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Traditional 
Britain 

links with ; 
• rema1n 

R HODESIA'S quarrel is with the politicians in 
Whitehall, not the British people from whom there 

is much sympathy and support for this country's cause, 
says Mr. Ian Smith in an article in the London Sunday 
&press. 

"We are proud that in so many events in history 
in which Britain has been the major participant we 
Rhodesians have been able to assist, too. This is a 
feeling that will always stay with Rbodesians. and the 
fact that we have bad a difference of opinion with your 
politicians will not affect the long-held traditional 
relationships which exist between our two countries. 

"Our whole character has been developed alongside 
British tradition, and it will not be our intention to 
break any of these things just for the sake of breaking 
them." 

GOOD IMMIGRANTS: "In Rhodesia we wel
come all good migrants with the capital and know-how 
to help us develop our natural resources in the interests 
of all Rbodesians, the black man as well as the white 
man. 

"For this reason I say that British 
migrants will always be welcome here. 
They will find this a friendly, happy land 
to live in." 

Mr. Smith forecut that one day Rho
desia's trade with Britain will be 
resumed. 

"This is an economic fact We had 
our long established British markets, and 
people remember this and appreciate our 
products and the fact that we have 
always maintained a high standard.'' 

However, the new markets which Rho
desia had established since independence 
were important and will be retained. 

Constitution 
On the new Constitution, Mr. Smith 

says: "We are not trying to produce a 
Constitution which will pull a fast one 
over the African in our country. 

Mrs. Iris McNamara aod Mbs Valeric 
Kolbc-Booysen, stenopapben to the 
Prime M.inistcr, pose for their pboto
crapb after ope~~la& another of the many 
batches of cables congratulatiuc Che 
Prime Minister on bis su~cess In the 
refereudum. 'lbe mcssaaes or goodwlll 
bnve come from all over the world in
cluding London, ICaly, Austrolla, South 
Africa, Portupt, Greece. Northern 
Ireland and Americn. 

"The African and the European are 
in this country together for better or for 
worse, and we must make the best of our 
opportunities and continue to live 
to~ether. 

'There are people who have suggested 
that our new Constitution has deviated 
from our old Rhodesian standard of 
mcritoc.racy-advancement on merit and 
merit alone. 

(Coat!. ... 011 paae 21 
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~~gesofgoodwiU 

To prevent people 
getting lost 

The Department of National 
Parks and Wild Life Management 
Is looking Into the question of 
signposts, improving paths and 
uther means to prevem people get
ting lost on mountains and other 
areas of national parks, at the 
same time prt!suving the wild ami 
naJural aspects of parks. 

Wit/1 the exception of game 
areas, where people must remain 
ill their cars and on the roads, 
visitors to all national parks have 
completely fru and unimpeded 
access to all areas other than 
leased situ. 
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Target for economic growth 
RHODESIA must achieve a growth in the gross domestic product of 

about S to 6 per cent a year in real terms. the Minister of Commerce 
and Industry, Mr. Jack Mussett. told the Umtali Chamber of Commerce. 

He said the country could expect an intensification of the obstacles 
preventing it from moving forward. 

"We can expect an attempt not only of preventing progress but of 
breaking down what we have already achieved. Under these circumstances, 
defence will not be good enough-we must attack." 

"I can think of no better way of 
attaclcing than building on the success 
of the pllSl and e~tpanding in every 
direction that lies in our means. Even 
if the attack on us does not materialize 
or, once launched, fizzles out, we must 
continue to attack, in other words Clt
pand. 

"This is not a precise figure, but one 
near enough to reality and achievement. 
I would guess that ma.,ufacturing indus
try's contribution to its attainment could 
be in the region of an increase in pro
duction of 12 per cent. in real terms," 
be said. 

He believed industry could attain a 
higher figure than this. 

wm succeed 
Mr. Mussett referred to the remarks 

by Dr. Rousscau, chairman of Sasol, who 
likened Rhodesia's present position to 
that of South Africa when that country 
left the Commonwealth. 

"He mentioned that South Africa was 
in the dog-bolt of world opinion but they 
did not lie down nod lick their wounds," 
said Mr. Mll\Sett. 

"Working together as never before they 
accepted the challenge and entered a 

Traditional links 
tCoatiaaed from pap I) 

"If anything, under our new Constitu
tion we have an even higher standard of 
meritocracy. 

"Until now, every Constitution in 
{lbodesia has been a racial Constitution. 
For Cltamplc, the enshrinement of land
half for the African and half for the 
European-this is racial, and many other 
parts of our old Constitutions have 
always been racial." 

In the 1961 Constitution, however, 
right• were preserved for only one race 
-the African. 

Protcdlon 
"In our new Constitution we arc try

ing to give the European the same pro
tection as is given to the African-in 
other words returning to the prc-1961 
situation. 

