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lan Smith asks Britain to 
"get off our back" 

The weHare of Rhodesia does not rank high in the considerations of 
the British Government, said the Prime Minister, Mr. Ian Smith, when he 
spoke in Parfiament on the settlement dispute. Rhodesia had leant over 
backwards to try to reach an honourable agreement and, if in the end we 
failed, it would not be due to lack of perseverance or reasonableness on 
our part, bot rather to a dictatorial intransigence on the other side. 

"'lbe British Government say that we in Rhodesia must find our own 
solution. In reply I say to the British Government: 'Get oft our backs and 
let us get on with the job.' 

Mr. Smith said the main impediment to a solution was Britain's partici
pation in the issue and, while this position obtains the recalcitrant elements 
in Rhodesia would continue to look over their shoulder, beHeving that a 
better deal would come from that direction." 

Rhodesians had to get together and settle the matter among them
selves. As long as the "ghost of the British Government" hovered in the 
background, acting as a decoy to the inexperienced and the gullible, we 
would continue to be plagued by useless and sterile distractions. 

The Prime Minister said that while it was generally known that the 
1971 pi'Oposals were not negotiable, it was soon apparent in discussions 
between the African National Congress and Government officials that the 
fundamental objective of the A.N.C. was to draw up a completely new 
settlement. 

Mr. Smith told Parliament that the subsequent demands for changes 
made by the A.N.C. were totally and absolutely unacceptable, individually 
and as a whole. They reflected a complete lack of reaHsm and he said the 
attitude of the A.N.C. was arrogant and obstinate. 

The Prime Minister said Government 
were in constant contact with African 
opinion on a very wide basis. On the 
particular issue of the settlement with 
Britain there had been direct contact 
with the two pro-settlement groups, the 
African Settlement Convention and the 
African Settlement Forum, and there 
had also been discussions with the 
African National Congress. 

"I have no doubt that there are some 
who will criticize Government for 
having any contact at an with this last 
organization, because of its origins and 
its record of intimidation at the time of 
the Pearcc test and subsequently. 

"However, I believe it was necessary 
to establish beyond doubt the attitude 
of the leaders of the A.N.C. to the 

settlement issue and, in particular, to 
the 1971 proposals for a settlement. 

Easily forgotten 
"Bishop Muzorewa has said from time 

to time that if only the Government 
would talk to the A.N.C. both the 
Government and the Europeans would 
be surpised at the moderation of the 
A.N.C. demands. 

"As a result of this publicity some 
Rhodesians have come to believe that it 
is only the obduracy of this Govern
ment which is preventing a settlement." 

They forgot easily. They forgot it was 
this Government which reached agree
ment with the British Government in 
November, 1971; that the British gave 
their support and approval to the agreed 
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Responsibilities 
not discharged 

When he opened the con
gress of the Association of 
Rural Councils, Mr. Mark 
Partridge, in an o b v i o u s 
reference to Bishop Muzorewa, 
head of the ANC, said it was 
quite ridiculous that some 
little-known clerical gentleman 
should have sprung to such 
prominence in so short a time 
and should be represented as 
speaking for the A f r i c a n 
masses on a complicated con
stitutional issue. 

His rise had undoubtedly 
occurred because of the refusal 
of the British Government to 
discharge its responsibilities. It 
refused to recognize the actions 
of the Rhodesian Parliament, 
a parliament which it had itself 
established. 

tenns and described them as fully in 
accord with the principles which they 
had laid down, and as being eminently 
reasonable and fair to the Africans. 

"Some people forget, too, that it was 
the A.N.C.'s campaign of intimidation 
during the Pearcc test which frustrated 
the settlement- a campaign largely paid 
for by funds from outside Rhodesia and 
organized by people who came from 
Britain for this purpose. 

"My memory is not so short and I 
therefore have no illusions about this 
body. However, I believed it necessary 
to establish whether their attitude to the 
settlement was as constructive as they 
were claiming and I therefore agreed 
that discussions should take place 
between representatives of the A.N.C. 
and two senior Government officials. 

