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75 years of Postal &
histo

THE first post offices were opened in Rhodesia on August

1, 1892, Prior to that, mails were conveyed by despatch
riders of the British South Africa Company’s Police, who
operated between post stations located at distances of about
50 miles apart on the old pioneer route between Fort Tuli
and Fort Salisbury.

Before that, an official runner route service was in opera-
tion between Gubulawayo (Bulawayo) and Bechuanaland.
An unofficial runner service was also organized by the mis-
sionaries and traders between Matabeleland and Zeerust.

The Cape Administration was requested by the British
South Africa Company to operate the postal services in

Mashonaland and the first post offices
were opened on August 1, 1892, at Tuli,
Victoria, Mazoe, Hartley Hill, Laurence-
dale, Salisbury and Fernspruit.

POSTAGE STAMPS

Postage stamps were first used on
January 2, 1892, but they were only
valid within Mashonaland and were used
mainly for fiscal purposes. stamps
received extra-territorial recognition on
August 1 and were accepled as postage
for destinations outside the country. Until
the arrival of the railway at Bulawayo
in 1897, the Zeederberg Coaches provided
the chief form of mail conveyance.

The Money Order service commenced
in 1894 and was a boon to all residents,
enabling the transfer of funds as only
one bank (The Standard) was in existence
in Salisbury.

The telegraph line entered the country

The first mail coach service, which also
carried passengers, was organized by the
firm of C. H. Zeederberg in 1891, Here
a coach is crossing the Limpopo River.

An artist’s Impression of the Transcontinental Telegruph Line in
operation at Fort Victoria in 1891,

at Tuli on May 28th, 1891, via Mac-
loutsi, and rnn‘;i_tmd Salisbury on Feb-
ruary 16th, 1892, The rates for trans-
mission of telegrams was cither 3d. or
6d. per word, depending upon the dis-
tance of transmission. The first tele-
printers were installed in 1934 and in
1960 the Telex and Gentex Service was
introduced for the first time.

The Cape Administration was also
asked to set up a Savings Bank which
commenced opperations on January |,
1905. Deposits were limited to £100 per
annum and interest of 24 per cent. per
annum was paid. Savings Certificates
were introduced in 1924,

Rhodesian Postal Orders were issued
in 1903, but were withdrawn ten years
later in favour of British Postal Orders.
In 1965, Rhodesian Postal Orders of the
punched card variety were introduced at
all Rhodesian post offices.

TELEPHONES
The first telephones were installed by
the Police and connected their forts to
Salisbury, Bulawayo and Gwelo, but the
Post Office offered service to its first
subscribers in 1898, when a fifty-line
switchboard was installed in Salisbury.
Inter-communication between Salisbury
and Bulawayo was introduced experi-
mentally on November 2, 1914 and for-
mally introduced in the following
January. The first automatic exchange
was installed in Salisbury in 1928 and
by 1934, Bulawayo, Umtali and Gwelo
were each provided with a similar
installation.
RADIO LINK

A Beam Radio link was opened by
Cable and Wircless on May 23, 1932,
which provided direct telegraphic com-
munication to London. The station was

(Contd. on page &
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Nature conservation stamps issue in September
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LLOWING the issues of the

Dr. Jameson stamp (of the
value of 1s. 6d.) and the Rhodes
National Gallery stamps (in 3d., 9d.,
Is. 3d., and 2s. 6d. values), a new
set of four postage stamps to com-
memorate the Natural Resources
Board’s nature conservation pro-
gramme will be issued on September
6 to complete the 1967 stamp pro-
gramme of the Ministry of Posts.

Originally it was intended to publish
a set of ten stamps to mark the flora
and fauna of the country, but it is now
officially stated that four only will com-
prise the “Nature Conservation” issue.

All four are valued at 4d. and the
subjects depicted and the distinctive
colours and other technical data are as
follows:—

The parrot’s beak wild gladiolus

(Gladiolus psittacinus) (orange);
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the baobab (Adansonia digitata) or
cream of tartar trec (brown);
the white (square-lipped) rhinoceros
(green);
the African elephant (grey).
Size: 41.5 mm. x 28 mm.
Mint Sheets: 60 stamps per sheet
Process: Offset Lithography
Perforations: 144
Sheet Control: 1A and IB
First day covers have been designed
for this issue and will be available at all
post offices at a cost of 1s, each.

A quarter of a million of each stamp
has been printed by a Salisbury firm.

(The Philatelic Bureau, Private Bag
199H, Salisbury, Rhodesia).

Traffic trends of
the future

Representatives of the City Engineer,
Roads and Town Planning departments
constitute a special working party for a
detailed investigation of traffic trends in
Salisbury,

It is looking firstly at the problems
likely to be met in 1986 and taking a
long-term view of the likely position at
the turn of the century,

Said a spokesman; “We have to face
the fact that we must live with the motor
car and we are trying to ensure that the
worst difficulties found in other countries
do not reappear here.”

