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Massive progress if there is 
a settlement 

There would be massive progress in the development of Rhodesia if 
the Government was to reach a settlement with Britain, said the Prime 
Minister, Mr. Ian Smith, speaking to more than 400 people in Fort Victoria. 
Mr. Smith said a settlement was "desirable" for Rhodesia. But he added 
that the country would "get there anyway". 

"We are now exporting at a dis- the age for national service had not 
count and importing at a premium been raised above 25. so that immi-
and this has an adverse effect on the grants who came to Rhodesia would 
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Drugs in schools 
The Ministry of Education 

held seminars on the drug 
problem last year in all the 
main centres. 

Action committees were 
established, consisting of the 
regional education officer and 
three heads of schools, to 
explore ways and means by 
which schools could combat 
the spread of drug abuse 
among schoolchildren. balance of payments," said Mr. know they would not be called up. 

Smith. ..... .......... ~<~~ua==~~~o~·~~~·~l> ..................................................................................... __ 
The balance of payments was 

vitally important to the country to 
buy much-needed equipment. 

Security and prosperity for tribesmen 
"So if it is possible to settle then 

let us settle, because of the benefits 
that would come to Rhodesia." 

But the Prime Minister insisted 
that the country must continue to 
negotiate from a position of strength 
"because in spite of adversity we 
are getting stronger and stronger all 
the time." 

He told the meeting be could 
settle tomorrow if that was what was 
required. He would do that "if yo':l 
want me to sell out". be said. 

"It is a fact that Rhodesia is 
doing well. It is un~Iievable ~bat 
Rhodesia has done smce sanctions 
were imposed." 

Buoyant economy 
He said the Rhodesian economy 

was now "buoyant" and told the 
meeting it was important to Rho
desia to retain the content of the life 
of Europeans in this country, unlike 
countries to the north. 

He emphasized the importance of 
immigration to the future of Rho
desia. It had been shown in the past 
that for every European who came 
to Rhodesia eight to 10 jobs were 
created for Africans. 

This was one of the reasons why 

In the interests of security and of 
the prosperity of local tribesmen, 
the Government is to improve 
"administrative cover" and will 
accelerate development in the 
terrorist-affected areas in the north
east of the country. 

This information was given by the 
Prime Minister, Mr. Ian Smith, 
when be answered a question in 
Parliament from the leader of the 
Centre Party Caucus, Mr. Micab 
Bhebe, who asked what fundamental 
changes of policy towards the Afri
can community are planned follow
ing the security breakdown in certain 
areas. 

Mr. Smith said the situation arose 
from the infiltration of armed terro
rists who intimidated the local 
African people. 

The Prime Minister also told Mr. 
Bhebe that the question of "any 
serious incompetence in Government 
or on the part of Government offi
cials in regard to the breakdown of 
security" bad received continuous 
attention since the incursion began. 

"To date there has been no evi
dence indicating incompetence on 
the part of any Minister or any 
Government officials," he said. 

"No go" areas set 
up on border 

Part of Rhodesia's northern bor
der area is to become a "no ~o" 
area and some tribesmen will be 
evacuated, screened and resettled 
elsewhere to enable them to lead a 
normal life away from intimidation 
by terrorists. 

The Commissioner of Police will 
be able to authorize confiscation, 
seizure or destruction of property in 
the area if he considers the property 
might be used by terrorists. Restora
tion and compensation can 1» made 
to the owners. 

From the point of view of land 
and water the resettlement areas are 
superior to those from which the 
tribesmen will be moved. 

Protecting authorities have been 
given powers similar to those already 
exercised by regulating authorities 
to impose a curfew to ensure that 
innocent persons do not become 
involved in operations by the 
Security Forces against terrorists and 
to facilitate the apprehension of 
terrorists. 
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Immunisation 
against measles 

A country-wide campaign to im
munize Africans against measles has 
been launched. Tbe disease is one 
to which Africans are particularly 
susceptible and is a major "killer" 
disease among the indigenous popu
lation. Tbe picture below shows 
African mothers bringing their chUd· 
ren for attention at an African 
Council clinic near Salisbury. 
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Tribalism is the dominating factor 
in Africa 

The domination of politics in Africa is being superseded by the hard 
facts of economics, said the Secretary for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Stan 
O'Donnell, at a Rotary lunch in Umtali. 

