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Greater potential seen for gold belts 
There could be greater potential in many Rhodesian gold belts than 

previously thought. This is one of the findings of the Institute of Mining 
Research at the University of Rhodesia after only three years of operation. 
The Institute's annual report records that "there are several results of 
interest". 

Geological work at Gwanda and elsewhere has shown that gold-arsenic, 
gold-copper and copper-lead mineralizations in the ancient banded cherts 
of the gold belts are interlayed with the cherts. Up to now the theory was 
that gold occurred in fractures cut across the rock and these pinched out at 
depth. 

Termites point 
way to riches 

White ants have joined the 
labour forces of Tilcor, the 
Tribal Trust Land Develop
ment Corporation, and as a 
result of observations of their 
activities a number of gold 
claims have been pegged in 
the Midlands. 

These termites will burrow 
deeply into the earth in search 
of water and the excavated 
material which they bring to 
the surface for their mounds 
carry traces of minerals 
underground. It is believed 
that many of Rhodesia's 
ancient gold mines were dis
covered in this manner. 

Tilcor, after feasibility tests, 
have built an assay laboratory 
at Seki near Salisbury and 
field teams to put into practice 
the termite testing theory are 
being trained there. 

The savings factor resulting 
from this form of mining in
vestigation is reported to have 
interested large mining con
cerns. two of which have sent 
high-grade gold concentrates 
to roasting plants. 

M.P .s must keep 
order, says 
new Speaker 

Col. G. H. Hartley, I.C.D., O.B.E., 
E.D., M.P. 

farmer. soldier and former M.P. 
since 1962, sees his new post as an 
extension of parliamentary service
a concentration on the promotion of 
Parliament as an institution. 

In a Press interview he says he 
sees the job of keeping order in the 
House as really a task for the M.P.s 
themselves, but if M.P.s do not keep 
order themselves the Speaker must 
take action. 
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Wankie Colliery 
disaster report 

The main cause of the Wankie 
CoUiery disaster in June, 1972, caus
ing 427 deaths was provided by the 
failure to realise the danger of coal 
dust in the mine and the failure to 
remove that danger, states the report 
of the commission of inquiry tabled 
in Parliament. 

The report says the management 
of the mine believed the safety 
measures adopted were satisfactory 
and adequate. 

The commission (headed by Sir 
Vincent Quen~t) believed the explo
sion which caused the disaster 
originated in a shaft as the result of 
a blown-out shot, the flame of which 
ignited fire-damp. 

Methane was being encountered 
in the area with increasing fre
quency. 

Inadequate 
Supervision exercised by the 

Department of Mines at the colliery 
at the time of the disaster was 
inadequate. This was because the 
Government Mining Engineer resi
dent at Wankie "laboured under the 
grave disadvantage of having had no 
previous experience in coal mining". 

His situation, said the report. was 
such that he was unable to apply 
critical standards to the conditions 
be was there to inspect and report 
upon. 

"In this he was hardly to blame. 
Those who knew what his experience 
amounted to had appointed him to 
the post." 

The commission had some diffi
culty in reaching its conclusions. 

"Obviously, we could make no 
direct observation of conditions at 
No. 2 Colliery. The persons who 
were immediately concerned in 
maintaining standards and could 

<Co•d .. eol n am JNIIe) 

www.rhodesia.me.uk 



2 RHODESIAN COMMENTARY 

Regional authorities for two 
• provinces 

Regional Authorities are in the process of being established in the 
provinces of Mashonaland South and Matabeleland North. A spokesman 
for the Ministry of Internal Affairs said they will a.llect the Tribal Trust 
Lands and African Purchase Lands in the administrative districts of the two 
provinces. 

Their powers wiU include responsibility for education, health and the 
development of the region. They wiU, however, take care not to do what the 
African Councils are already doing, unless it is a matter of co-ordinating 
the work of more than one councU. 

The Regional Authority would be 
concerned in the building of a tarred 
road which passed through more 
than one council area, for example, 
but each council would retain its 
power to build its own roads. 

The Authorities will have the 
power of taxation and will be able 
to use it on a differential basis so 
that a part of the region can be 
taxed for its own development. 

The Provincial Assembly of 
Chiefs of each of the provinces 
concerned will choose members of 
the Authority on the basis of one 
chief from each administrative dis
trict in the province. 