"H any race has to Jive in fear that it 
is going to be subjugated by the other 
race then you haven't got much of a 
chance. 

uwe have very good relations in Rho
desia, and we are dedicated to main
taining and preserving them." 

Municipal budgets 
soar 

Salisbury's 1969-70 budget of 
more than .£20m. is a record or 
near record. 

It contains a £4.07m. capital 
estimate for 1969-70-the fourth 
highest on record and the highest 
since the boom years. 

Bulawayo City Council has 
approved a record budget of 
£10,566,052, with n record capital 
expenditure of £3,251,135 and a 
revenue or recurrent expenditure 
of £7.314,917. 

The rates remain unchanged. 
Jt is the first time in the city's 

history that a budget in double 
figures in the millions bad been 
reached. The capital or develop
ment expenditure was the highest 
for 10 years. 

phase of continuous boom. I have no 
hesitation in saying that Rhodesians will 
act no differently, and Rhodesia will 
succeed as South Africa has succeeded." 

The Minister said he had been Clt
horted by merchants in the import agency 
trade to compel industrialists to use their 
agency services for the distribution of 
their goods. While the Ministry pressed 
this procedure on the people about to 
establish a new factory, it could not 
insist on its implementation. 

A.• one people 
Referring to the contribution to the 

country made by the commercial and 
industrial sectors during the past 3! 
years, Mr. Mll\SCtt said it bad been vital. 

However, countries were not built on 
memories of great de~ in the past and 
Rhodesia should move forward together 
as one people. 

* * * * * 
P.O. Savings: There has been a steady 
increase in the total amount of deposits 
in the Post Office Savings Bank since 
1964 when in that year they totalled 
.£23, 183,000. By 1968 the deposits had 
increased to £30,962,000. 
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Thousands of 
visitors saw 

for themselves 
Thousands of visitors who came 

to Rhodesia to see for themselves 
hod greatly- helped to correct the 
wrong impressions, says the annual 
report of the Ministry of Informa
tion, Immigration and Tourism. 

Facts about Rhodesia had been dis
torted by every form of news media 
throughout the world and there had been 
constant endeavour to correct the 
damaaing impressions which had so 
often been created. 

"Fortunately we have been assisted 
in our endeavours by innumerable sup
porters at home and abroad as well as 
by thousands of visitors. 

"Congressmen and Senators from the 
United States, p:~rlinmentnrians, poli
ticians. journalists and tourists from all 
over the world have witnessed the trnn
quillity of our country and the unity of 
our people." 

Material aid 
Many of these people-particularly in 

South Africa. the Portuguese territories, 
the Anglo-Rhodesian Society and many 
fmternities in the United States-had 
given material aid to Rhodesia. 

The External Information Section's 
report from Washington said: "Major 
nationn1 newspapers such ns the Nell' 
York Times and those in the W aflrinll
ton Post group continued to publish 
hostile editorials and unsymoathetic 
comment on the Rhodesian situation and 
were quick to quote out of conte'<t 
remarks calculated to hurt the Rhodesian 
Government. 

"Conversely, they found their columns 
too full when statement~. de!'i~ncd to 
correct the false impression crented. were 
produced by the mission staff and 
sympathizers. 

Fair appral.sal 
"Smaller newspapers in mf'st slates 

provided a continuing series of columns 
and editorials which gave a fair nppraisn1 
of the facts surrounding Rhodesia's 
struJtgle." 

The report adds: "The department 
maintained its efforts to keep the Rho
desian public informed of Government 
policy and development and these were 
encoded to ensure that the true facts 
were made known to the outside world." 

* * * * * 
Ballet star: The triumph of the Stuttgart 
Ballet in its first American season has 
been a triumph also for ballerina Judith 
Reyn of Rhodesia says a New York 
report. 

www.rhodesia.me.uk 
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After the referendum 
SIR HUMPRREY GIBBS 

RESIGNS 
On June 24 Sir Humphrcy Gibbs 

stated at a Press conference that he bad 
accepted release by the Queen from office 
as the last Governor of Rhodesia-and 
as the last British Governor in Africa. 
He said that as there appeared to be no 
chance of a negotiated settlement with 
Britain in the foreseeable future, no use
ful purpose would be served by his 
remaining in offi~ 

From the results of the rcfcrendun. it 
was apparent that the majority of the 
electorate bad demonstrated that it 
wanted Rhodesia to break all ties, not 
only with the Queen, but also with 
Britain and the Commonwealth, Sir 
Humpbrey said. 

• • • 
The British residual mission in SaUs-

bury and Rhodesia House in London will 
shut by July 14. 

The seven houses owned in Salisbury 
by the British Government wiU be put 
on a care-a.nd-maintenance basis, as will 
Rhodesia House in London. 