Bishop Mozorewa 
"The first of these discussions was 

held with Bishop Muzorewa but at the 
subsequent meetings he was represented 
by two or three of his senior supporters 

(Co•lill ... o. ,. .. 2) 
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The British Government ''ghost'' must 
now be laid 

(Cull .... froa Jlftrio• ,...) 
wbo, be assured us, had his full authority 
to speak on his behalf and on behalf of 
the A.N .C. 

"It soon became clear that the funda
mental objective of the A.N.C. was to 
enter into formal negotiations with the 
Government with a view to drawing up 
a completely new settlement. 

''This is understandable, of course, 
because this was the promise which the 
A.N.C. held out when they urged the 
African people to reject the 1971 
proposals." 

Members would know that these pro
posals are not negotiable. However, in 
order to clarify the position of the 
A.N.C. their representatives were asked 
to indicate what changes they would 
require in the 1971 proposals. 

The 1971 proposals provided for an 
African higher roll of voters with 
property and income qualifications equal 
to those applicable to the European roll. 
The British Government accepted this as 
satisfying the fundamental principle of 
advancement on merit on which Rho
desia was insistent. 

Without being specific, the A.N.C. 
representatives stated that they would 
require a substantial lowering and 
broadening of the franchise qualifica
tions relating to the African higher roll. 

Secondly, the 1971 proposals provide 
for progressive increases in the African 
representation in Parliament as the 
number of voters on the African higher 
roll increases-a further application of 
the principle of advancement on merit. 
However, the A.N.C. required an 
increase in the African membership 
sufficient to bring the African represen
tation immediately to parity with the 
European membership, with the certainty 
of African majority rule soon thereafter. 
In short, immediate parity was the 
A.N.C. demand. 

External safeguards 
Whereas the British Government were 

satisfied with the adequacy of the pro
posed safeguards aaainst retrogressive 
emendment of the constitution, the 
A.N.C. would insist on the reintroduc
tion of external safeauards, indicating 
that the British Parliament would have 
to be given the power to veto amend
ments to certain sections of the 
constitution. 

The 1971 proposals provided for a 
justiciable declaration of rights which, 
like its predeceasor in the 1961 Consti-

tution, would not apply to existing 
legislation. The A.N.C. said it wanted 
the repeal of all discriminatory laws 
within 12 months, including the setting 
up of a single system of integrated 
schools for all races. 

Recommendation of an independent 
commission set up to examine racial 
discrimination was to be binding on the 
Government. 

With regard to land and land usage, 
the A.N.C. representatives indicated that 
the Land Tenure Act would have to be 
repealed, with the exception of those 
provisions which relate to the Tribal 
Trust Lands and which give protection 
to African interests. 

The Tribal Trust Lands would be 
reserved for Africans as at present, but 
all other land, except National Parks 
and such like, would be available for 
purchase by persons of any race. 

As far as the public service was 
concerned, all new appointments to the 
various Ministries and to the armed 
forces had to be made on a basis of 
equal racial quotas. 

A.N.C. demands 
If a settlement were reached the 

A.N.C., would require the immediate 
release of all persons in detention and 
an amnesty for all members of the ter· 
rorist organizations outside the country. 

The Prime Minister said when he 
teamed the nature of these demands he 
invited Bishop Muzorewa to meet a 
Government Minister to gain confirma
tion that the report accurately reflected 
the Bishop's own thinking. 

The Bishop rejected the invitation and 
repeated that his representatives were 
fully in his confidence and that they had 
authority to speak on hU behalf and on 
that of the A.N.C. 

The Prime Minister said: ''These dis
cussiom took place about three months 
ago. In order to ascertain whether there 
had been any change in the attitude of 
the A.N.C. a further meeting between 
my representatives and those of the 
A.N.C. took place on 8th June. 

"At this meeting the A.N.C. spokes
men stated that they regarded as 
eminently reasonable the matters they 
had previously listed as essential require
ments for A.N.C. support of any settle· 
ment. They confirmed that there was no 
change in their attitude. 

"It is hardly necessary for me to state 
that these demands of the A.N.C. arc 

totally and absolutely unacceptable, indi· 
vidually and as a whole. 

''They illustrate very clearly the com
plete lack of realism of the A.N.C. and 
they provide the answer to those Rho
desians who have been thinking and 
hoping that a few minor concessions and 
amendments to the 1971 proposals would 
win the support of the A.N.C. 