Training 
There will be two other members, 

one of whom will be chosen from 
the council chairmen of all the 
Tribal Trust Lands in the province, 
the other from the council chairmen 
of the African Purchase Lands. 

They will be guided in their work 
by the Provincial Commissioners 
and a District Commissioner will be 
assigned to give day-to-day advice. 

land North Authority will be based 
at Kayisa Training Institute at 
Ntabazinduna. 

The establishment of t h e s e 
Authorities will further the Govern
ment's policy of decentralization, as 
they will take over from Govern
ment to a large extent in the run
ning of the African areas. 

They will be responsible for the 
payment of teachers' salaries, for 
example, and they will co-ordinate 
work on projects such as dam and 
road building and the provision of 
power - unless the ministries con
cerned are directly engaged in the 
projects. 

Broader' thinking 
It is hoped that the example set 

by the Regional Authorities will 
educate Africans into thinking on a 
broader basis than their own tribal 
or council area. 

The Regional Authorities will be 
in their infancy and their effective
ness may be limited at first. but will 
improve as they come to understand 
their duties and powers more fully. 

Farms for 
Africans 

April, 1973 

The Ministry of Agricul· 
ture's Branch of Agricultural 
Land Settlement is offering for 
allocation 52 African purchase 
land farms totalling almost 
26 000 ha, the largest number 
of farms to be made available 
in recent years. 

The farms are all considered 
to be viable units ranging in 
size from 34 ha to 2 727 ha. 

A spokesman said appli· 
cants were expected to make a 
detailed personal examination 
of holdings for which they 
applied. An applicant would 
only be considered for one 
holding, but he could list 
several in order of preference. 

Wankie Colliery report 
(Coalia•ed from pa1e 1) 

have told us of them were lost in 
the accident." 

Contraventions of the mining 
and explosives regulations occurred 
before the disaster and should have 
been noticed by the Department of 
Mining Engineering and appropriate 
action taken. 

The commission recommends that 
many of the provisions of the South 
African Mines and Works Act be 
introduced into the Rhodesian Act. 

"We recommend that the regula
tions relating to coal mines should 
form a separate and distinct part of 
the mining regulations." 

When the members have been 
chosen, they will go on a training 
course. 

Rural local government is on_ the move 

They will also visit all the African 
Councils in their own regions. 

Headquarters 
The headquarters of the Mashona

land South Authority will be in the 
Seki Chiefs Hall complex in Seki 
Tribal Trust Land. The Matabele-

Capital's civic centre 
After a 15-year delay work on the 

first phase of the Salisbury Civic 
Centre has started. It will eventually 
house all the Council's departments 
under one roof and will take five 
years to complete. 

The need for a good supply of 
young men to enter a career in rural 
local government was emphasised 
by Mr. W. D. Pearson, secretary 
of the Association of Rural Coun· 
cils, speaking at the annual con· 
ference in Bulawayo. 

Reliance at present was on the 
unqualified professional running the 
affairs of councils often without pre· 
vious experience. 

"But the association is working 
on a scheme of training which, with 
assistance, we hope we will be able 
to put forward as a programme to 
be adopted by present council staff 
and new entrants to the service". 

Mr. Pearson said the setting up of 
rural councils has been referred to 
as the grassroots of government. 

"I believe this is already changing 
and will change further as time 
passes. Rural councils are govern· 
ment," he said. "and very much the 
democratic form thereof, for it is 
rule by the people." 

Mr. Pearson listed the develop
ment of rural councils in Rhodesia. 
and the role they played. 

There are 43 councils, covering all 
the European areas of Rhodesia, 
except four cities, three municipali· 
ties, four towns and two local 
boards. 

The rural councils administer 12 
designated areas (towns), 31 villages 
or small urban communities, 20 
African township beer halls. sports 
and welfare centres and the neces
sary attendant services. 
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Mercy mission-step by step 

Irene (13) was found in an uncon
scious condition by a Patrol Officer 
of the B.S.A. Police when he visited 
her village in the Sipolilo area on 
the northern border. 

A medical unit of the Security 
Forces was contacted and the 
child's temperature was reduced. 

A helicopter was then called and 
Irene was flown to a mission near 
Chirundu and here tests confirmed 
she had cerebral malaria, but the 
need for more extensive treatment 
took her to Kariba Hospital where 
she fully recovered. 

