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Africans could reverse verdict 
of Pearce Commission 

Mr. Ian Smith, speaking in the Senate, said the Pearce verdict-which 
he described as "ridiculous"~ould be reversed if Rhodesian Africans 
showed the British Government that they had been misled and that they 
now realized that the settlement proposals were best for them and all 
Rhodesians. 

The Prime Minister, who was 
replying to the debate on the Pearce 
Report, said he supported the call 
for eradication of "those elements 
whose hearts and interests lie else
where or whose exclusive concern 
is their own political power". 

"Like any good Rhodesian, I am 
not prepared to stand by and see 
our national purpose and develop
ment frustrated by these elements," 
he said. 

Speeches in Commons 
Mr. Smith said that the British 

Foreign Secretary, Sir Alec Douglas· 
Home, had confirmed in House of 
Commons speeches a number of 
points he himself had made on the 
Pearce verdict. 

Sir Alec had said the "No" 
verdict related less to the actual 
proposals than to distrust of the 
Rhodesian Government, adding that 
in rejecting them Africans bad clung 
to the belief that more favourable 
terms would come. 

But Sir Alec had admitted that 
he could not have obtained better 
terms for the Africans in November 
and be could not do so now. 

Sir Alec had asked all Rho
desians, particularly Africans, to 
study the advantages obtained for 
them in the settlement agreement, 
measuring them not against an ideal 
solution but against indefinite con
tinuation of the status quo. 

Doubt cast 
Mr. Smith said Sir Alec had also 

cast doubt, as he had done, on Lord 
Pearce's finding that most of those 
who had seen the commission were 

capable of understanding the main 
elements of the proposals. 

The Prime Minister quoted Sir 
Alec's statement in the Commons in 
which he revealed that one of the 
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American visitor for 
Safety Week 

A senior American safety 
official, Mr. Roy Benson (left), is 
seen with the Minister of Health and 
Social Welfare, Mr. Ian McLean, 
when he visited Rhodesia as the 
guest of the Rhodesian Occupational 
Safety Council during Safety Week 
'72. 

Mr. Roy Benson is the manager 
of the Industrial Development of the 
National Safety Council of America, 
a non-Government body. He 
addressed conferences throughout 
the country during Safety Week. 
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Rhodesia gains 
from exhibit in 
Louren~o ~arques 

The Facim Trade Fair closed in 
Lourenc;o Marques recently leaving 
Rhodesian business men who ex
hibited with firm orders worth about 
R .$150 000 and the prospect of fur
ther export orders. 

It is reported in The Rhodesian 
Financial Gazette that Lourenc,:o 
Marques is to be the base for a per
manent sales-export centre for lead
ing Brazilian firms to spearhead a 
drive into Central and Southern 
African markets - "irrespective of 
political ideologies". 

This is noted as a direct reference 
to sanctions-isolated Rhodesia which 
has excellent rail, road and air links 
with Portuguese East Africa. 

Among the products which will be 
on sale from the centre will be cars, 
tractors, specialized spare parts, 
electronic equipment, machinery 
and an extensive range of domestic 
products. 

Nearer Southern Africa than the 
U.S. and Europe, it is claimed that 
Brazilian traders will rely on a 
faster delivery service and cheaper 
prices to win a substantial share of 
a market presently dominated by 
Japan, Italy, West Germany and the 
United States. 

Top recruit: Patrol Officer Guild 
was a bricklayer in Dundee, Scot
land, until he joined the B.S.A. 
Police six months ago. He passed 
out of the police training course 
recently as best recruit in Squad 
One of 1972. 

Meets dmg needs: Rhodesian 
drug manufacturers say although 
there is a general shortage of 
imported drugs, locally made sub
stitutes are available in most cases. 
"The Rhodesian pharmaceutical in
dustry is able to meet the country's 
main drug requirements," it was 
stated. 
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Give way no further to Britain 
A warning against Rhodesia 

giving more ground to Britain in 
settlement negotiations, or unilater
ally implementing last November's 
terms. was given in the Senate by 
the chairman of the Senate Legal 
Committee, Senator W. H. ("Sam") 
Whaley. 

Senator Wbaley. who in 1968 
headed the Consututional Commis
sion. said he had said "Yes" to 
November's terms with "grove mis
givings". 

If he had been required to give an 
answer to the constitutional terms 
alone he would "unhesitatingly have 
voted against the proposals". 

"The agreement represents a con
stitution as far as I am prepared to 
go in the present circumstances o[ 
Rhodesia," he said. 

"As far as I am concerned the 
proposal of Sir Alec Douglas-Home. 
the British Foreign Secretary. for 

Africans could 
reverse verdict 

ICoetl••nl from P•l• 11 

African National Council leaders he 
had interviewed did not know the 
proposals gave Africans a blocking 
mechanism to prevent modification 
of the entrenched provisions. 