Parrot cry 
"An honest and straightforward assess

ment of AN.C. demands shows very 
clearly that they add up to nothing less 
than the old parrot cry for one man, 
one vote. It stands to the credit of the 
British Government that even they joined 
with us in throwing that one out of the 
window whenever it was produced. 

A number of factors seem to have 
contributed to this arrogant and obsti
nate attitude of the A.N.C. 

''They cannot bring themselves to 
believe that we really mean what we say 
when we state the 1971 proposals are 
not negotiable and that there is no alter· 
native other than to remain under the 
1969 Constitution. 

"They consider that the Europeans are 
so desperately in need of a settlement 
that we are bound to give in to their 
demands. This is a sad miacalculation 
on their part, but it does affect their 
thinking. 

''They have, of course, been en
couraged by those forces outside the 
country- largely in Britain-who have 
campaigned ruthlessly against the 1971 
Anglo-Rhodesian agreement from the 
moment it was signed. 

''I am aorry to say they have also 
been encouraged by a few Rhodesians. 
Some of these are opponents of this 
Government who see some political 
advantage for themselves in encouragins 
the rejection of a settlement simply 
because it was nesotiated by this Gov
ernment. 

Prophets of doom 
"Others are well known prophets of 

doom who use every platform - sup
ported by a willin& Press - to aow the 
seeds of doubt and to urae a policy of 
appeasement. This is nothing new, of 
course. They have been with us for a 
long while and it is at times like this 
that such people become particularly 
active. 

"The history of the last 10 or 11 
years has ahown that they cut little ice 

(C.ella_. ••,... 3) 
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Civic advisers receive competency certificates 

Eighteen African women ad'risen 
were presented with certificates of 
competency by Mrs. Murlel Rosin 
at a function at Domboshawa train
ing centre and the picture shows 
Mrs. A. Jeohe receiving hers. 

The women have completed an 
intensive four-month course and will 
return to their districts to initiate 
the formation of clubs and groups; 
to foster a greater interest in civic 
affairs and to assist Africans to raise 
their standard of living. 

(Coatl .. ed froa pqc l) 

with white Rhodesians, but because of 
the publicity which is accorded to their 
every utterance, they not only give en
couragement to the AN.C. but they 
present a false impression to people out
side the country. 

".A!J hon. members are aware, contacts 
with the British Government have con
tinued. The most recent was a visit to 
Salisbury by British officials last week
end and this was preceded last month by 
a visit of Rhodesian officials to London. 
I regret to say that I have no new 
developments to report. 

''The British Government retain their 
stand that they would have to see a 
massive demonstration of African sup
port for the settlement proposals. 

''From our side, we have been unable 
to convince them that in the context of 
Africap life as we know it today, this 
is not practical politics because the 
tactics of intimidation inevitably domi

nate and determine the result of any 
form of public test. 

This will bring to 120 the number 
of women advisers stationed at 
various centres throughout Rhodesia. 

During their training the women 
visited many places of interest; 
attended lectures and took part in 
group discussions on community 
development, local government, club 
management, hygiene, nutrition, 
leadership, homecraft. home econo
mics, child care and other related 
skills. 

"Indeed the British representatives who 
were here last weekend were able to 
take back with them firsthand experience 
of the everpresent fear of intimidation 
among Africans. 

Do not wish to be known 
"Several of those whom they met

responsible men and leaders in their 
field - requested specifically that their 
names should not be divulged as they 
did not wish it to be known that they 
had discussed the settlement issue with 
the British representatives. 

"Regrettably, the British Government 
find themselves in the position where 
they are unable to make a firm, positive 
decision on the Rhodesian issue. The 
reasons for their attitude have been 
apparent for some time now - I feel 
there is no need to dwell on them. 
Clearly, the welfare of Rhodesia does 
not rank high in their considerations. 

"These are unpalatable facts but we 
must face them. Although the British 
know very well that it would be in the 
best interests of all Rhodesians - and 
particularly the Africans-to implement 
the agreement we reached with them, 

3 

their own interesta preclude them from 
doing so. 

Douglas Home 
"The same considerations will apply 

when the time comes for the renewal 
of sanctions in November. The British 
are well aware-Sir Alec Douglas Home 
said so only last year-that sanctions 
hurt the Africans more than the Euro
peans. 