Sweet smell of success: Many industrial
mrl'umcs for use in soap, floor polish,

ir lacquer and fly sprays are being
made in Rhodesia by a subsidiary of one
of the largest pharmaceutical firms.
Latest use is in printing ink for pam-
phlets promoting products with a dis-
tinctive smell.

Country-wide road
i ' improvement

The Ministry of Roads was
praised by several delegates to the
Publicity Association’s Conference
for the country-wide improvement
to the road system that had been
achieved lately.

An official of the Ministry repor-
ted that among new projecis was
one costing £90,000 in Wankie
National Park. Part of it would
be designed to ensure that Sina-
matella Camp in the park would
be open to tourists all the year
round.

The value of site musewms has been
proved at Zimbabwe Ruins where, during
the first seven months of the year, the
14,700 visitors reflected an increase of
50 per cent. over the comparable 1966
figures,
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75 years of Post Office
history

(Contd. from page 5)
taken over by the Government in 1949,
after which the equipment was replaced
with a 40-kilowatt transmitter which pro-
vided a telephone link as well as tele-

graphs.

Tgnl:' Post Office operated the first
Broadcasting Stations which were first
opened experimentally in 1932. Broad-
casting was properly established in 1939,
but was taken over by the Ministry of
Information in 1956, and later by the
Federal Broadcasting Corporation.

The Post Office provided many varied
services during the wars, and a large
number of s were released for active
service. As a result of the last war, the
use of the aerogramme became a regular
feature of international air correspon-

ence.

The Rhodesian Post Office was amal-
gamated with those of Northern Rhodesia
and Nyasaland during the Federal era,
as they were for a time during the British
South Africa Company Government.

After reverting to Territorial control,
the Rhodesian Post Office undertook a
number of additional revenue earning
tasks, e.g. selling motor vehicle licences,
business licences, etc.

After the Declaration of Independence
the production of postage stamps was
undertaken locally, the first stamp bein
the 2s, 6d. “Independence” stamp, whi
vlvgugs rel for sale on December 8,
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Strengthening
ties with
Portuguese

HE bond of Rhodesian-Portuguese

friendship was further strengthened
at Umtali when the Administrator of
Vila de Manica, Senhor Abilio da Baixa
Monteiro, unveiled a plaque commemor-
ating the visit 60 years ago of Don
Luiz Filipe, Duke of Baganza and
Crown Prince of Portugal. :

The plaque has been placed beside a
tree planted by the Crown Prince on
Au 12, 1907. It stands in the court-
yarsu:‘! Umtali Magistrate's Court.

The plague, which was draped with the
Portuguese flag before the ceremony,
contains an inscription in English and
Portuguese. Ay
Werc%minl the Administrator and
Senhora Monteiro, the Provincial Mag-
istrate, Mr. J. E. T. Hamilton, recalled
the Prince’s visit and the history of the
tree. He said its significance had been
forgotten over the years by all but the
oldest residents and it had once nearly
been cut down by a policeman who
thought it was obstructing traffic,

Mr. Hamilton continued: “At present
Rhodesia has its difficulties but—like the
tree—in spite of efforts 1o cut it down
it is flourishing.”

He added that the ties between Rho-
desia and Portugal were being continu-
ally strengthen and the interchange
of friendship and commerce was of
mutual benefit to both countries.

The Administrator said: "l think we
can rejoice at the manner in which dur-
ing the changes of the past 70 years we
have maintained unaltered the same ties
of friendship which have united us.

“I now also express the hope that
the good relations will continue and that
our friendship will consolidate on a
solid basis of good understanding of our
problems—many of which are com-
mon—in close co-operation and true
justice.”

The ceremony was attended by Mr.
Neil Grant, Secrelary for Justice, and
Mrs. Grant, Dr. Carlos Nunce Portela,
;nd the Portuguese Vice-Consul in Salis-

ury.

Industrial progress

in Gwelo

Industrial development is taking place
in Gwelo and there is an air of optimism
in the town, said the retiring Mayor,
Dr. C, J. Roux, The building industry is
picking up and on a working budget of
£3m., a sum of £210,000 willte spent on
African Affairs. In the past 12 months
the Town Council passed plans worth
nearly £500,000,

Minister would
bet in gold
nuggets

“The Government has the
grealest confidence in the mining
industry, and this confidence is not
based on hopeful conjecture and
the miner's natural optimism alone;
it is based on results.

“I have seen the figures and 1
would cheerfully hazard a small
nuggel or (wo thal if certain
gentlemen (1o use the Prime Minis-
ter's phrase) could see them as
well, they would suffer from the
proverbial 40 fits!™

{The Deputy Minister of Mines,
Mr, L. B. Dillon, presenting prizes
at the Chamber of Mines inter-
mines African first aid competi-
{ tons).

Exploited minerals
now total 57

Mineral production in 1966 was a
record, gold producers rose from 285 to
314, the range of minerals being ex-
ploited rose 1o 57 and more peaple were
employed.