"So much for the contention of 
the Pearce Commission that the 
Africans understood the proposals," 
Mr. Smith said. 

"Here we have the Foreign Secre
tary himself confirming that even 
the leadership of the ANC who 
whipped up opposition to the settle
ment were completely ignorant of 
these proposals." 

Effective proof 
This was effective proof of the 

futility of the British fifth principle 
as presently expressed and tested by 
Lord Pearce. 

Mr. Smith said he did not agree 
with Sir Alec's stated belief that to 
continue under the present Rho
desian Constitution spelt violence in 
the African context. 

"I am sure all Senators will agree 
with me when 1 sny that the racial 
harmony which is characteristic of 
Rhodesia wtll continue under the! 
present Constitution. irrespective of 
whether or not there is a settlement. 

"True enough. there will be many 
enemie.c; outside the country-and. 
I am afraid, a few within-who will 
do their utmost to produce racial 
strife in Rhodesia but the~ will not 
succeed.'' Mr. Smith said. 

some sort of compromise. is out
that is to say if substantial con
cessions are expected from Rho
d~ia." 

He recalled that Sir Alec himseU 
had admitted that November's agree
ment represented the limiL'i to which 
the two Governments were prepared 
to go. 

Senator Whaley said he found 
"incomprehensible" the attitude of 
those who pressed for unilateral 
implementation of the terms by 
Rhodesia. He regarded such people 
as "ingenuous and naive". 

He said exponents of unilateral 
implementation argued that Britain 
might-he stressed might-respond 
by lifting sanctions. by granting aid 
and by recognizing Rhodesia on a 
de factv basis. 

"Surely it is as clear as night and 
day that Britain will simply stand 
back. or will be in a position to 
stand back and say: Yes. this is an 
earnest of our good faith, but now 
it is not enough." 

Ample contact 
Asked whether he would 

consider a dialogue between 
Government and African poli
tical groups to dio;cuss the 
Pearce Commission's verdict, 
and whether such a dialogue 
could be used as a means o[ 
proving that Africans did in 
fact support the settlement 
proposals. Mr. lan Smith said 
in an interview that he was 
prepared to talk to any Rho
desia whom he thought was 
respono;ible and genuine. 

"We do believe at the 
moment we should operate 
under our constitutional 
system. and under that system 
the main leaders of the Afri
cans are the chiefs through the 
tribal structure and the other 
African representatives- the 
African Members o( Parlia
ment," he said. 

"So there is ample contact 
between ourselves and African 
opinion." 
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Senator Chief Sigola, a weU-known 
personnlity in Rhodesia. 

Chiefs slam 
Britain 

Senator Chief Sigola. the most 
prominent of the country's Senator 
chiefs. who was u member of the 
British Monckton Commission into 
the fate of the Central African 
Federation and who has since played 
a leading part in constitutional deve
lopmenl'i. said in the Senate that 
Chiefs were dismayed by the Pearce 
Report. 

Chief Sigola o,uid he was amazed 
to rend in it that intimidation was 
negligible, "hen all the chiefs had 
come in contact with it. 

"Jt is clear the British Govern
ment had no intention of putting 
matters right in Rhodesia. 

''lt i-; clear thnt the Government 
of Britain hates us," he said. adding 
that when the establishment of the 
Commi!>sion was announced the 
British Government .. first of all 
tested opinion in countries to the 
north of us" and, in mixing up 
Rhodesian affairs with tho..e of other 
countries. had shown no concern for 
the people of Rhodesia. 

Britain blamed 
"That is why 1 am sick as a result 

of this report, because we have lost 
many things that would have bene
fited us. 

"The Government of Britain has 
made dissension among our people. 
On many occasions I have seen 
them doing similar thing!>." 
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Africans must change their 
irresponsible 

ways 
More efforts should be made to 

encourage family units in the 
African townships. Dr. C. E. Barlow 
(RF. Avondale) told Parliament. 

He said the main factors that 
affected the average man were his 
land, his home and privacy, and his 
job. 

The land had been apportioned, 
and he believed it was sacrosanct. 
to be made the best of by each 
community. 

Environment and privacy was 
"idyllic" in the Tribal Trust Lands; 
was reasonable in the European 
rural areas and to some extent in 
the European rural areas and to 

Chiefs slam Britain 
CCoawoa«d lroa P•l~ 11 

Senator Chief J. S. Chirau also 
said he could not understand the 
Pearce verdict. Referring to the 
eight African Members of Parlia
ment elected by tribal electoral col
leges. he said: "People we put into 
Parliament now turn round and say 
the chiefs have no authority on poti
tkal mauers. What on earth are 
they thinking of? They simply try 
and tower our position and our 
friendship '' ith the Europeans." 

