerals 
Act to reconcile mining and farm
ing interests and to keep pace with 

increasing exploitation of the coun
try's natural resources. 

The Wankie Coalfield Act would 
be amended to allow for the aliena
tion of land within the surrendered 
area of the coa I concession. This 
would allow development of the in
frastructure necessary to exploit the 
coalfield to the best advantage. 

New sources of electric power 
were being investigated and studies 
were being made on the joint 
development of further hydro-elec
tric power station sites on the Zam
bezi River. 

ln the social welfare field, a bill 
would be tabled to consolidate and 
up-date Lhe Children's Protection 
and Adoption AcL 

Amendments to the Workmen's 
Compensation Act would allow 
increased maximum earnings for 
workmen required to be insured 
with the Workmen's Compensation 
Insurance Fund and would also in
crease the amount of compensation 
payable to injured workmen. 

Among other new legislation, the 
President listed: 

A Trade Measures Bill providing 
for metric standards of mass, length 
and capacity. 

Momentum maintained on 
dam building 

The International Congress of 
Large Dams had rated Rhodesia 
13th out of 60 countries in dam 
construction between 1965 and 1968, 
the Minister of Water Development, 
Senator Philip van Heerden, said 
recently. 

Momentum. be said, had been 
maintained during the past three 
years. Eight large dams and 
numerous small ones had been built. 

The Ministry was spending more 
than $400 000 a year investigating 
dam sites. Before 1965 the figure 
was $23 000. 

PQwer spending: More than 
RS23m. will be spent on power in
stallations in Rhodesia by 1975. 
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assured says 

The President, Mr. cwrord Dupont 
and Mrs. Dupont entering Parlia
ment for the opening of tbe new 

session. 

A Bill to regulate the operations 
of the stock exchange. 

A Pensions and Provident Fund 
Bill. 

A new Privileges and lmmunitics 
Bill. 

An Insolvency and a Liquor Bill. 
A revised edition of the Laws 

Bill. 
Revised legislation for nature 

conservation. 
Legislation dealing with slum 

areas and redevelopment. 
An Aircraft Offences Bill to pro

vide severe penalties for acts or 
attempted acts of air piracy or 
sabotage. 

Rhodesia to send 44 to 
Olympic Games 

Rhodesia Is to send a team 
of 44 representing eight sports 
to the Olympic Games at 
Munich in August. 

Thue will be ftve women In 
the team of whom the youngest 
wiO be IS. She Is the swimmer 
Chrlstlne Meal. 

This wiO be the biggest team 
Rhodesia has sent to the 
Games. 

www.rhodesia.me.uk 
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OPENING OF PARLIAMENT 

3 

TOP LEFI': A t~eneral view showina the 
aowd which waltbed cbe cueml)ny and 

Ctbe Guard of Honour. 

TOP RIGHT: Part of the mount.ed esoort 
formed by tbe B.S.A. PoUrc. 

MIDDLE LEFT: The Speaker of tbe 
Hoaue of Aasembl)' leads cM pro«.Uion 

at tbc openfD« of lhc new ses.uon. 

MIDDLE RIGHT: A dose-up of the 
Praideol, Mr. Oilord Dupont, ln

~iDa the Guard of Honour. 

BOTI'OM LEFI': 'lbc President lave:s 
the House of Assembly. 

www.rhodesia.me.uk 
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Britain changed course 
Prime Minister 

• In midstream says 

Opening the debate in Parliament on the Pearce CoDllllission Report, 
the Prime Minister, Mr. lan Smith, said that in the latter part of February 
it became increasingly clear that the British Govern.ment bad bad a change 
of heart and were planning for a negative verdict. 

The Prime Minister said that it would be recalled that Lord Harlech, 
one of the Deputy Chairmen, Oew to London about the middle of February 
and saw Mr. Heath. Shortly after his return be held a press conference and 
remarks he mode seemed to indicate that already the results were o fore
gone conclusion, even though the test was still in progress and, more signi
ficantly even though the two special ColllDlissioners sent out from the U.K. 
to assess the effects of intimidation had barely commenced their investiga
tion. 

On the same day that Lord Har
Jech made these remarks he had 
received a message from Sir Alec 
Douglas-Home ~king him to meet 
a British Government emissary in 
Cape Town. 