Government and banks 
get together 

The inauguration of the Rho
desian Institute of Bankers was a 
milestone in the country's economic 
history the Prime Minister, Mr. Ian 
Smith, told leading bankers in Salis
bury at a dinner given by the insti
tute. 

He said Rhodesian banking had 
passed through a testing decade 
from the break-up of the Federa
tion to UDI and the problems 
created by financial sanctions -
"with full honours". 

The assets of the commercial 
banks. accepting and discounting 
houses and other financial institu
tions had increased from R.$273 
million in 1965 to over R.$683 mil· 
lion today. 

Of "the most severe drought our 
country has ever known", he said: 
"The Government and banks have 
to get together and see the farmers 
through this predicament. We have 
to see the whole country through 
this testing period." 

lrene sits up in bed at Kariba 
Hospital in the presence of members 
of staff and two of the men of the 
security forces who helped to save 

her life. 

Bravery award to 
schoolboy 

A Salisbury schoolboy, 17-year
old Roland Ketb who bas been 
awarded the Meritorious Conduct 
Medal, is the youngest ever reci
pient. 

While on a fishing trip off the 
Mozambique coast Roland Keth 
and Andrew Kimble had tried to 
swim to shore to raise the alarm 
after their fishing boat had found
erect with Roland's father, two 
uncles and a sister on board. 

When heavy seas got up, Roland 
supported Andrew until they were 
rescued. The occupants of the boat 
were also rescued. 

The two boys were in the water 
for nearly five hours. 
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Tobacco looking 
good 

A very confident outlook for 
tobacco production both in the 
short and medium term was 
forecast by Mr. Vie Hurley, 
president of the Rhodesia 
Tobacco Association. 

Rhodesia's importance inter
nationally in tobacco, he said. 
was as an exporter of flue
cured quality Virginia tobacco 
and production has dropped 
in some producing countries 
which are reporting an 
increase in domestic demand. 

These factors have resulted 
in a general price increase. 

Development brings 
security 

Senator Chief Kayisa Ndiweni of 
Ntabazinduna in Matabeleland -
who said he supported the Govern
ment's policy of provincialization 
from the start and that he had the 
support of other chiefs throughout 
the country - thought the new set
up would give Africans a sense of 
security and encourage them to 
acquire property by investment in 
their own areas. 

The development of the Tribal 
Trust areas would be accelerated. 

"When development is encouraged 
in any area, people begin to feel a 
sense of security. They stop think· 
ing that they may be moved to other 
areas and begin to acquire pro
perty. 

Chief Ndiweni said it was the 
wish of African chiefs that their 
people be represented in Central 
Government and the creation of 
regional authorities should not be 
taken as a means of taking away 
that right from them. 

African councils throughout the 
country would also remain, he said. 
''They have done a good job and 
there is no intention of having them 
dissolved." 

Output up R.$40m.: The total 
value of building output in both the 
public and private sector between 
1962 to 1971 increased by 147 per 
cent. from R.S27m. to S67m. 

Airflo Ltd. has begun production 
of the country's first reinforced 
fibreglass propeller fans for wall and 
roof ventilators. 
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(Picture below) 

A fund raising 
cake 

The Minister of Lands, 
Senator Pbilip van Heerde~ 
b!lught the fiqt ticket in a 
c'3k.e t-atfle for the Terrorist 
Yictims Relief Fund. Hold
iPg the cake i~ Mr.s • .m~ van 
Erp (wife of a Mashonaland 
1 ands Inspector) who 
btiked it and iced it "ith the 
crests of the Land Inspec
torate, Department of 
National Parks and WUd 
Life Management and 
National Resources Board. 
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Below: At Karoi, Colonel Everard 
met another large gathering of 
farmers and their wives. 

April, 1973 

Border people 
thanked 

The Acting President, Lt.-Col. 
H. B. Everard (second from the 
right) visited Karoi and Sinoia in 
the north-eastern areas to thank the 
locsl people for their vigilance and 
courage in the recent terrorist incur
sions there. 