The Churches 
The chiefs used to look to the 

Churches to bring peace. comfort 
and right-living to their people. "[ 
am surprised to find that the 
Churches are more or less leading 
different parties that are causing 
trouble in the country," he said. 

Senator Chief J. Mafala said the 
Commission was completely wrong 
when it said there was no intimida
tion. 

"Intimidation was everywhere. It 
was rife. Even the Pearce Commis
sioners saw intimidation round 
about them." 

He culled the ANC a "band o[ 
robbers.". 

From birth 
Chief Sog"''Bla "aid the chiefs had 

acquired their office by hirth and 
had inherited their authorit v from a 
long line of chiefs. The~ - did not 
seek their office. "We are not people 
who have heen going round lonkmg 
for work," he said amid laughter. 

He was applauded when he a ... ked 
for powers for chiefs Ill expel 
troublemakers from their tribal 
lands. 

Dr. C. E. Barlow. 

some extent in the European urban 
areas-but was at a minimum in 
the African townships. 

End result 
He said he had heen appalled at 

conditcons in the African LOwnships 
when he had visited them ut night 
with the police - Africans tying 
under a few sheets of plastic or in 
holes tn the banks of a river. And 
always b:ing moved on. 

This was the end product that 
Africans would continue to experi
ence while they continued in their 
irresponsible way. he said. 

He wanted Africans to have the 
same standards of homes and 
services as Europeans. but this was 
absolutely impossible unless the 
Africans reversed their present trend. 

Here to stay 
Dr. Barlow said the Europeans 

were in Rhodesia to stay and, with 
the Africans, were co-dcrectors of 
the country. 

At this time in the country's 
history, the Luropean must be the 
governing force. he said. "Al this 
stage European tnfluence must pre
dominate." 

The African had not yet grasped 
the tremendous responsibilities the 
Government carried. He was not yet 
able to operate a sophisticated 
Western administration. 

Other systems might come in the 
future. but Dr. Barlow believed that 
all the Government could do at 
present was to govern honestly and 
face difficulties in a spirit of co
operation. 

3 

Cant, claptrap and 
hypocrisy 

The accuracy and validity of the 
Pearce Commission report was chal
lenged by Senator Stan Morris. a 
former S!cretary for Internal Affairs, 
who in a speech in the Senate 
described many parts of the report 
as nothing more than cant, claptrap 
and hypocrisy-and the method of 
testing African opinion in the Tribal 
Trust Lands as diu bolical. 

Senator Morris. who advised the 
commission on how to go about the 
acceptability test, said he personally 
was referred to three or four times 
in the repori and regretted there had 
been considerable distortions of fact 
in these in.stances. 

Senator Morris said he spent a lot 
of time working out itineraries for 
the commissioners - but only one 
was used. 

Senator Morris also denied telling 
the commission that a Domboshawa
type of indaba like that held in 1964 
could speedily test the opinion of 
people in the TfLs. 

He said he wrote to the Foreign 
Office I 0 or 11 days after the Pearce 
Commission left to suggest that this 
type of indaba could have supple
mented other tests curried out by the 
commission. 

He said the "diabolical proce
dures that were adopted at meetings 
in the Tribal Trust Lands were u 
travesty to both traditional methods 
of giving expre!">sion to African 
opinion, and to the British method 
of univer .. al suffrage of a secret 
vote." 

He claimed the authority of the 
chief.., had been badly damaged. 
Describing the test as a shocking 
fiasco, Senator Morris said it was 
not po~t ble to tell whether the 
African people said (a) Yes or No, 
(b) \\hether intimidation and fear 
affected the questions, or (c) whether 
Africans understood the proposal!. 
sufficiently to give a Yes or No. 

Representative~: Twc senior rep
resentatives from the Girl Guides 
Association of Rhodesia, Mrs. Jane 
WeeJ.s. Chief Commissioner, and 
Mrs. Jose Phine Malaba, Assistant 
Commissioner. attended the World 
Association of Girl Guides and Girl 
Scouts Conference in Canada. 

Family planning: Rhodesia's 
rapidly growing Family Planning 
Association has taken a big step 
forward by publishing its own news
sheet issued every two months to 
women's clubs. association~. farmers, 
large firms and heads or schools. 
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Women's gift to Security Forces 
On behaU of MOTHWA, an association or the 

wives of e~-servicemen and of active 5Cn'icemen, 
Provincial Lady Billie, Mrs. Fmncis Hall, presents 
12 A vu testmeters to the Rhodesian Chief of General 
Staff, Lt.-Geneml Keith Coster. The R.$1 500 dona
tions for the equipment came from memben 
throughout Rhodesia and Suuth Africa and not b) 
public subscription. 