The production for 1965 was almost
20 per cent. higher than the previous
vear and figures for 1966 broke thar
record,

The Secretary for Mines and Lands
in his annual report says, one of the
newer minerals to be substantially pro-
duced was graphite, in which mineral
“Rhodesia could develop into a major
world power.”

Ploughing contest 1967: The World
Ploughing Championships to be held in
the Norton district next year on April
26 and 27 has so far attracted participa-
tion by 18 countries. Many organizations
have already contributed generously in
cash and kind.

Manufacturers of chain and
accessories, Columbus Me-
Kinnon, gave a parly to
celebrate the fifth anniver-
sary of setling uwp business.
Left is the chairman, Mr.
W. Grant Muackenzie, with
the Minister of Labour, Mr.
McLean. *“1 still have faith
in the country”, said the

clulm-a: “with increasing
intensity. ; »

FOOD STANDARDS

The mark of the Standards Association
of Central Africa now appears on ecleven
different food lines. The range now in-
cludes meats, mayonnaise and salad
cream, tinned jams, jellies and marma-
lades, quick-frozen vegetables, mineral
waters, canned soups, breakfast cereals
and canned vegetab :

The Association reports that more
attention is being paid by food manu-
facturers to the desirability of impartial
objective assessment of their products.

Agricultural soils

Denying that most Tribal Trust areas
arc situated on light and poor soils as
opposed to heavier and richer soils, the
Minister of Internal Affairs, Mr. Harper,
referred a questioner in Parlinment to a
pedological map.

Much of the land apportionment
flowed, he said, from the fact that Afri-
cans traditionally prefer to occupy soils
that are easier to till. He spoke of the
high agricultural yield of crops obtained
by good farming practise on any reason-
able soil.

Pioneered chinchilla
industry in Africa

Rhodesia was the pioneer country for
chinchilla ranching in Africa and two of
the driginal animals, now 15 years old,
are still alive, said the Minister of Agri-
culture, Mr. Rudland, when he opened a
show in Salisbury,

Some indication of the rate of growth
of the industry can be appreciated from
the fact that over the past seven vears
the number of animals had expanded
from 800 to 25,000,

For young farmers: “! am convinced
that with our potentiul, farming in Rho-
desia in a few years' time will be able
fo offer a profir 1o the youngster com-
parable to that offered by commerce and
industry.”—(The Minister of Agriculture,
Mr. Rudland).
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Towards the year
2,007

Careers
exhibition
THE PICTURE ON THE

LEFT shows a Nursing Sister
talking to a group of school-
girls about a nursing career at
u cereers exhibition in indusiry,
commerce and the professions
held in Salisbury. Forty careers
were represenfed. Many hun-

dreds of parents and children
attended.

The sponsors, the Ministry of
Labour and Social Welfare, in a
letter of invitation to 8,000 families
in Salisbury, asked:

“Will your children be happy in
their work in the year 20077"

The letter continues: “Or is your
child likely so say ‘l have worked
for 40 years at a dull and un-
rewarding job? | wish my parents
had taken an interest in careers
when 1 was at school.”

A spokesman for the Ministry
said: “We are aiming at atiracting
parenis every bit as much as their
children. Some parents do not take
a sufficient interest in careers, and
this is something we are anxious
to put right.”

Among the careers represented
are the Defence Forces, the Public
Service and some of its specialized
agencies, engineering, banking,
nursing, mining, the law, jour-
nalism, transport and teaching.

A similar exhibition for African
school leavers and their parents
is being organized by the Ministry.

Chains of friendship
and Kkinship

“Let us hope and pray that the
determined efforts of the present
British Government, but not the
British people, to rust and erode the
remaining chains of friendship and
of kinship, will fail, and that these
traditional and natural links will
have survived the onslaught when
it is over." (The Minister of Lab-
our and Social Welfare.)

In the United States, this material is filed with
the Department Justice, where the required
registration statement, in terms of the Foreign
Agents Registration Act, of the Rhodesian Infor-
mation Office, 2852 McGill Terrace, Washington,
D.C., as an agency of the Rhodesia Ministry of
Information, is available for im?ectinn. Registra.
tion does not indicale approval by the United
States Government.

What happens to school-leavers?

A survey of all European, Coloured
and Asian pupils who left school during
1966 is being carried out by the Ministry
of Labour and Social Welfare with the
assistance of the Ministry of Education.
In the past week some 4,000 letters have
been sent to these young Rhodesians,
asking them to complete a simple ques-
tionnaire.

The questions asked are whether the
person who left school last year is still
looking for employment and, if so, the
type of job desired; if in employment,

the nature of the work; whether engaged
in a full time training course at univer-
sity or college.

It is hoped the survey will establish
a pattern of what happens to school-
leavers. The results of the survey will be
used in planning in the fields of educa-
tion, vocational training and youth
employment services.

A similar survey of African school-
leavers is being undertaken by the Minis-
try of Education through the heads of
African schools,
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