Left: Colonel Everard is speaking 
to Mr. Roy Struthers (on crutches) 
and, behind him, Mr. Peter Flana
gan, both of whom were wounded in 
engagements with terrorists. Far 
left is Mrs. Struthers and extreme 
right Mr. Stanley Fynes-Clinton, 
District Commissioner at Sinoia. 

Churchill scholarship 
renewed 

A Bulawayo schoolboy, Julian 
Posen (17) has been awarded the 
coveted Churchill Scholarship. He 
will study medicine. 

The scholarship, open to students 
all over the world, was first intro
duced to this country in 1965 but 
has lain dormant since then. The 
value is R.S 1 200 and is for use 
exclusively at the University of Rho
desia unless the university cannot 
offer the oourse chosen, in which 
case the student may go to a uni
versity in South Africa. 

The financing of the scholarship 
was by public subscription. 

From the Scriptures 
2 Tiro. 1 v 7: For God hath not 

given us the spirit of fear; but of 
power, and of love, and of a sound 
mind. 
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National titles for ploughmen 

It w1111 third time lucky for ll-year-old Mike W1lliams when 
he woo the 1973 Rhodesia National plooabiD8 cbampionship 
at Marandellas. He becomes eUgible to compete in the world 
championships in Wexford, l.rehlnd, in October, together with 
tbe nmner-up, W. Hanoox, Department oo Research and 
Spedalillt Servkes, Cblbero Agricultural College. 

BELOW: This African ploughman was a member of the 
winning team and is seen talking to the Prime Minister. 

ABOVE: In the women's section this girl was 
competing for the Queen of the Furrow title. 

BELOW: This fourteen-year-<>ld boy was the 
youngest competitor lly far. 

Another African ploughman concentrates on the 
job with Mr. lan Smith looldne on. 
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Customs and beliefs of the African people The Tribal Appeal Court sits at Gwelo. On the bendl 
are (left to right) Olief Mataruse, Senator Chief 
Sogwala and Chief CbiwundiB'B. Mr. R. E. Reid, 
Provincial Commissioner for Midlsmds, is staodl111 at 

The man-and his 
chiefs (2) 

Not very far away from Salisbury 
there is a small rocky hill in which 
there is an underground cave. It is 
customary for the local tribal group 
to bury its chiefs in this cave. The 
body is sewn up in a black ox hide 
and reverently placed beside the 
remains of past chiefs. 

Now one chief of this particular 
area was converted by a missionary 
who established many schools in the 
tribal area. In due course the chief 
died and the missionary gave him a 
Christian burial and laid him to 
rest in a coffin. 

A year or more went by - and 
then the time came for the new 
chief to be selected. The District 
Commissioner was talking to the 
elders and he asked them, "Has 
your tribal spirit accepted a de
parture from the traditional method 
of burying chiefs?" 

"No" they replied. 

A compromise 
"But he must have done so", said 

the District Commissioner, "for it 
is your custom to sew the body of 
your chief into a hide and place it 
in a cave. You put the last one in a 
coffin and buried him in the ground. 
The spirits have not shown their 
disapproval. There has been no sick
ness, no famine - nothing. Surely 
then the spirits are happy and have 
condoned the change?" 

The old man looked uneasy, then 
one of them said, "The spirits are 
not angry. Our chiet' was buried in 
the cave in traditional manner." 

"But what about the funeral and 
what about the coffin?" asked the 
District Commissioner. 

"W~ll-we had a couple of goats 
in the coffin" they replied. "You see 
the priest has been very kind. He 
has worked hard and has given us 
many schools. We would not like 
to offend· him- but then we cannot 
offend the spirits either!" 

The link 
Although the chief is not the 

medium through whom the spirits 
speak, he is the link between the 
living members of the tribe and the 
past. 

ll 

Because of this spiritual associa
tion it is the people, working 
through their tribal elders and the 
recognized mediums, who elect the 
Mashona chiefs. These chiefs are not 
chosen by the Government, for 
Government merely gives its recog
nition to the chief-elect when it is 
satisfied that the great majority of 
the tribe have accepted him as the 
true heir. 

Consider now his judicial role. 
The chief, assisted by his elders, 
holds court to determine the many 
and varied issues brought by his 
followers. Old family quarrels dat
ing back many years, sometimes 
before the litigants were born; 
claims for damages arising from 
adultery, seduction, slander or loss; 
arguments relating to the mainten
ance or custody of children; inheri
tance claims - all are heard and 
adjudicated upon in accordance 
with customary law. 