"Nevertheless, they will renew them, 
because not to do so would offend their 
other interests. 

"I wonder what reason they will give 
for doing so this year. In 1970 they said 
it was to bring the Rhodesians to the 
negotiating table. In 1971 they said the 
negotiations had reached a delicate stage. 
In 1972 they said the status quo should 
be maintained while Rhodesians had 
time to reflect. 

"In 1973 they will probably dwell on 
the need for an "internal settlement" in 
Rhodesia, for this is the latest catch
phrase. It is, of course, a euphemism 
for further concessions, further appease
ment by the whites; but as you have 
heard, we have no intention of venturing 
on that slippery slope. 

"I am in complete agreement with 
those who speak of the need for an 
internal settlement but my interpretation 
of the phrase is quite different. 

"An internal settlement will only come 
about when the A.N.C., and Africans 
who think like them, stop looking over 
their shoulders to their fairy godmother, 
the British Government, and realize 
where the realities of power lie in Rho
desia. 

Renewal of sanctions 
"Unfortunately, the renewal of sanc

tions will be an open invitation by the 
British Government to such Africans to 
spend yet another year in cloud-cuckoo 
land. The 1971 agreement was intended 
in all sincerity to lead to just such an 
internal settlement-to pave the way for 
closer co-operation between the races
but it must not be forgotten that it was 
the A.N.C. who rejected it, not the 
whites. 

"There are some hon. members who 
have tried to link the terrorist incursions 
with the settlement issue. They argue 
that the terrorists would fade away if a 
settlement was reached. There is, of 
course, no validity in the argument 
unless its proponents mean by a settle
ment the immediate capitulation to 
African majority rule, for that and 
nothing less is the avowed aim of the 
terrorists. It always has been and it 
always will be. 

"They will be prevented from achiev
ing it not by a settlement, but by the 

(Coatlaa .. 011 ,... 4) 

www.rhodesia.me.uk 



4 RHODESIAN COMMENTARY 

Rhodesia must adjust its thinking 
(Coatlam fro• pap 3) 

determination and effectiveness of the 
security forces and by the courage and 
fortitude of the citizens - black and 
white - who are the objects of their 
diabolical tactics. 

"There have been calls from hon. 
members of this House and others for 
an end to the uncertainty about a settle
ment, for a clear statement of where we 
stand and an indication of our future 
prospects. 

Our position unchanged 
"Our own position remains un

changed. We reached an honourable 
agreement with the British Government 
which we are prepared to implement if 
they will do likewise. 

"The British Government say they 
must have convincing evidenc of African 
support before they will implement it. 
The Africans, although they would be 
the principal beneficiaries, continue to 
reject it-at any rate according to the 
A.N.C. 

"I can therefore say, quite categori
cally, that in present circumstances the 
prospects of an acceptable settlement 
appear to be remote and we should 
adjust our thinking accordingly. 

''The thinking and planning of 
Government require little adjustment. 
Although we have regarded the conclu
sion of a satisfactofy and acceptable 
constitutional settlement as our target, 
our contingency planning has been 
based on the premise that there would 
be no settlement. 

"If one should be achieved at some 
time the benefits flowing from it would 
therefore be in the nature of a bonus. 
Indeed, I believe that this realistic 
attitude is characteristic of the thinking 
of most Rbodesians." 

Unobtainable? 
Now that a settlement appeared, at 

any rate for the time being, to be 
unobtainable, Rhodesians' first and 
prime objective was to destroy the 
terrorists, to root them out, neck and 
crop, from the biding places from which 
they emerged to commit murder and 
arson against innocent civilians, black 
and white." 

It was vitally important that informa
tion of value to the terrorists should be 
withheld. This applied particularly to 
current operations, to the protective 
measures adopted and in general to 
counter-insurgency tactics. 

Mr. Smith stressed the need for con
tinuing vigilance in the field of trade. 

"One of our top sanctions breakers 
has recently returned from a visit over-

seas, where be has been in contact with 
our friends on the other side. The main 
message be brought back was this: 'Why 
must you Rhodesians brag so much 
about your successes; if only you would 
keep your mouths shut, it would make 
our task so much easier.' 