General Co~er said the testmeters would make a 
significant contribution to better cummunlcations and 
wouid be in daily use by the Security Forces in tbe 
Zambezi Valley. 

MOTHW A previously presented a generator and 
two medical mkro~opes to the Securit} For~ 

Pension scheme for Africans 
Plans for the establishment of a national gratuity 

fund for African emplo}ees have been finalized and 
is being studied by the Association of Rhodesian 
I ndustri.:s. 

The scheme is envisaged to initially cover 100 000 
Afric-.1ns but it can later be broadened. 

A spokesman for the insurance brokers said the 
pension benefit Yrould be specified us a percentage 
of an employee's wage at or near retirement age 
for his )ears of service. 

"This system ha:. the di:.tinct advantage of giving 
a man a pension based on his final wage and thus 
it will guuruntee him an equitable and realistic 
income after retirement," he said. The fund would 
also provide for cash bcnefib on death in service by 
any cause prior to the compul!.ory retirement age. 
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Bilharzia test antigen is 
for export 

Quick, cheap and effective tests for bilharzia 
are now possible with an antigen developed b) 
Salisbury's Blair Research Laboratory after five 
years' work. The antigen is extracted from 
bilharzia worms. It gives po:;itive proof of all 
three types of the disea!.e only 15 minutes after 
being injected into the skin. 

The substance is to be marketed by C.A.P.S. 
(Pvt.) Ltd., who will also be responsible for 
quality control testing. PrMuction methods are 
superior to World Health Organization sum
dards, said a C..A.P.S. spoke.sman. He said lhe 
antigen is considered to be the most technically 
advanced in its field anywhere in the world. 

lt is purer and more accur.tte than any pre
viously developed equivalents, remaining stable 
at any normal temperature. he said. It does Ollt 
require r.:frigerution and ha:. a long "shelf life". 
C'.A.P.S. will market the antigen in Rhodesia, 
StlUth Africa and overseas. 

Co-operation with 
other countries 

Replying to calls b) various M~:mbers for closer en
operation in Southern Afrit.~.t. including a Southern 
African defence pact and an economic development coun
cil, the Minister of Fo1eign Affairs. Mr. Jack Howman. 
snid in Parliament that in general he had con:.iderable 
sympathy for the broad concept. 

"ll '>'ill be appreciated, ho\\ever, that internationally 
this Government is in u somewhat delicate position and 
it Yrould he unrealistic to look to Rhodesia at the present 
time to UJke bold initiatives." 

He saki South Africa -"the industrial giant of the 
A.frican continent"- recognized and accepted its responsi
bilities for technkal assistance programmes. 

"ll is Yrilling. as we are. to endeavour to improve 
economic and commercial relations, but it does not feel 
the time is ripe to institute a formal system of multi
lateral economic co-operation," said Mr. Howman. 

Co-operation between Rhodesia "and a number of other 
countries" already covered not only defence. foreign rela
tions. trade and road and rail communications, but also 
civil aviation. social welfare (including the reciprocul 
enforcement of judgements), water resources. power and 
soil conservation. 

In practice .. a great deal of .spade work" had been done. 
but us fur as formalizing these matters was concerned 
"we must hasten slowly". 

Replying to a call for dialogue with Zambia. Mr. 
Howman suid there was no Jack of willingness on the 
part of the Rhodesian Government "to enter into fruitful 
discussions with other African territories". 

But the call should have been addressed .. to those who 
hold the reins of power north of the Zambezi". 

www.rhodesia.me.uk 



July, 1972 RHODESIAN COMMENTARY 

Big increase in gold mining 
activity forecast 

A big increase in gold mining activity was forecast by the Minister of 
Mines. Mr. Ion Dlllon, who, in an Interview with The Rhodesian Financial 
Gazette, said his Minim) was considering wa)'S and means of providing 
finnndal aid to induce people to take advantage of the higher price of gold. 

Foreseeing this price increase the Ministry had over the fast few years 
"spent considerable sums of money and effort to find new gold bodie§
wUh a cenain degree of suc:c~". 

Rhodesia last year produced gold 
worth between R.l5 and R.S6 
million. it is pointed ouL While 
relatively small by South African 
standards. the counLrV was the sixth 
biggest gold producer in the world. 

When the gold price \\as low 
people were encouraged to look at 
more profitable base mineral mining 
ruther than to operate sub-cconomi~ 
gold mines. 

Fina11dal aid 
"But with the price at today's 

level there is no doubt that a lot 
more interc.'it will be taken in the 
possibility of reopening dormant 
gold mines and looking- for new 
gold mines," said the Minister. 