The court, unhampered by strict 
rules of evidence and procedure, dis
penses justice in the eyes of the 
people. If you, the European, are 
alarmed by the lack of stringent pro
cedural rules in these courts 
remember that justice, like beauty, 
is in the eye of the beholder and 
that the tribesmen consider it 

the right. 

grossly unjust that, under our 
system, a confessed murderer can 
be found not guilty of his crime 
because of some legal technicality. 

The cases which come before the 
courts of the chiefs are likely to 
have been heard first by their head
men or the village heads, who have 
been unable to settle the differences 
between the parties. 

Unlike our courts, those of the 
tribal leaders go out of their way to 
bring about a reconciliation between 
the parties. 

Remember that the wealth of the 
tribe was measured in people, and 
any hiving off of disgruntled mem
bers would result in the group being 
that much poorer. 

The admiDistrative responsibilities 
of the chiefs in relation to their tri
bal areas have increased over the 
years and today they are called upon 
to deal with a multitude of subjects 
which were unknown in bygone 
years. 

Local government, community 
projects. the establishment of 
business centres and rural hospi
tals, etc., are but a few of the 
matters in which they are required 
to act on behalf of their followers. 

Benefit at death regardless of service 
The Association of Rhodesian 

Industries has launched its African 
gratuity fund. 

The scheme covers every employee 
automatically for a death benefit 
regardless of length of service and 
carries the option of pension pay
ments on retirement. 

The level of these pensions can be 
determined by individual employers 
either on a contributory or non
contributory basis and is based on 
a simple "standard" table. 

The new scheme has received an 
excellent initial response. 
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Ex Africa: A great story about southern Africa I Famous event I 
Ex Africa by Bans Saner 

(Books of Rhodesia Publish
ing Co., Bulawayo). 

For the excellence of ob
servations on events and 
people in the momentous quar
ter of a century between 1875 
and 1900 in southern Africa, 
Hans Sauer's book has not 
been bettered. 

Here is a fast-moving his
torical story for the compila
tion of which Dr. Sauer had 
little need for drawing on 
anecdotes and researches of _ 
other writers of the time, for I 
the good reason that this 
author records his own experiences 
and impressions and, in doing so, 
leaves no doubt about their reality. 

Diamond fields 
Hans Sauer, of a famous South 

African family, qualified as a doctor 
at Edinburgh University in 1876 
and the strong personality of a 
powerfully built man was quickly in 
evidence on the diamond fields to 
which he was attracted. He rode 
roughshod over uncertainties and 
disinclinations of others about the 
control of smallpox. He and Dr. 
Leander Starr Jameson sued each 
other for slander and the court con
veniently awarded equal damages 
to both. 

Sauer, fond of the good things 
of life and a lover of the outdoors, 
was too restless to become a hum
drum general practitioner. 

He writes very engagingly but 
also soundly of the evolution of the 
diamond fields and it was here that 
he observed with deep insight the 
character of Cecil Rhodes and, to 
a lesser extent, of J ameson. 

Witwatersraod 
He got the bite of the gold-fever 

bug and was engaged by Rhodes 
and C. D. Rudd to acqutre claims 
on the gold reef of the Witwaters
rand. 

When Rhodes first went to the 
Rand, he always had the feeling at 
the back of his mind that he should 

New leader: The newly appointed 
Territorial Commander of the Sal
vation Army in Rhodesia is Colonel 
Richard Atwell (57) who was born 
in Plymouth, Pennsylvania. He came 
to Rhodesia in 1950. 

Matabele chiefs squat in front of CecU Rhodes seated on an antheap 
in the Matopo Hills for talks which brought an end to the Rebellion. Seated 
right and in front is Hans Sauer and behind him is Vere Stent, the South 
African journalist. To the left of the hatless Rhodes is Col. John Colen
brander, previously Chief Native Commissioner and Matabele linguist, and 
John Grootboom, the famous native scout. (Wustration from dust cover of 
the book Ex Africa.) 

not endanger his financial future, 
then developing out of his interests 
in the diamond mines, about which 
he knew all there was to know and 
in which he had unlimited confi
dence, for the sake of the new gold
fields, the nature of which he had 
not the ·experience to gauge pro
perly: 

Sauer writes: "This feeling was 
the result of his determination to 
use his wealth in aid of British 
expansion, more particularly in 
Africa. 