At two meetings in Cape Town 
he had met Sir Phillip Adams and 
th~ gi-.t of the message he had 
brnught from Sir Alec was that the 
Rrilbh Go\crnment considered it 
highly likely that the Pearce verdict 
~ould be "No". 

If this should happen the British 
Government would not feel able to 
implement the settlement-at any 
rate at this juncture, he was told. 

This. said the Prime Minister, was 
another clear indication that the 
British had made up their minds. 

At the same time, the British 
Government hoped the Rhodesians 
would not close the door on further 
discussions. 

Mr. Smith replied at the time that 
a "No" verdict would totally lack 
credibility in Rhodesia. But if the 
British Government would imple
ment the agreement, the Rhodesian 
Government would follow suit. 

If the agreement were not imple
mented the Rhodesian Government 
would go ahead and govern .. firmly" 
under the pre~m Ccnstitution. 

There was no question of the 
Rhodesian Government entering any 
talks to modify the agreement 
terms. 

But, despite the Cape Town talks 
and further correspondence, he felt 
the Briti!;h Government did not fully 
appreciate the Rhodesian Govern
ment's position. And so he sent the 
Rhodesian Attorney-General, Mr. 
E. A. T. Smith, and the Cabinet 
Secretary, Mr. F. Gaylard, to Lon
don in April. 

These two Rhodesian officials 
were left in no doubt that the answer 
would be "No". They therefore indi
cated what the Rhodesian Govern-

ment's attitude would be. 
A final and conclusive piece of 

evidence of the British change of 
heart was provided in a statement 
by Sir Alec Douglas-Home when 
addressing a meeting of the Foreign 
and Commonwealth Affairs Com
mittee of the Conservative Party. 
The Londo11 Times Of May 26 
reported this meeting as follows: 
". . . on the prospects of lifting 
sanctions, Sir Alec said that the 
Government had to consider the 
possible economic consequences. 
Although there might be gains for 
Britain from a resumption of trad
ing with Rhodesia, the inevitable 
reaction of African countries, in
cluding Nigeria and Zambia, could 
mean that Britain would lose much 
more in terms of trade and return 
on investment as a result of 'reven.e 
sanctions against the United King-
d ... om. 

Mr. Smith said that as the picture 
unfolded it revealed an "astonish
ing" story which compeUed people 
to speculate as to why the British 
Government changed course in mid
stream. 

The Rhodesian Government had 
tried to dissuade the British from 
carrying out the test of acceptabi
lity. But the British bad rejected 
the Rhodesian advice. 

It wns clear from the start of 
negotiations with the present British 
Government, that Rhodesia had to 
agree to the test of acceptability 
if progress were to be made. 

He quoted correspondence and 
written records of the early talks 
to show that both sides had agreed 
that the test should start soon after 
the agreement was signed. 

But early in December the Gov
ernment learnt "with considerable 
disquiet" that British moves were 
well behind earlier timetables. 

Opponents of the settlement here 
and in Britain made good use of the 

time between signing the agreement 
and the start of the test. 

The British Council of Churches 
sent two men to Salisbury to cam
paign against the settlement. It also 
produced a pamphlet urging the 
rejection of the proposals which it 
distributed in Rhodesia and the 
U.K. 

In London an organization called 
"The Rhodesian Emergency Cam
paign Committee" was formed with 
the stated aim to '"frustrate the 
agreement reached by the two Gov
ernments". On this Committee were 
representatives of the Anli
Apanheid Movement, International 
Defence and Aid. the London 
branches of Rhodesian terrorist 
movements and many others. 

The International Defence and 
Aid Fund, which was well known 
for its support of terrorist move
ments, sent out two London soli
citors who played a large part in 
organising the ANC campaign on 
a day-to-day basis. 

During this period money for the 
ANC came in from a number of 
sources outside the country, mostly 
through church channels. It is cer
tain that without this outside finan
cial support the ANC campaign on 
a country-wide basis could not have 
been carried out. 