He added: ''Overall. I anticipate 
a quite considerable increase in 
gold mining activity." 

Financial aid he felt would be 
needed to induce farmer gold miners 
to return to the industry. 

"We don't have to import them 
- we have gold miners here as good 
as. anywhere in the world-but we 
wit! have to persuade them to 
return." 

No job reservation 
Job reservation for unskilled and 

semi-skilled Europeans was not 
justified. said the Minister of Labour 
and Social Welfare, Mr. (an 
M cLean. 

Some of the most poweriul trade 
unions represented lar~te numbers 
of unskrlled and semi-skilled Euro
pean workers whOl;e interests they 
were well fitted to look after. 

The Minister agreed that the 
position of the European working 
man must be maintained. 

Rhodesia\ European unemploy
ment ratio was one of the lowest in 
the world. he said. 

There was a shortfall of eight or 
nine per cent. io the field of skilled 
labour and the number of unskilled 
and semi-skilloo workers \\ ho regis
tered at employment exchanges 
throughout the country was about 
180 a month. 

"Prevent pollution" 
postage stamps 

A series of four postage stamps 
to be issued on July 17 will play a 
part in crc!ating an awareness of 
pollution and of the need to prevent 
it in all ih fl1rms. 
. Fortunately, Rhode.-.ia is compara

LIVelv free from the vanous forms 
of pollution commonly assO\:iated 
with indu,tnal complexes, but there 
·~ no room for compla~.:ency-pollu
llon has already reared its ugly head 
in our environment and is causing 
real concern 10 the case llf contami
nation of water supplies. 

ln the lillu)ttrations here the 13c 
stamp bears the slt'lgan "Be Cll\

wise" and shO\\S n smoking factorv 
chimney and the 3!c is "Be country·
wisc~ and shows a leaping bu\:k. The 
2!c stump is ··se airwise" (a bird 
flying) and the 7c stamp iJ. "Be 
waterwise·· (a leaping lhh). 

(Philatelic Bureau, Private Bag 
199 H. Salisbury.} 

Council cnntrol: African C'ouncils 
controlled 82J primary schools las r 
year and the number was expected 
to increase tn QJ8 in 1972. Jn I Q7ll 
they controlled 145 schools. 

A wine producer has he~n 
approached h) an overseas country 
interested in 1 mporting Rhodesian 
wmes. but it :.tated it could not con
sider exporting until demand on the 
home marJ..et had been fulfilled. 

Maize potential 
is vast 

s 

This year's record maize 
crop would be dwarfed in five 
venrs' time said a former 
Minister of Agriculture, Mr. 
Jack Quintan, when he opened 
the annual congress of the 
Grain Producers' Association. 

Maize had an export value 
if produced in volume. Rho
desia hau produced only small 
parcels of export maize by 
world standards. If the indus-
tr> had to grow into a major 
"rrld producer, he was sure 
the Government would assi .. t. 

Industrial uses 
In response to appeals in 

Parliamem for greater utiliza
tion or maize, members were 
told that new projects would 
be commg into production 
shortly \\hich would increase 
the industrial consumption of 
the crnp. Initially the products 

l 
would be cornfllour and modi
fied sLarch and after thaL. glu
co~t! syrup and maize gluten. 

Waste products to be 
recovered 

Atmospheric po llution in Rho
desm '' slight compared wilh other 
countries and the Government is in 
a favourahle po~•llon to prevent tur
ther deteriorution. said the Minister 
of Health. Mr. tan McLean. at 
the mougurol meeting of the Air 
Po llution Advi ... ury Board. 

The board was fnrmed "to guide 
the \\OTJ.. of the Ministry in its tack
ling of the poll u unn prnblem on 
sane and sdentitk: lines. bearing in 
mind the need to have an eve to the 
economk... of industry :ind the 
ecom~my of the country as a whole". 

He .,aid: "The diflkultie.o; under 
\~hich industries are operating, par
ucularly at the pre,ent time. are 
lully appreciated and the Mini-.try's 
approach to the-.e problems will 
therefnre be ralionol and not 
radical·· 

The Minister said industry must 
accept the fact that in future it was 
gqing tll have tll recycle ib effiuents 
and re~:over much of its waste 
products. 

Appeal launched: The Universitv 
nf R hndesia has lu unched an a ppeil 
for RS I m. to set up a Faculty of 
Engineering. 
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African National 
Congress gets 
warning 

When he asked Parliament to 
renew the state of emergency for 
another 12 months. the Minister of 
Law and Or~er. Mr. Desmond 
Lardner-Burke. said very similar 
circumstances affecting the security 
and economic well-being of Rho
desia existed today as existed a 
year ago. 