Development trend 
"While I have stressed the need for 

caution, it is pertinent to remind Rbode
sians bow successful we have been in 
developing our country since our decla
ration of independence. Moreover, this 
trend is continuing today, in spite of 
stories to the contrary." 

While for a few months there bad 
certainly been a decline in the inflow of 
both visitors and new Rhodesians--and 
the reasons were not bard to find-the 
drop was by no means as severe as 
some would have us believe and it 
seemed that the position was returning 
to normal. 

Brain gain 
"Recently we have beard renewed 

claims of a so-called brain drain of 
young people from Rhodesia. However, 
t1le Minister of Immigration debunked 
this theory when he coined the phrase 
"brain gain" while answering a question 
in Parliament last year. 

"Similarly, looking at the statistics for 
the period January to April of each of 
the years 1971, 1972 and 1973, the gain 
for the age group 15 to 29 has been 
2 951, 3 603 and 1 281 respectively. 

"The gain of professional, technical 
and related workers for the same period 
in 1973 did show a fall-off, but not
withstanding this fact, we still recorded 
a net gain. This is significant and most 
rewarding when one considers the com
pounding of difficulties which we 
experienced during the first four months 
of this year." 

Community development 
The Prime Minister said the Govern

ment's policy of promoting community 
development and local government con
tinued to forge ahead in both European 
and African areas. In the former, the 
country was now blanketed by a system 
of rural councils and in the latter there 
were now 161 Africans councils in 
operation. 

"I could go on and on, giving more 
and more facts demonstrating the con
tinuing success of Rbodesia-a greater 
rate of advancement than can be found 
in most other countries of the world. 
Why? Because we have a strong Gov
ernment which insists on maintaining 
high standards of civilization. 

July, 1973 

Visitor from Germany 
Dr. Fra.nz Joseph Strauss, a well 

known West German politician, bas 
been on a visit to Rhodesia during 
which be met many prominent 
Rbodesians including the Prime 
Minister and members of the 
cabinet. 

''There are some people who are try
ing to get us to deviate from this course. 
I advise $em to think again, and give 
serious consideration to where this 
would lead them. 

"If they look around the world at 
those countries where s!4lndards have 
been abandoned, what do they find
one-party dictatorships, where human 
rights, justice, constitutions are treated 
with contempt; innocent people are 
massacred by the thousand, by the day. 

"This type of behaviour marks the 
breakdown of civilized standards and 
paves the way for communist penetra
tion. 

"Surely, and thinking person can 
fathom the depths of modem com
munism-it bears no resemblance to the 
old communism which most of us knew 
as an advanced or radical brand of 
socialism. 

"Red faclsm" 
"Modern communism is the most 

extreme form of total dictatorship which 
this world has ever seen-in fact, it is 
no longer communism; it can best be 
described as Red Facism. 

"It is this which is knocking on our 
door, and there are some poor fools 
who say: Let's open up, and bring them 
in. Let me emphasize that there is 
absolutely no chance of this Government 
even contemplating such action. 

"Compromise, appeasement, vacilla
tion, the permissive society, all of these 
insidious, demoralizing temptations are 
anathema to us. 

(Coada• .. oa ,... S) 
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Dedicated to ideal 
(Co•liaM<I fro• prnloDI pa1el 

' 'I do not deny that we have chosen 
the tougher and more difficult road, but 
we do this because we believe that the 
end result is more worthwhile. 

"Ever since we came into power aa a 
Government we have dedicated ourselves 
to an ideal; namely, that providing we 
could maintain high standards our aim 
was to create a society in which men, 
and women, would be judged on their 
ability, on merit. This is precisely what 
the 1971 proposed constitution does
not only is this my view, it was endorsed 
by the Britiah Government. 

Plea to lower standards 
"Tragically, we find certain African 

leaders and politicians pleading with us 
to lower our standards-instead of try
ing to lead the African to improve his 
position, to strive for greater heights, 
they are encouraging him to stay where 
he is, while the rest of the world around 
him moves forward. 

"History will record that these people 
are not leaders of men; that they are 
devoid of strength and character; that 
they chose the easy way for some short
term expedient, rather than consider the 
long-term benefits which could accrue to 
their people. What kind of leaders are 
these? How can any honest, straight
dealing man, work with people such as 
these? 