"So here we bave the remarkable 
situation of a number of British 
organizations deliberately setting 
out to frustrate an agreement 
reached by the British Government 
with us-an agreement which by 
common consent was in the best 
interests of the Africans of Rho
desia. One can only wonder at the 
motives of these people. Wns it 
genuine concern for the well-being 
and progress of the Africans or was 
it their deep-sealed hatred of the 
whites of Rhodesia?" he said. 

Dealing with the future, the Prime 
Minister said no malice should be 
borne against the British Govern
ment for deciding a "no" answer 
was the best for it in present cir
cumstances. 

"We would indeed be naive to 
presume that the British Govern
ment. reputed for their experience 
and ability in Government, their 
diplomacy and finesse in negotia
tions, were incapable of managing 
an exercise such as this test. But 
likewise they should not take ex
ception to the Rhodesian Govern
ment's declared policy that hence
forth, when making our decisions. 
we do so exclusively on the basis 

(CoaCinued OD pap I) 
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TOP LEFT: Mm la:yln& an utra rail 
down the abaft at No. 2 Colliery durin& 

ft!c:ue operations. 

TOP RIGHT: A rescue team JOin& down 
the abaft OD the rapidly COIUtrUC:mf rail. 

MIDDLE LEFI': Rescue cenms c:ame 
from aU parts of Rhodesia, Soulh Africa 
aDd Zamb... Here some of tbe men are 
seen at tbe plt·head shonJy after some 

bodies bad bem recovered. 

MIDDLE RIGHT: The President, 1\lr. 
Cllaord Dupoof, watth~ ruc:ue work In 
propes~~ at tbe p.ll-head of No. 1 Colliery. 

BaiTOM RIGHI': When reRue open· 
tloas were stopped tbe entrance to No. l 
CoUier:y was barricaded. Af the barricade 
a YOUDJ widow pays ber last tribute to 
ber busbaad wbo was one of tbe mea 

lo.t in the dbaster. 

RHODESIAN COMMENTARY 

Wankie Colliery disaster 
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Britain changed course says 
Prime Minister 

Gold Medal for Bishop 
1be Bishop of Mashoaalud, 

the Right Rev. Paul BUJI'ough 
(56), has been awarded a 
National Fitneu Scheme gold 
medaL He rode 10 IDiJa on a 
bicycle ia 39 m1a. IS sec.-
10,75 min. iaside the required 
standard for mea aged 55-59. 

(ContlDued from pa&e 4) 

of what is be~t for Rhodesia and its 
people- no longer can we be influ
enced by the role which the British 
Government believe they have to 
play in sorting out this constitu
tional impasse. 

"After all, what more could 
have been expected of us. after 
reaching an agreement with the 
British Government - unless, or 
course. there are people who believe 
that we should give a'tlr-ay more, 
that we should rCJ)ort to appease
ment. or that we should compro
mise on our principles, which would 
lead to a sell out of everything we 
have fought for during our history 
in Rhodesia. 

"If the British Government, or 
any other government in this world. 
wishes to di~cuss with us any mutual 
problem, this year, next year or the 
year after. then we shall consider 
the request in the light of the cir
cumstances a they exist at that 
Lime. 

.. Meanwhile. we will get on gov
erning our own country and making 
decisions in what we consider to be 
the best interests of all our people 
- in precisely the same way as does 
anv other government." he aid. 

There was another pertinent fac
tor. This was that Rhodesia and 
the lives of her people and their 
future were inextricably bound up 
with Southern Africa. 

"This is where we mu!;t concen
trate- while admittedly keeping a 
dislant eye on the rest of the world," 
he said. 

This was not a short-sighted 
"laager" philosophy. It was a prac
tical policy based on making deci
sions to the best advantaRe or Rho
desia. bearing in mind the rest of 
the world, as did the British Gov
ernment and any other government 
worth its salt. 

Mr. Smith gave the promotion of 
harmonious race relations as the 
country's greatest problem. 

The Government would be fair 
but it would also be strong and firm. 
It would have no truck with current 
world custom of defying authority. 

He emphasized that Rhode~ia 
would be a country in which the 
law-breaker would come ofT second
best. 

"We Rhodesians." said the Prime 
Minister. "now know just where we 
stand. The British Government, in 

the light of all the other problems 
facing them. seem to have lost the 
will to settle with us. But. as Sir 
Alec Douglas-Home has admitted 
on numerous occasions in the past 
six months, the British Government 
have no power to influence further 
the course of events in Rhodesia. 