• • • 
For the last time God Save the Queen 

was played on June 25 at the official 
opening of the Rhodesian Parliament
the last of its Jcind before Rhodesia 
becomes a republic. 

• • • 
For the first time sinc:c independence 

Rhodesian judges were present at the 

opening of Parliament. this being the 
first new $C$Sion since the judiciary 
accorded the Government de jure recog
nition. They did not, however, take part 
in the proc:cssion in their robes, but sat 
in the Speaker's Gallery dressed in suits. 

NEW RIGHT-WING PARTY 
The formation of a new Right-wing 

poUtical party to be known as the 
Conservative Alliance of the RepubUc 
of Rhodesia was announced in Parlia
ment by the Independent Rhodesian 
Front M.P. for Salisbury City, Mr. Robin 
Jamcs. 

He said because of the "eclipse" of 
the Centre Party some measure of con
trol was needed over what Mr. Jamcs 
refeued to as "the multiracial, integra
tionist policies of the Rhodesian Fronl" 

This was not only to cnsun: the 
political survival of the European, but 
also of the African in his own areas. 

AFRICANS UNITE IN A NEW 
OPPOSmON PARTY. 

The two African political parties, the 
United People's Pa~ and the Demo
cratic Party, have dissolved and then 
united to form a new opposition party, 
the National People's Union. 

The M.P. for Matabeleland South, Mr. 
E. P. Mhlanga, will not join the new 
party, saying he would serve his people 
u an independent 

Southern Africa women's hockey tournament 
The picture shows the ll1llrCh past of teams at the 38th South Afriam women's Inter
provincial hockey tournament held in Salisbury. Over 350 players and oftidab, DlOit 
of them from tbe South African provinces, desc:mdcd on the dty for the week-Ion& 

contest. 

Foreign 
currency 
allocations are 
increased 

3 

Foreign ammcy allocations are 
to be locreased and this should lead 
to a wider choice of imported non
essential goods iD tbe latter part of 
the year, a spokesman for tbe 
Minimy of Commerce and lndDStry 
said. 

Be said these goods indude such 
Items as fresh fruit, fresh fish, wines 
and spirits, cameras and photo
papblc equipment, electrical goods, 
men's suits, dnned foods and 
cosmetics. 

The spokesman said the extra imports 
would not affect the domestic market for 
locally manufactured goods. 

He said the over-all foreign currency 
allocations had been increased for the 
quota period which begins on August 1 
and runs to the end of the year. 

The allocation for importing non
essential goods had been doubled com
pared with the slashed allocations of the 
present four-month quota period. 

The present allocations were cut be
~use of pressure from competing priori
ties on the currency available earlier in 
the year. 

ln particular, the Government had to 
make available a large sum for the 
import of grain bags to cope with the 
bumper 1969 maize crop. This commit
ment has now fallen away. 

There probably will be more foreign 
currency available for distribution in the 
second half of this year. 

Last wee!. the Prime Minister. Mr. 
Smith, said that there was a £3,000,000 
improvement on \' isible trade m the 
balance of payments in the first four 
months of this year. And the Grain 
Marketing Board has sold 7,000,000 bags 
of maize from the I 969 crop to South 
Africa. 

Tire-treading industry 
increase 

A big expansion in the tire-treading 
industry because, iL is reported. of the 
upsurge in civil engineering and the 
resulting need for earth-moving equip
ment and heavy transport. 

lt is announced that RhoLrcads is ex· 
panding its Salisbury factory by 6,000 
square feet at a cost of about £70,000. 

The new building is to house plant for 
the manufacture of tire mats which will 
replace to a large extent the coir article 
previously imported. 

www.rhodesia.me.u 
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OPENING OF PARLIAMENT 

His &ceDeoc:y tbc Of6ccr Admln.lsterh:J& 
tbe Govemmeat, Mr. Clifford Dupoat, 

lnspeds the Guard of Hoaour. 'De Prime Mlniller llDI1 Mn. 
Rouse. 

www.rhodesia.me.uk 
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Mn. DopGnf in lhe ptocasloa 
into the ClJambu. 

I..efu Police mounted escort. 

Bottom left: The Mace precedes 
the Speaker, the Hon. A. R. W. 

Stumbles. 

Below: M..P.s In proccssloo. 
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Attitude of 
parents to 
education 

A TABLE of median aaes of pupils 
at all levels in the annual report 

of the Secretary for African Bducation 
sbowa a siznificant change in recent 
years in the attitude of parents. 

The table shows a median age on 
bt January, 1968, of 6 years tO months 
in Grade I, rising to 19 years 9 months 
in Upper Form VI. 

"The table shows how significantly 
the composition of the school popula
tion hu changed from that of 20 years 
ago when it was commonplace to have 
youths of 18 lcam;ng in StJutdard 3," 
the report says. 