''lbe facts which I have disclosed 
today, show how patient and reasonable 
we have been. They also disclose that 
this has been a one-way trade. We have 
leant over backwards to try to achieve 
an honourable settlement. If in the end 
we fail, it will not be due to lack of 
perseverance or reasonableness on our 
part, but rather to a dictatorial intransi
gence on the other side. 

Our own solution 
"The British Government say that we 

in Rhodesia must find our own solution 
to our problem. In reply I say to the 
British Government: 'Get off our baclts 
and let w get on with the job.' 

"Unfortunately, I ltnow that my appeal 
will fall on deaf ears but as long as 
Britain maintains the fiction that she can 
infiuence events here, so long will the 
Africans continue to look to Britain 
instead of coming to terms with reality 
in Rhodesia. 

''lbe main stumbling black is the 
British Government's participation in the 
issue, and while this position obtains the 
recalcitrant elements in Rhodesia will 
continue to look over their shoulder, 
believina that a better deal will come 
from that direction. 

RHODESIAN COMMENTARY s 

ITALIAN FOOTBALLERS: Described as tbe "baby" of International 
Board rugby competition, a team from Italy was beaten 42-4 by a Rho
desian side in Salisbury: The photograph shows some of the visitors at a 

practice. 

"Anyone with wisdom and foresight 
can see that those who continue to look 
backwards will end up by going back
wards, and find that at the completion 
of the exercise they are further back 
than when they started. 

''There is only one way to settle our 
Rhodesian problems - we Rhodesians 
have got to get together and do it 
amongst ourselves-surely, anybody with 
even a grain of commonsense in his 
head can understand that aimple, plain, 
star It fact. 

The "ghost" 
"As long as the ghost of the British 

Government is hovering in the back
ground, acting as a decoy to the in
experienced and the gullible, we will 
continue to be plagued by useless and 
sterile distractions. 

"I use the word ghost in no provoca
tive sense - according to their own 
admission, the British Government are 
powerless to infiuence the course of 
events in Rhodesia. However, illogical, 
nonsensical as it is, this is part of our 
world, and we have to live with it. And, 
of course, as they have done in the 
past, Rhodesians will not only live with 
it, they will thrive on it." 

The Prime Minister: "I would sum up 
the position in this way to my fellow 
Rhodesians: a settlement would help, and 
it would certainly make life easier. With
out a settlement, the road will be more 
difticult, and it will take longer to get 
there. But I do not believe that there 
will be any significant difference in the 
end result. What we lose in certain 
fields, we will &Bin in others. 

(Cud .... la •m CGI ... ) 

Violence and 
intimidation 

In a report in the last edition 
beaded "Funds to ANC used for 
rioting", it was stated that during 
the Pearce Commission exercise 
there were many incidents of 
violence and intimidation "to ANC 
officials and members"- instead of 
"by ANC officials and members". 

Guard of Honour Photograph 
In the last ~ssue tbe caption to a 

photograph showing the inspection 
of the Guard of Honour by the 
President at the opening of Parlia
ment, it was stated that the mem
bers of the Guard were drawn from 
the 2nd Battalion, The Royal Rho
desia Regiment. This should have 
read: "The Depot, The Rhodesia 
Regiment at Llewellin Barracks, 
Bulawayo." 

(Co.tt .... fto• prnio• CGIIDU) 

"And so, let us get on with the task 
before us, of building up our wonderful 
country. We can do this confident of 
what the future holds, ltnowing that we 
are worlting for generations to come, 
as far ahead as reasonable man can 
visualize. 

"I wonder what better prospects, what 
better guarantee, any other country in 
the world can offer to its people?" 

www.rhodesia.me.uk 
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Spanish house 

Texas ranch house 

Georgian house 

Greek boose 
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Salisbury house 
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An outstanding event 
Pictured are the nine executive 

style homes of international origin 
comprising the exhibition presented 
by Keith Pulvennacher, famous in 
several countries as "The Festival 
Man", on behalf of The Rhodesia 
Herald. 

The event was a display of some 
of the best architectural design in 
Rhodesia, of fine building technique 
and of the wide range of materials 
available here for every aspect of 
home building and decorating. 