"This is the bitter lesson which 
the Africans of Rhodesia must learn 
from the abortive Pearce Commis
sion exercise. 

"The Europeans were prepared 
to make concessions because they 
knew that it was in the over-all 
interests of the country to obtain a 
settlement, but the Africans were 
deluded into believing that if they 
shouted 'No' loudly enough we 
would mak.: )Cl further concessions. 
I am afraid that they have lost their 
opportunity. Perhaps they will now 
come to realize the extent to which 
they were misled by some of their 
so-called leaders. Perhaps they will 
also come to regret having pulled 
the wool over the eyes of Lord 
Pearce and his colleagues.'' 

la fact he quaDftecl for the 
gold medal wbea be was tested 
for the bronze medal award 
for the four;.,nile walk which 
he completed In 5l miD. 

Bishop Bunough was an 
Oxford Rowlac Blue ID 1937-
38. 

More building plans 
passed 

The value of building plans 
passed for the whole of Rhodesia in 
the first quarter of 1972 was 34 per 
cent. higher than the totaJ for the 
same period last year. Plans worth 
RS23 897 000 were passed in this 
period . 

Development that is challenged 
Stftssing the aeed for an orderly society, the Minister of Local Govern

ment and Housing, Mr. Mark Partridge, said that to date la this country 
a steady p~ had occurred, within a framework of all poaible protectioa 
o( the rights of the individual. 

"This protection is seen not only 
in our courts, but in the upholding 
of primitive landholding rights and 
the protection of the population's 
health and the feeding of their 
children," he said. 

''All of this real and positive 
development is under challenge. 
because it has not been achieved 
within a framework of social and 
political organization which is con
sidered ideal. 

" At the same time. in other parts, 
particularly behind the Iron Curtain 
and in China and parts of the 
'freed' African continent, the day
to-day deprivation of the rights of 
the individual and the deliberate 
practbe of inhuman laws and 
systems passes unchallenged. 

"Yet Western stat~men in high 
office and leading personalities, 
members of nations or organiza
tions, who in the past have been 
bulwarks of indtvidual righl'i, 
remain horribly silent about the 
situation. accepting it. no doubt. 
beca use however evil and vile the 
injus tices these nations practise, 

they, or their supporters, arc too 
powerful to be challenged; but 
should there be some minor infringe
ment of an individual's rights in this 
country, then these same people, 
whom one presumes are leaders 
within their particular community. 
find it expedient to lean in the direc
tion of. or to go along with, the 
outcry which is immediately 
engendered. 

"This policy of expediency which 
has been practised by the Western 
powers has left our small country 
alone and almost unbefriended. 

.. 1 am sure, however, that we are 
all satisfied that the stand we have 
taken in these matters has been the 
correct one. Let us remember that 
it is not the beginning. but the con
tinuing of the same that counts. 

.. We have a grave responsibility 
to insist upon an orderly society. 
that recognizes individuals' rights 
and liberties. 

"We must have the strength to 
deal hardily and expeditiously with 
the demagogue and the rabble
rouser." 

www.rhodesia.me.uk 
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Old stalwarts 
up for 

sale 
Rhodesia Railways is offering for 

sale 36 time-expired steam loco
motives. "We're having a train 
drain," said a spokesman for the 
Railways, but he added their dis
posal would not affect Rhodesia ·s 
motive power resources. 

The locomotives belonged to the 
unitary system whose assets were 
shared by Rhodesia and Zambia. 
All of them were withdrawn from 
service some years ago and the 
majority were laid up prior to the 

'I'he 98 class which was manufac
tured by the North British Loco. 

Co. Ltd., also in 19U. 

division of motive power between 
the two countries. 

The sale comprises locomotives of 
the 9A. 9B, 1Oth IIth and one 16th 
class Garatt and were of British and 
American manufacture. 

"Some commenced working in 
1912 and had given excellent service 
for fifty years or more before being 

A more modem class was the lOth 
class shown below, manuflldured by 
the North Bridsh Loco. Co. Ltd., in 

1936. 

RHODESIAN COMMENTARY 

put to pasture," he said, "but they 
are no longer economically suitable 
for Railway operations." 