Trained terrorists in considerable 
numbers were waiting in Zambia 
and others were undergoing train
ing elsewhere. 

lnfiltrntion 
Instead or large bands being sent 

across the Zambezi it had become 
the practice to infiltrate intelligence 
agents af!d ~peciall}: select~ men 
with 1.pectfic mstruchons. Whrle the 
Pearce Commission was in the 
country three such terrorists were 
apprehended. 

The pattern now appeared to be 
directed towards stimulating in
ternal subversion with the aid of 
those dissidents already within the 
country. 

An additional threat to the 
borders came from Frelimo who 
had extended its terrorist activities 
to the Tele district. 

Communist a1id in the form of 
arms and money continued to Ho\\ 
via the O.A.U. to the terrorist 
movements. The World Council of 
Churches and cenain left-wing 
organizations in the west and in 
Scandinavia continued to give moral 
and financial supporL 

The Minister said it was relevant 
to examine the African National 
Council as a potential threat to 
security. There was ample evidence 
to show that elements within this 
party had resorted to violence. inti
midation and had advocated civil 
disobedience to achieve their ends. 

Tolerance 
Government tolerance during the 

visit of the Pearce Commission was 
taken as a signal that African 
nationalists could. once more. 
indulge in a free-for-all reminiscent 
of the early 1960s. 

The next point of significance 
concerning the A.N.C. was the large 
proportion of former detainees and 
reslrictees among its office bearers. 

"The Ciovernment must be ready 
to act without hesitation the 
mnmo:nt this organization endangers 

ornnrlnu~ I• aut a.lumol 
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He left the big city to make 
Mr. Gapare 
stands by a weD
built irrigation 
furrow on his 
plot. 

money in the country 
After working as a salesman in 

Salisbury for many years, illness 
forced Mr. Robinson Gapare to 
return to his home in Serima Tribal 
Trust Land and, to giVe himself 
somelhing to do and to earn money, 
he decided to make a small vege
table garden near a river. 

The demand for vegetables from 
local people became so great that 
he increased the size of his plot and 
installed a hand pump. The follow
ing year he bought an engine and 
pump from his profits. 

The Ministry of Internal Affairs 
agricultural staff were so impressed 
by Mr. Gapare's efforts that they 
-.uggested he start an irrigation 
scheme. They advised him how to 
plan this and helped in every way. 

As a result he extended his plot 
lo 0.6 hectare and built a storage 
reservoir and brick canal. Chief 
Serima gave him permission to use 
the land and encouraged him with 
his project. 

Mr. Oapare grows early and late 
maize. onions. cabbages, beans and 
tomatoes and, besides selling pro
duce locally, he sends mealies and 
vegetables to other centres. He now 
employs three labourers. 

He has also constructed a dam 

ICnoulnurd frvm pr~•lout colum111 

the public safety of Rhodesia. 
"We do not oppose the forma

tion of a new party which is pre
pared to work. constitutionally and 
realistically for the good of Rho
desia, but the last thing we wic;h to 
see is the emergence of a party as 
the successor in violence tn those 
that have gone before." 

above his irrigation plot and intends 
enlarging it and laying underground 
plastic pipes so as to fill his 
reservoir by gravity. 

He follows good farming methods 
and J...eep farm records. 

Mr. Gapare buys cattle from the 
money he makes and fattens them 
before selling to the Cold Storage 
Commission in Fort Victoria at a 
good profit. 

He is now glad he left the city 
and says that he owes his success to 
the guidance and sound advice of 
the agricultural staff. 

This progressive man strongly 
recommends that other farmers in 
the Tribal Trust Lands go in for 
irrigation as well, because it 
guarantees good crops and hand
some profits. 

------
Study of history 

The Central Africa Historical 
Association has founded a new 
journal, Rhodesian History. in order 
to provide "a forum for the dispas
sionate study of the history of Rho
de!.ia." 

Volume I include's articles, among 
others. on Asians in Rhodesia and 
Kenya (a comparative political his
tory): Engine Without a Governor 
(early years of B.S.A. Co.): The 
Zamnezi Ruins Re-examined; and 
the Tcte Agreement. Review articles 
are orr Some Problems of Govern
ment in Rhodesia: Ndebele History 
in I Q7f: and the Course of African 
Rc .. io;La nee in S. Rhodesia. 

1 ht: As,ociation's address is Dept. 
of HP,tOr). University of Rhodesia. 
P.O. BoK MP 167. Mount Pleasant, 
Sali,bur). 

www.rhodesia.me.uk 



July, 1972 RHODESIAN COMMENTARY 

MINE DISASTER RELIEF FUND: This photograph was taken at 
Government House in Salisbury of the President, Mr. Clifford Dupont, 
discussing with Senate Chiefs their contributions to the Wankie Disaster 
Relief Fund which now stands at over R.$160 000. 
---------------------

lt was the right decision says 
Bank's Governor 

The decision made on December 19 not to adjust Rhodesia's currency 
was not precipitate, said Mr. N. H. B. Bruce. Governor of the Reserve 
Bank, recently. Some arguments that it would not be possible to maintain 
the position bordered on the ridiculous. 