At the same time the houses were 
art galleries for the works of local 
artists. 

Many thousands of people visited 
an outstanding event. 

Kimberley house 

www.rhodesia.me.uk 
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Cape Dutch boose 

SUS8ex house 
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Customs and beliefs of the African people 

Further references to 
"The Man-and his 

marriage" 

Death and divorce 
The death of the husband does 

not necessarily put an end to the 
marriage for his widow. She 
generally remains with his family 
and is later inherited by his brother 
or his son. Once again we have an 
example of ancient custom which is 
illustrated in Deuteronomy Chapter 
25 verse 5. 

Divorce does terminate a mar· 
riage, but, as we have seen, the 
families of the group will often go 
out of their way to prevent a break· 
up. 

The woman has no right to ask 
for a divorce-except for prolonged 
cruelty, or where her husband has 
falsely accused her of practising 
witchcraft - but the man has the 
right to divorce his wife for any 
reason whatsoever. 

Unless he can produce some good 
reason however, he may have diffi· 
culty in recovering his lobolo, but 
the fact remains that he can cast 
her off at will. All he has to do is 
to give her a token of divorce and 
send her back to her father. 

Refunds arranged 
When a marriage is dissolved by 

divorce, or where the husband has 
died and his widow, instead of being 
inherited, decides to return to her 
own family, the question of a re
fund of the lobolo arises. 

Generally where a woman has 
borne her husband six or seven 
children and has lived with him for 
many years, no claim for a refund 
is made. 

If, however, she is a younger 
woman it is usual for the families 
to agree to a return of the lobolo 
paid, less deductions for each child 
born and for the time which she 
spent at her husband's home. 

It follows that where a wife's 
barrenness has led to a divorce the 
husband is entitled to a refund of a 
major ·portion of the lobolo. 

There is no hard and fast rule 
laying down the amount which the 
wife's father may retain, for this is 
generally a matter of discussion and 
agreement. 

(Co•daoe4 IJt IIGt col-ll) 

The man-and his 

many fathers 

When we discussed the man and 
his marriage we found that if a 
husband is incapable of begetting 
children custom allows his brother 
to raise issue for him. Let's have 
a look at this and see if there are 
any hidden facts which you might 
regard as "complications"! 

For the moment I am a tribes· 
man and I have four sons named 
Wiri, Biri, Hari and Kari. Wiri is 
the eldest. He is married and has 
no childen. An arrangement is made 
under tribal customs and Wiri's 
wife is made pregnant by Biri. A 
son is born whom we will call Cuth· 
bert. Who has parental right over 
him? Wiri-although Biri sired him. 
Who is Cuthbert's father? Wiri, 
Biri, Hari and Kari! 

Dilution of blood 
In order· to explain this I will 

cease to be a tribesman for a few 
moments and will become a Euro
pean again. 

As a European I believe in the 
dilution of blood. Let me put it this 
way. Through my veins flows the 
blood of many families. It is not 
the pure unadulterated blood of my 
male forefathers for it has been 
diluted by the blood of all those 
hundreds of families which furnished 
my mother, grandmothers, great
grandmothers and so on. 

However, as an unsophisticated 
tribesman, I believe that the blood 
which flows through my veins is 
the pure blood of my father's line
age, and that it has not been affected 
at all by all those other families 
which helped to produce me. There
fore I cannot marry anyone who 
has the same surname-or totem
as I, for our blood will be the same 

!Co•daoed froa p~tnoa col-a) 

But a man who grossly ill-treats 
his wife may forfeit his rights to 
any refund whatsoever, although he 
may be entitled to any lobolo 
accruing to her father should she 
re-marry, for there is a maxim that 
"No man may hold two kraals of 
cattle for one daughter". 
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and our union would be incestuous 
in the eyes of our fellow tribesmen. 

Blood of fathers 

Because we shared a common 
father, my sisters have the same 
blood as I, but their children will 
not. Their children will have TilE 
blood of their fathers only. My sons 
Wiri, Biri, Hari and Kari have my 
blood-and so does Cuthbert. Be
cause of this and his relatively 
junior position, Cuthbert regards 
Wiri, Biri, Hari and Kari as his 
fathers and any children which they 
might have as his brothers and 
sisters. 