Sp:!aking on "Changes in the 70s", Mr. O'Donnell said the attitude 
of certain Western Powers was quite different in character from the rush 
in the early 1960s to give aid to newly independent countries. 

Zambia had tried to take advan
tage of the findings of the United 
Nations commission on the border 
closure, but America, Britain and 
Germany had said they were not 
able to change their aid programme 
to meet new commitments. 

"This indicates that at long last 
the domination of politics is being 
broken, and is being superseded, as 
it always will be, by the hard facts 
of economics." 

It was stated in the 1950s and 
the 1960s that the panacea for all 
ills in Africa was nationalism, but 
tribalism was still the driving force 
in the continent. 

Tribalism dominates 

Drinking, loving teachers get a hammering 
"If you have internal problems 

in any African country, and you 
look to tribalism, you will find your 
answer. Tribalism is still the domi
nating factor in Africa, and not 
nationalism, as people 10 000 km 
away tend to think," Mr. O'Donnell 
said. 

Addressing more than 400 
teachers at a winter school seminar 
in Salisbury organized by the Afri
can Teachers' Association, the presi
dent, Mr. J. A. Gapara, appealed 
to the association "to knock some 
sense into the minds of some irres
ponsible teachers". 

"Some of you try to curry favour 
by buying us a lot of beer on week
ends. When you are present we will 
smile at you. laugh with you and 
drink your beer. 

"But when we are by ourselves, 
as parents, we will curse and hate 
you like a piece of dirt when disas
trous examination results can be 
attributed to your inefficiency and 
irresponsibility," said Mr. Gapara. 

Weekend picnics 
He also attacked young lady 

teachers who, he said, fell in love 
with local businessmen and travel
ling salesmen. 

He said at weekends they went 
picnicking with their local business
men lovers and travelling salesmen. 

"We see these things and when 
we complain you say we are inter
fering in your private lives." 

Mr. Gapara asked: "When do you 
prepare and when do you mark?" 

He said it was no wonder that by 
the time the children reached Grade 
7 they were only fit for Division 5 
pass which did not even qualify 
them to enter the Junior (now F2) 
Secondary Schools. 

Mr. Gapara complained that some 
teachers sent their children to multi
racial schools yet, at seminars, they 
showed great zeal for the education 
of the African child in African 
schools. 

Government loan: The Rhodesian 
Government's R .S25 million 4i per 
cent. three-year loan was fully sub
scribed immediately the lists opened 
in Salisbury last week. Holders of 
the three-year loan which matured 
on March 31, 1973, were offered 
conversion rights into the new stock. 

From the Scriptures 
Eph. 6 V1 3. Wherefore tak.e unto 

you the whole armour of God, that 
ye may be able to withstand in the 
evil day, and having done all, to 
stand. 

He added that there had been 
more than 60 coups in Africa since 
the 1960s. "These will still go on, 
particularly in the cases of elderly 
statesmen." 

By the year 2000, Africa's present 
population would have doubled to 
about 800 000 000, and a three per 
cent. annual economic growth rate 
was needed if the countries were to 
cope with the population explosion. 
The achievement so far bad been 
about one per cent. 

Financial care 
"I think that the changes during 

the 1970s will go on and they will 
be gradual." said Mr. O'Donnell. 
"There will be fewer coups and 
counter-coups, while countries will 
be more careful as far as finance 
goes and will ask for performance 
before banding out money, unlike 
the days gone by." 
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One school system for all is 

not possible 
U the Government wished to unify the country there should be one 

educational system, said Mr. Ranches Makaya in Parliament. He urged 
that the division between Africans on the one hand and Europeans, 
Coloureds and Asians on the other should be removed, and all taught on 
the same lines. 