"There was ample time before 
December 19 to give full and 
thorough consideration to the most 
advantageous course of action in 
respect of the future of the Rho
desian dollar. 

"It was foreseen. of course. that 
our industrial exporters in particular 
would suffer a disadvantage for a 
time. but already external infla
tionary price rises have reduced this 
disadvantage and 1 would venture 
to say that before long the indus
trialists would be able to regain the 
competitive export advantages 
which they previously enjoyed." 

Mr. Bruce said he was completely 
satisfied that the greatest advantage 
would result from the decision not 
to devalue, and that the decision 
would be upheld. 

Mr. Bruce said the country's 
principal problem was not that of 
increasing foreign currency earnings. 
because it had been doing this for 
the past four years at an average 
rate of 11 per cent. per annum. 

It was that the rate of growth 
of the domestic economy was such 
that the demand for foreign cur
rency exceeded these earnings. 

Mr. Bruce said last year the 

Reserve Bank approved 2 786 ··no 
currency involved deal" permits for 
a total value of R.S7 188 000. but 
four hunderd and thineen applica
tions involving R.S7 946 000 were 
refused. 

Wider power for 
chiefs 

In response to the appeal in the 
Senate by a number of chiefs for 
elevation of the office of chief and 
for greater powers to enable them to 
deal with "troublesome elements" in 
their areas of jurisdiction, the Prime 
Minister. Mr. Jnn Smith, said that 
in conjunction wtth the Minister of 
internal Affair.;, Mr. Lance Smith. 
thi'> was a matter which had already 
received his attention. He hoped to 
communicate with the chiefs in the 
near future. 

Mr. Smith said he had been en
couraged to see the way Senator 
Chiefs had "systematically" demo
lished the allegations in the Pearce 
report on the chiefs' role in African 
society. their role as political leaders 
in particular. .. 

ICoad•• .. iJ1 •GI rol•••l 

7 

Provincialization 
reaffirmed 

··we do believe very strongly in 
provincialization - the whole con
cept. 1 am satisfied that Govern
ment is going to continue to give 
this a high priority." said Mr. Ian 
Smith in an interview with the news 
agency lana. 

''I don't believe this can be done 
overnight. Certainly the Africans 
have a long way to go and a lot to 
learn. but unless we start we will 
never get moving." 

The sooner the exercise was 
started the sooner people would 
prove their capabilities. 

"We can commence immediately. 
But it will be a gradual process ot 
building the administration up and 
allocating greater responsibihty to 
the provincial administration as it 
show~ it is capable of assuming the 
responsibalities," he said. 

Asked about the expense of e.•.tab
lishing African administrations in 
the African areas. he said that as 
provincial governmenl'i came into 
being the requirements of central 
Government would be lessened. 

"1 believe that provancialization 
and community development should 
go together-you should get more 
value fl'lr your money. In other 
words you should make hetter use 
of the funds lhat are available." he 
said. 

"An e.'>sential part of community 
development and also provincializa
tion is that you make people more 
re.o;ponsible for their own affairs. 
Therefore you ex peel to get more 
out of them. a greater per~onal con
tribution from them. 

''This is one of the thin~s inherent 
in the whole concept and of course 
that doesn't cost the Government or 
the taxpayer money." 

ICo•d .. ...s '"'• prnloua colu111nl 

"ln the proces!'. they clearly dh,
played their contempt for the views 
expressed by certain members in an
other House (of Assembly) and in so 
doing revealed where responsible 
African political leadership was to 
be found ." 

Mr. Lance Smith made an attack 
on the tribally elected members of 
the House of Assembly Y.hen he 
answered poinlo; raised in the debate 
on the President's Speech. 

He criticized them for the Jack of 
political leadership, especially during 
the vb.it of the Pearce Commission. 
and for their lack of co-operation 
with the chiefs they were meant to 
represent. 
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Great new grain 
depot 

The Grain Marketing Board's 
new bulk handling depot at Lion's 
Den is the largest inland installation 
of its type in Southern Africa in 
storage capacity and rate of hand
ling. 

On the 17,4 ha site there are 20 
bins of 15,2 m diameter and four 
of 7,6 m diameter. All are 32 m 
high and they have a total capacity 
of q2 600 t. The reclaim tunnel is 
380 m long. 

There are six intake hoppers and 
the plant can accept 3 600 t of grain 
in eight hours-the equivalent of 
one 20-t truck in less than two 
minutca 45 seconds. 