Now Cuthbert is a nice lad who 
would not tell a lie unless he had 
to. He grows up and enters your 
employment. When you are extre
melY. busy and need all the help 
available Wiri falls under a bus. 
Cuthbert comes to you and says 
"My father is dead. He fell under 
a bus. Please may I have leave to 
go and mourn him?" Reluctantly 
you agree. 

Many funerals 
A few months later when you 

require Cuthbert for a most impor
tant task Biri drowns while trying 
to cross a swollen river. Cuthbert 
comes to you and pleads for leave 
because his father has drowned. 

And in due course when Hari, 
being somewhat short-sighted mis· 
takes an elephant for a lorry and 
tries to thumb a lift, you greet the 
news of his untimely death with 
scorn but tell your friends "First 
he told me that his father had been 
killed by a bus-then he was 
drowned - and now he says his 
father has been killed by an 
elephant! What sort of fool does 
he take me for? Of course, I fired 
him." 

Poor Cuthbert! 
(Seria to be coatl .. edl 
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Railways' fight against diesel pollution 
mini-poll support 

for all-race 

identity cards 

1be photograph shows tbe con
struction of the water treatment 
plant at Rhodesia Railways new 
diesel motive power depot near 
Bulawayo. 1be entire plant will be 
roofed. 

The plant wilt be among the most 
advanced in southern Africa. Emu
ents from the washing of locomotives 
and the fiushing out of radiators 
wilt be mechanically and chemically 
treated before the water is allowed 
to drain into the main sewer system. 

The plant, covering an area of 
1 600 m•, will cost R.SSO 000 to 
construct and will treat water at the 
rate of 66 000 litres a day. 

Waste water from the depot's 
cleaning areas will be channelled 
into two parallel concrete chambers 
where deposits of oil and grease are 
first removed by skimming. It will 
then pass into fiocculation tanks for 
treatment with sodium aluminate 
and aluminium sulphate for the 
removal of soluble oils. 

This process will be speeded up by 
agitating the water with compressed 

air. After settling, any remaining 
soluble substances can be drawn off 
from the bottom of the tanks. 

Other solvents will be added as 
required to neutralize detergents and 
chemicals used in the radiators of 
diesel engines. 

Hotel training boost 
The largest single contribution 

towards the cost of training young 
Rhodesians in the hotel industry 
was made by Rhodesian Breweries 
presenting a cheque for R.$3 000 to 
the responsible Committee. 

Students learn catering, adminis
tration, housekeeping, languages. 
principles of management, econo
mics, hotel law and many other 
associated subjects in the new dip
loma course. 

This is followed by a period at 
Salisbury Polytechnic and further 
in-service training at leading hotels. 

Most Bulawayo citizens ques
tioned in a mini-poll said they 
approved of the Government's move 
to make identification cards com
pulsory for everyone. 

They said it removed wounds 
for an allegation of racial discrimi
nation. Methods of identification 
should be the same for all races. 

Several, including the national 
president of the Rhodesian Medical 
Association, said the cards should 
also include data on a person's 
mCI.!ical history. 

''The principle of identity cards 
has been accepted in most countries, 
as long as the motives are pure and 
not discriminatory, then it ts a good 
thing," he said. 

Expanded uses 
The practice could be expanded 

to include data of rare blood 
groups, drug allergies and alco
holism, and so on. It would be 
wrong to fingerprint only one sec
tion of the community. 

The mayor said the identity card 
system besides being useful for 
security purposes, was valuable for 
business and banking identification. 
If fingerprints were necessary for 
any section of the community, then 
everyone should be fingerprinted. 

The president of the Bulawayo 
Chamber of Industries said identi
fication cards for everyone were very 
necessary. Apart from removing any 
question of discrimination in Rho
desia it should be possible for every
one to be identified easily. 

He felt most Europeans would 
have no objection to being finger
printed, although some might find 
it demeaning. An identity card 
would be a protection for the indi
vidual. 

For African fanoen: The fund 
established to help competent Afri
can farmers improve their agricul
tural techniques now stands at 
R.$7 000 - only R.$3 000 short of 
the target - and for the first time 
the management committee is call
ing for applications from Africans 
in need of assistance. 
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