Mr. Reg Cowper said differences in education systems existed in most 
other countries. These differences were essential in catering for social and 
environmental differences in pupils and he cited the gl'8DliD8I' and public 
schools in Britain. 

The mover and seconder had 
wanted education for all but univer
sal primary education was not yet 
provided in two European countries, 
and Rhodesia was only a developing 
country. 

The African education vote took 
up nine per cent. of the gross pro
duct and not two per cent. as Mr. 
Thomas Zawaira (the seconder) had 
said. 

Mr. Rowan Cronje said that to 
assess the African education system 
in Rhodesia it had to be compared 
with the achievements of other coun
tries - particularly other African 
countries. 

U.N.Conference 
He told the House that the aver

age for Africa of school-going chil
dren is 16 per cent-very low con
sidering the vast amount of money 
poured into the countries concerned 
by outside agencies. 

But Rhodesia had achieved an 
80 per cent. for primary education, 
and he congratulated the Minister, 
Mr. Philip Smith. 

Mr. Cronj6 went on to quote from 
reports resulting from a conference 
held in 1961. sponsored by the U.N. 
and Unesco and attended by rep
resentatives of all the African coun
tries north of Rhodesia. 

One of ' the conclusions of the 
conference had been the need for 
an educational system different from 
the traditional Western system, 
tailored to suit the economic and 
other requirements of those African 
countries. 

Adapted to needs 
With this evidence before them, 

he did not see how the African 
members in the House could com
plain about Rhodesia having two 
different systems - one of those 

systems being adapted to meet the 
needs of the African people. 

The African education system in 
Rhodesia was moving in the same 
direction as the conclusions reached 
by the conference. . 

Mr. William Irvine welcomed the 
motion, saying it was necessary to 
review the African educational 
system from time to time. 

But he said the effect of Mr. 
Makaya's speech had been spoilt by 
his seconder, Mr. Zawaira, with his 
insulting remarks about the staff of 
the African Education Department, 
calling them drop-outs from the 
European division. 

The African department had been 
headed by men of great ability and 
integrity who had made a notable 
contribution to the development of 
African education, be said. 

Expansion 

He quoted figures to show the 
expansion of African education 
through the years. In 1963 expendi
ture had totalled R .S11,35m. and in 
1972 it was R .Sl9,9m. The primary 
school population had increased 
from 590 000 in 1963 to 695 000 in 
1972, and secondary school pupils 
from 7 045 in 1963 to 29 012 today, 
an increase of 513 per cent. 

The African people would have 
to make a greater contribution to 
the cost of primary education, said 
Mr. Irvine. That was why African 
councils were encouraged to take 
over responsibility for primary 
schools in their areas. 

Mr. Irvine said be could not un
derstand why African members who 
wanted more money spent on Afri
can education should have rejected 
the settlement terms with the U.K., 
under which large sums would have 
become available for education. 

She paints life 
around her 

, 

3 

Rita Kajaks, Latvian born, who 
lives with her Gennan industrial 
chemist husband in the small Rho
desian village of Eiffel Flats, poses 
with one of her paintings at her 
"Life Around Me" exhibition in 
Salisbury. 

The African bush arooad their 
village home is rich with the creative 
ideas Rita uses to work with. 

Massive progress 
(Co•ti .. ed from pace I) 

The Prime Minister made one of 
his most scathing attacks yet on the 
Rhodesian Press, which he said was 
"crucifying us". 

On the case of freelance journalist 
Peter Niesewand, Mr. Smith said: 
"We touched the sacred cow of the 
mass-communication media. They 
burst into complete hysteria over 
this man. 

"But in 1969, Britain herself sent 
a Briton to gaol for breaching the 
Official Secrets Act and gave him 
23 years' imprisonment." 