In the picture the Minister of 
Agricultu~ Mr. David Smith 
(right), and Mr. D. A. B. Woold
rldge. general manager of G.M.B., 
are seen viewing the structure. 

New tobacco marketing sy,stem Barges might be 
used on 
Zambezi 

A new tobacco marketing system incorporating a partial return to l'ree 
and unfettered auctions will be in operation during ne.d year~!l saleS season. 
This was announced by the Minister of Agriculture, Mr. David Smith, at 
the Rhodesia Tobacco Association1s annual congress in Salisbury. 

The Portuguese authorities intend 
to investigate the establishment of a 
barge system on the Zambezi River 
when they have completed the 
Cabora Bassa dam. the Rhodesian 
Minister of Transport and Power. 

Mr. Smith also announced there would be no cut in the tobacco crop 
target for the coming season. The crop target for 1972-73 would be 66m. 
kg (145,5m. lb.), fractionall:t· more than the current target. 

The Government had also agreed 
to the introduction of the new 
marketing system, designed to bring 
growers closer to the marketing and 
pricing realities of a free and un
fettered auction system as a start 
to a process of reducing Govern
ment control and a return to free 
enterprise in tobacco marketing. 

The Minister said a major 
criticism of the present m3rketing 
system had been the element of 
unreality created by relating prices 
to the Tobacco Marketing' Board's 
price schedule. 

ll had now been decided that the 
whole crop would be sold by open 
auction for the account of growers 
themselves. (At present the Tobacco 
Corporation pays fixed prices to 
growers for all grades. irr~.-spective 
of the prices paid by buyers.) 

The Corporation. however, would 
be a residual buyer at the auctions 
for a number of grades for which 
it would set a ftoor price designed 

In lhe Uniled Slate., lhl• malerlal is &led ..Ub 
the Ocpanmcnl of Jwticc, •here 1hc required 
rqistralion mlcment, in 1crnu of the ForeJan 
Aacnll Re.k&MJhon Atl. of lhe Rhndesllln lnfor· 
mllion OtfJce. a~ McGtll Tcrra<e Wuhln11en. 
D .C., u an aaency nf chc Rhn.le.•b M~nis~ of 
lnlonnatlon. is •••ilahle for Jn!lptttlon. Rea.Stra. 
lion don not indltale appronJ by 1he Unlled 
ltatn Cionmmcn1. 

to preserve the valu<! of tobacco as Mr. Rodger Hawkins, said recently. 
a commodity and at a level to "The old dream that we might 
encourage maximum competition. use a water system is now approach

ing some form of reality." said the 
Guarantee Minister. "I believe that we may be 

The Government would continue able to take advantage of the water-
to guarantee a national average ways provided." 
price for the tobacco target. The Cabora Bassa dam is 

Enlarging on the guaranteed expected to flood back into Rho-
overage price, he said last year's desia to a point about 10 miles 
guarantee was 50,7c a kg (23c per from Umscngezi. Mr. Hawkins en-
lb.). For the 1972-73 crop of 66 visaged barge trains passing down 
million kg it would be Slc a kg- the dam and being conveyed round 
a fractional increase. the dam wall into the Zambezi 

Both the target and price were river and onward to a port at its 
realistic and reasonable, and he mouth. 
hoped the trade would give growers Investigations had been made into 
the support they deserved. the choice of a suitable port to 

accommodate vessels of 18 000 
Implicit in the new scheme was tonnes. The two possibilities were 

the gradual withdrawal of Govern- Chinde, which was not at this stage 
ment support until the industry was fully developed and the construe-
once again standing on ilc; own. tion of a new port on the left bank 

Mr. Smith added that the new of the Cuama River. 

marketing system was the brain- Prices for agricultural implements 
child of the RTA and he compli- in Rhodesia increased over the last 
mented the association for adopting five years by 15,6 per cent. whereas 
a realistic and positive approach to in U.K. they increased by almost 22 
the industry's problems. per cent. 
PubllJhrd loy thr R/uld-:-,"'-ian--M-11111- ,y- of- ln- lo_r_tnal_ to-n,- lmmlrro·wn and ToMrlsm, 1'.0. Bolt ~m. 
Louu-y, Sulubur>. Rluldr:na, for diJtriloutlo" at homr anJ ..,.,.,uJ, l'nlllnl by tilt Gowr_., 

l'rln•,, I' 0. Bo~< 81l6l. Cau,wa•·· 
Pdll1llotl allo la Arribu.l, Frndo, G .... , ltallu aM Port.,_.., AI ... m.t IQ1 lie "fftll•otl 

la UJ r- wllll or tricllo• adl.ewW.-..c. 
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