Their sale is being advertised 
locally and in South Africa. Asked 
if he thought there was a market for 
obsolete locomotives. the spokesman 

www.rhodesia.me.uk 
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The 9th class shown above. 'Ibis 
type was manufactured by the 
North British Loco. Co. Ltd., in 

1912. 

said there could be an outlet among 
scrap dealers, historical societies and 
museums. or even with municipali
ties wishing to equip children's play
grounds. 

Large industrial complexes and 
mining companies someumes had a 
use for them and they were often 
put to work simply as steam boilers. 
For many years the Victoria Falls 
Hotel employed the boiler of an old 
locomotive to feed its hot water 
system. 

The JUh class was manufactured by 
Montftal Loco \Y'lrks in 1919. 
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The search for a better and faster way to dry 
. ma1ze 

A research project was started 
recently which agricultural engineers 
of the Department of Conservation 
and Extension believe may have far
reaching effects on Rhodesian maize 
producers and agricultural machi
nery manufacturers. 

The aim of the project is to find a 
safer. fastt:r method of drying maize 
to quality standards-a discovery 
which has largely eluded researchers 
in other major mai7e-producing 
countries. 

Hub of the project is an experi
mental drier designed and built by 
Mr. Walker and Mr. Cocks. 

••The drier took us about six 
months to build, and we believe it 
is unique in ib adaptation, in that 
it was specifically designed for this 
project. but could also be used with 
modifications. for experimental dry
ing of other grain crops", Mr. 
Walker said recently. 

The successful. artificial dr)ing of 
maize was a problem wherever 
maize was grown. he said. Maize 
has a large grain and it was difficult 
to ensure even drying. 

"Maize. at present. is either left in 
the lands to dry naturally. which 
takes a long time. or it is dried arti
ficially. often at the wrong tempera
tures and drying rate. imJucmg stres-; 
cracking of the grain. with possible 
:subsequent shattering when the 
maize is mechanically handled. 

"Maize must normally be drit_'C.i to 
a 12.5 per cent moisture content in 
Rhodesia and, unfortunately, at 
present. although the correct mois
ture content is attained. the methods 
all too often produce undesirable 
side effects. 

"lt has been found that tempera
tures up to 43 degrees are ideal for 
drying maize. to eliminate most of 
the cracking. but there again. this is 
a comparatively low temperature. 
and the maize takes that much 
longer to dry. 

"However. in principle, if you dry 
the grain at a given temperature for 
a certain period, and then rest it for 
a period. this gives the moisture 
within the grain time to distribute 
itself evenly with the result that 
when the maize goes into the drier 

In the Unltrd S~tet lha ma:cnal h tildl with 
the [)q)arumn1 of Juuoe ... hue the ~qu red 
rqUtnltton IUic""'nt In l«nK of the Fore• n 
Aacnu Rqu .. rahon A:l nl the lthoclot.~n lnlor. 
nuuon Olhu. :ll: M.:ClJI Ttrracc Wnhins:on. 
0 C.. •• an a~n~ of thie RhOde"" Monttti'Y ol 
Information. ot a>a•lablc lnr ontptttlon. RqiJtn. 
non .Son not lndlaoc •rPrOnl by the llnlled 
Snt" Go•crnmcnt. 

for the next dr~ ing pericx.l, the mois
ture, being nearer the surfa e. is 
extracted more easily. 

''This. of course. is a preuy basic 
outline of the process. but what we 
are going to try and determine is 
the most suitable combination of 
drying rates and rest periods which 
will maintain the present high 
quality of our Rhodesian maile, and 
also be fast and economic to 
operate." he said. 

1 he drier operates on a system of 
individual compartments in long 
trav • which are moved. automatic
ally. in and out of the IX!ntral drying 

The experimental drier designed a.ad 
built by two staff memben of the 
Ministry of Agriculhm to help them 
find a better method of drying 

maiu. 

compartment. Each tray moves at 
a different rate. with the result that 
each ce'lmpartmcnt in the tray is in 
turn subj~ted to differing drying 
and rest periods-the trays extend 
on either side of the drying com
partment, and the comparments in 
the trays are thus subjected to 
widely differing periods depending 
on their location in the tray itself. 
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