That trial had also been held in 
camera. "So in comparison we are 
angels with haloes around our 
beads." 
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'Ibe Trade Spire bas become • strlklDc landmark 
In Bulawayo. 

Bulawayo Trade Fair brought 
orders flooding in 

As a direct result of Trade Fair Rhodesia in Bulawayo. 
orders are flowing in from all over the world, not least 
from countries which are prepared to run political risks 
to get their hands on Rhodesian products. 

The Trade Fair general manager. Mr. Peter Roach, 
said the general impression among the hordes of foreign 
buyers was one of surprise at the high quality of goods 
produced in sanctions-bedevilled Rhodesia and at the 
professionalism of display. 

Exhibitors proudly told anyone who wanted to listen 
that the sophistication of Rhodesian products has im
pressed overseas businessmen. 

With Rhodesia's present circumstances stressing the 
need to concentrate on foreign rather than internal mar
kets, the upsurge in overseas sales is particularly gratifying. 

Scores of exhibitors-many of whom were showing new 
products for the first time-reported that sales orders on 
the first day alone covered their costs. 

Many were taken by surprise to the extent that thei.J: 
entire stocks were sold out in one day and had to be 
hurriedly replenished. 

Home Furnishers of Bulawayo who won • trophy for 
the best suite of flb'Diture oo uhlbltion. 

Above: Sislll Products of 
Hardey won • cold medal 
for the best e:shiblt of tu:dle 

Left llDd right: 
Machinery of • 
great variety 11111de 
In Rhodesia was 
viewed with 
I1IJ'PI'ise IIDCI 
deiJcbt. 
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Autumn aun brou&hC crowds. 

Owmln8 emblems OD die ouDide ol tbe Nltioaal 
Muleama ublblt. 

Outdoor Uvi.. was emphasized In a number of dlspla)'l at die Fair. 
Above Is sbown a YarieCy of desipl for IIWimmlna-pools. Below b a 

section ol tbe Govemmeat JlllviiJon, deUptfuUy depicdna wild life. 

1be f-.o111 Jllllr ol dolpb.las from MaiCa pve dbpiQW at die Fair and 
later ID Salisbury. 
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Customs and beliefs of the African people 

The Man-and his 
marriage 

As we have seen, the tribesman 
does not regard himseU as an in
dividual as the European does, but 
rather as part of a greater whole, 
such as his family group or tribe. 
He believes that everlasting life can 
be achieved throogh the procreation 
of chUdren, for on his death his 
oldest son replaces him, taking his 
name and sometimes his wives, 
except his own mother, and even 
having children by them. 

The son, who succeeds as bead of 
the family on his father's death, is 
responsible for the debts which his 
father left, for the care of his family, 
and for the propitiation of his ances
tral spirits. Life is continued from 
father to son, and so he and his 
family travel down through time. 

A man must have children, for 
without them there can be no con
tinuation of the life stream. And 
because children can only be ob
tained through the reproductive 
powers of a woman of another 
family, his society, like ours, has 
established its forms of marriage. 

Between families 
When a couple marry, there 

springs up a very close relationship 
between their two families, much 
closer indeed than is generally the 
case in European marriages. In fact 
great friendship between unrelated 
families often results in their acquir
ing relationship through marriage. 

The marriage contract is between 
the families, not between the man 
and wife as individuals, but it is 
obvious that when a couple marry 
individuality must play an important 
part in their union. If they quarrel. 
their families may go to great 
lengths to prevent the marriage from 
breaking up. 

There are several forms of cus
tomary marriage, but two of these 
are no longer permitted for obvious 
reasons. 

The first is where a woman was 
taken to wife by her captor during 
a tribal war; and the second was the 
pledging of a baby, or young girl, 
for the repayment of a debt. Pledg
ing cases do still occur today how
ever. 

Lobolo 
The most common form of cus

tomary marriage which our law 
recognizes today involve the pay
ment of lobolo, generally in cattle. 
by the groom's family to the father 
of the bride. 