"Rhodes alone, of all the promi
nent men connected with South 
Africa, took a correct view of the 
possibilities of the continent. Time, 
as it goes on, will more and more 
justify his judgment." 

As a negotiator in a big finan
cial deal Rhodes was without a rival 
among the very clever men whom 
he encountered in the course of his 
career. For breadth of view and 
rapidity in findin~ the kernel of a 
financial transaction he was head 
and shoulders above those round 
him. 

Story moves on 
The story moves on through the 

making of Johannesburg and then 
takes the road to the "hinterland" 
of which Rhodes so often spoke. 

And so to the Matabele War 
(during which Hans Sauer was 
reading for the Bar in London), 
the Jameson Raid and finally the 
Rebellion in Rhodesia in which in 

many ways Rhodes played such a 
significant role, culmmating in the 
Indaba in the Matopos which, engi
neered entirely by Rhodes in the 
face of the indifference of the 
generals, ended in probably the 
most dramatic peacemaking in 
military history. 

"As we rode away Rhodes turned 
to me with the remark, 'This is one 
of the occasions which make life 
worth living' ", writes Sauer. 

A wonderful story of the Fields, 
the Rand and the wide veld of Rho
desia-pioneers, adventurers, finan
ciers, farmers, prospectors--men of 
every race, calling and character. 

Ex Africa semper a/iquid novi. 
"No doubt it will continue to be 
true," wrote Dr. Sauer in 1937 when 
his book was published. "Africa 
will always have her surprises; for 
those, like myself, who are country
born, she will never lose her 
interest; but I may be pardoned for 
believing that never again will there 
be days quite like those early days, 
or men to equal those whom I knew 
and of whom I have tried to write." 

Dr. Sauer died in France in 1939 
at the age of 83. 

C.S.M. 

Ex Afria~ is Vol. 27 in the Rho
desiana Reprint Library Series. Retail 
price is R.S7,SO (plus exchange). Books 
are also available on subscription 
through Books of Rhodesia Qub, which 
concedes a JJt per cent. discount off 
retail prices to its members. Catalogues 
and full details of cluh's membership 
offer from P.O. Box 1994, Bulawayo, 
Rhodesia. 
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Visiting sportsmen 
saluted 

The Rhodesia Herald in a 
leading article stated: "Rho
desia has been privileged to 
be host to a number of sport
ing teams, notably recently the 
West German hockey team 
and the San Isidro rugby 
team from the Argentine. 

"We are delighted to have 
had them with us as our guests 
and equally delighted at the 
quality of their play. 

"San Isidro have certainly 
taught Rhodesia that rugby 
football is no longer a pre
serve of the All Blacks, the 
Springboks and the British 
Isles; while the West Germans 
have played hockey in a style 
that can only be described as 
dazzling. 

"We salute our visitors, 
thank them for coming and 
hope they will come again." 

Spiritual healing: An enthusiastic 
crowd of nearly 900 attended 
demonstrations in Salisbury by 
British faith healers Mli. Harry 
Edward and Mrs. Olive Burton. 

RHODESIAN COMMENTARY April, 1973 

~ 
here to see for themselves 

The Prime Minister Mr. Ian 
Smith, meets Mike and Dawn 
Powell, who were in Rhodesia after 
winning a raflle run by the Anglo 
Rhodesian Society in London. 

Previous winners of the raffle 
have elected to take the alternative 
cash prize, but the Powells, who are 
from Cornwall, chose to come and 
see the country. 

Their visit lasted for four weeks 
and they saw the Victoria·Falls and 
Inyanga, Kariba and the Matopos 
and even managed to fit in some 
hunting in the Matetsi area. 

The Powells experienced "real 
Rhodesian hospitality" during their 
stay and they say it was a trip they 
will never forget. 

Princesses both 
RIGHT: Brunette PeD4y Daish 

(20) and blonde Anita Mi:chas (18) 
were the runners-up in tlais year's 
Miss Port Elizabeth competition 
and part of their prize was a 10-
day Flame Lily holiday touring 
Rhodesia. The picture was taken at 
Salisbury airport on their arrival 
from South Africa. 
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