"Lobolo!" you say-"That perni
cious system whereby black women 
and girls are bartered! Slavery!" So 
it may appear to European eyes
but let us take a closer look. 

We know that a man must have 
children. And so it is that when a 
father accepts lobolo in respect of 
his daughter he undertakes to fur
nish the bridegroom's family with 
the children who are so necessary 
for a continued existence. 

In fact, in some tribes it is the 
custom that no lobolo is paid until 
the wife has proved herself by pro
ducing an infant. 

History repeated 
Where lobolo has been paid and 

the wife is found to be barren, the 
husband has the right to claim either 
a refund of what has been paid, or 
another woman of his wife's family 
- often her younger sister - who 
would be willing to bear the chil
dren for him. 

Where the husband is proved to 
be sterile his brother may by 
arrangement raise seed for him. A 
glance at history will show you that 
this has been done before! 

What happens to the lobolo which 
a father receives from his daughter's 
marriage? Well, it is equally impor
tant that he too has descendants, 
and so he ensures against the pos
sibility of having no grandchildren 
by using this lobolo to obtain a wife 
for his son. 

In fact it is common practice for a 
father to pair off hiS sons and 
daughters so that each son knows 
from which sister his own lobolo 
will come. 

Insurance poUcy 

Lobolo can therefore be regarded 
by the husband's family as an in
surance policy. It insures that chil
dren will be born to them to carry 
the family into the future. It guaran
tees other things besides children, all 
of which go to make a successful 
marriage. 

It assures good conduct on the 
part of the husband, for if he ill
treats his wife she may leave him 

May, 1973 

and he may find that through his 
cruelty he has forfeited his right to 
a refund of lobolo either wholly or 
in part. 

On the other hand, while a father 
holds lobolo he is responsible for 
the good behaviour of his daughter. 
If she is lazy, or a bad cook, she 
may be sent home to her family for 
correction. 

If she nags or scolds she might 
likewise be sent back to her father 
to learn how to behave. If she does 
not mend her ways there is a strong 
possibility that she will be returned 
with a request for a refund of the 
dowry. The lobolo system certainly 
has a great deal to commend it! 

Although polygamy is still prac
tised, many Africans of today enter 
into civil marriages solemnized in 
accordance with Christian rites. 
Even in these marriages however, 
lobolo generally passes between the 
families. As far back as 1912 the 
High Court of Rhodesia ruled that 
such payment is permissible in a 
Christian marriage. 

Custom tailored 
So, you see, there is no question 

of women being bartered in mar
riage for lobolo. The lobolo system 
was designed to ensure that man has 
life everlasting through the pro
creation of children-but wait! 

What about the fellow who comes 
from a poor family and has no 
means of providing 1obolo for a 
wife? Is he to be denied the 
pleasures of family life? 

Of course in modem day Rho
desia with its buoyant economy 
there is nothing to prevent this 
young man from going forth, like 

(Co•tla•.,. •• pale '7) 
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I Old Art form revived in Rhodesia 

Madelaine Pouter (left) 8Dd Cella 
Liversidge working in tbeir Salis
bury studio in preparation for an 
exbibldoa of 200 pieces of decoup
age art, probably the first to be 
produced In Rhodesia. Examples of 
their work are seea In the fore
ground. 

Decoupage, which means "cutting 
out", originated in Venice in the 
17th century and is the art of 
decorating surfaces. 

The art form lasted until the 19th 
century and was first revived in the 
United States in 1965. It can take 
many forms on furniture, china, 
glass, wood or marble. 

Madelaine Ponter studied the art 
in New Jersey, United States. She 
and Celia Liversidge have chosen 
wood·plaques as their medium and 
the subjects comprise biblical scenes, 
Old Masters, Africana, oceanic art, 
birds, plants and animals of Africa. 
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Dog impaled on 
classroom door 

Particulars of the violence and 
thuggery which caused the closure 
of African schools in one district 
during and after the visit of the 
Pearce Commission last year were 
given in Parliament by the Minister 
of Education, Mr. Philip Smith. 

Attendance at 15 schools fell 
away to nothing as a result of the 
attitude of a few disaffected parents 
and mainly because of the intimida
tion practised by organized gangs 
whose announced objective was the 
closure in the district of as many 
African primary schools as possible 
and whose targets were parents, 
teachers and pupils alike," said Mr. 
Smith. 

"Threats concerning the safety of 
parents daring to, or even wishing 
to send their children to school, 
were rife." 

Where the threats proved to no 
avail and children continued to 
attend school, intimidation intensi
fied and took the form of "brutal, 
if not barbarous action-the violence 
in several cases being aimed at 
teachers". 

Teachers were assaulted, several 
of them having limbs broken, and 
others were physically prevented 
from reporting for duty. 

A gang of thugs rampaged 
through one school, driving out the 
pupils. 

A dog was found impaled on the 
classroom door of another school. 

The Minister said 14 of the 
schools h~d reopened. 

The Man-and his 
marriage 

Dick Whittington, and earning his 
lobolo, but in the old days under a 
subsistence economy this could have 
been difficult. 

Tribal custom, however, was 
tailored to meet this young man's 
case and it enabled him to serve 
another man for a number of years, 
cultivating and tending the stock, 
until eventually his master rewarded 
him with the hand of a daughter 
in marriage. 

The story of J a cob and Rachel 
in Chapter 29 of Genesis is but an
other example of bow the ancient 
laws are still practised in Africa. 

(To IN co•lla•N> 
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African education plans exceed the 
dictates of United Nations 

Holiday peace 
The unprecedented tonrlst 
boom over the last several 
years has given a challenge to 
hotels all over the country. 
The photograph shows the 
peaceful setting at the White 
Horse Inn in the foothills of 
the Vumba Mountain above 

Rhodesian African candidates 
sitting Cambridge School Certificate 
examinations achieved better results 
than candidates in any other coun
try, the Minister of Education, Mr. 
Philip Smith, told the Assembly 
when he replied to complaints by 
African members about the educa
tion system in Rhodesia. 

The Minister said a comparison 
of results showed that at both "0" 
and "A" level, Rhodesian can
didates did better than British can
didates in practically every subject 
-and a higher percentage of Rho
desian schoolchildren succeeded in 
taking "A" level than their British 
counterparts. 

Replying to one African member 
who had commended the education 
system in Zambia, Mr. Smith said 
he thought it would be most unwise 
to follow it-in 1971 only 37,1 per 
cent. of Zambian candidates ob
tained a Cambridge School Certifi
cate whereas in Rhodesia 97 per 
cent. of African candidates were 
successful. 

He said Rhodesian plans for Afri
can education - universal primary 
education and secondary education 

for half the primary school-leavers 
- were far more ambitious· than 
those set down by a recent con
ference in Addis Ababa sponsored 
by the U.N. and Unesco and atten
ded by representatives from 59 
African governments. 

Importance of cotton 
"Cotton's importance has been 

underlined and so each and every 
one of us in any way involved in 
the cotton industry is in a position 
of trust. A trust to safeguard what 
has already been created and a trust 
to ensure that cotton continues to 
progress in every possible way." 

This is an extract from a paper 
to the Crop Society of Rhodesia 
symposium by Clive M. Webster, 
bead of the Cotton Promotion 
Council. 

Salisbury poet Ben Broughton 
Gingell has won a prize in the inter
national annual Keats Poetry Prize 
Competition. 

UmtaJL 

Range of wines 
increased 

Monis Wineries (Pvt.) Ltd., is 
planning a R.S200 000 expansion 
programme in Bulawayo. 

A spokesman said: "Our new 
premises will double the capacity 
of sparkling wine with natural fer
mentation. We hope to increase our 
range of wines with rose and some 
other special reserve wines this year, 
also the capacity for stock brandy 
blended with wine spirit" 

He added that another qualified 
wine-maker from Italy had been 
engaged. 
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