Cuawlatln 
"The table represents the cumulative 

effect of proper educational re~~tio!', 
co-operation from school authonttes 10 
carrying out the regulation and, most of 
all an acceptoncc by p:1rents thcm-
5el~es of the real function of a primary 
school. 

"Indeed, the pendulum has swung far 
and at the begmning o f any year it is 
possible to find mothers anxiously 
try:ing to register in Grade I their 
children of 5t years, too young to 
benefit from our curriculum." 

The report notes the building, and 
part-financing. by the residents of St. 
Mary's Township. near Snlisbury, of 
the new Zcngcza School which can 
provide for more than 1,000 pupils. 

New technique 
The beginning of 1968 saw the intro

duction of the New Approach-a new 
teaching technique - into 522 schools. 
an encouraging advance on the 52 
schools which were orientated in 1967. 
More than 1,000 Grade 1 teachers and 
headmasters underwent conversion 
courses to new techniques and attitudes 
to enable them to effect this chanae. 

''The success of this first stage in the 
re-orientation progmmme is beyond 
doubt," the report remark!. 

Five new junior secondary schools 
were opened at the beginning of 1968, 
and most provinces report new building 
schemes, renovations and the provision 
of new equipment at many of the 
secondary schools. 

A total of 1,072 teachers - 965 
primary school, 46 junidr secondary 
school, and 61 secondary school teachers 
-completed their course. 

* * * * * 
lnrorpornted: Peri-urban townships west 
and south of Umtali, and suburbs of Que 
Que, have been incorporated within their 
respective municipalities. 
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Family planning need appreciated 
"I am quite convinced that our urban African commwtity iJ, at a rapidly 

arowina rate, appRCiatina the need for and the value of family planning. .. 
said the chairman of the Salisbury Family Planning Association. 

AUendancc at African clinics Jut year increased from 5,325 in 1967 to 
10,686. Government should boldly tackle the problem of aid to the people 
and could safely disregard waminp that their action was politically motivated. 

He appealed to the Press not to attempt to play up this angle-the 
problem was too serious in the world today. 

Employment 
figures up 

Excluding agriculture, the number of 
Europeans, Asians and Coloureds in em
ployment reached a. total of 93,400 in 
April according to provisional ~g~res 
published by the Central StatiStical 
Office. 

This is 7,100 more than in April, 1967, 
and the highest since the beginning of 
that year. At the end of last year there 
were 96,200 Europeans, Asians and 
Colourcds employed in all sectors, in
cluding agriculture. 

The provi.sional figures show that 
17,980 were employed in manufacturing. 
6,220 in construction, 24,810 in com
merce, 11,010 in transport and communi
cations and 33,350 in all other sectors. 

As yet no figures a rc available this 
year for those employed in agriculture 
but in December, 1968, there were 4,110. 

The number of African employees, ex
cluding those in agriculture, provision
ally totalled 391,100 in April, 1969, 
which is the highest total since Septem
ber, 1968. when 384,000 were known to 
be employed. Africans employed in agri
culture in December, 1968, numbered 
231,900, giving a grand total in a ll sectors 
for that month of 620,600. 

Building activity 
maintains its 

impetus 
Building activity maintained its im

petus during the first five months of this 
year. 

Building plans approved between 
January and April, 1969, were valued at 
£7,561,000. Thls shows only n slight 
drop over the same period last year when 
the figure was £7,750,000. 

In 1966 the value of building plans 
approved slumped to £8,836,000 but in
creased the following year to £14,767,000 
and nearly doubled again in 1968 when 
the figure rose to £27,820,000. Most of 
the plans approved in 1968 related to 
residential buildings (£18,827.000) while 
commercial and industrial plans accoun
ted fo r £6,837,000, an increase of 
£3,071,000 over the preceding year. 

Building activity was greatest in Salis
bury in April this year where plans 
approved totalled £1,087,000 showing an 
increase over the preceding month of 
£342,000. Apart from Fort Victoria, all 
other main cent res showed an increase in 
plans approved over the figures for 
March, 1969. 

Cloud seeding tests satisfactory 
The programme of experimental cloud 

seeding carried out in the last rainy 
season gave satisfactory results. 

Experiments were confined to the inter
mediate category of clouds which are 
neither too large nor too small, since 
these represented the conditions under 
which seeding might produce rain in 
useful amounts. 

Somt were seeded and others were 
untreated. In both cnses they were care
fully observed and their rainfoll was 
m~ured by special instruments carried 
on the aircraft flying at cloud base. The 
length and breadth of the cloud and the 
duration of rain were also measured. 

An analysis of the results showed that 
seeding led to an appreciable increase in 
the amount of rain precipitated by the 
clouds. Because the clouds drifted with 
the wind during their life-time, the rain 
was distributed over a la rger area on 
the ground. This means that the increase 

of rain per acre would not be ns great as 
the increase from ony one cloud. 

Further experiments arc planned for 
next season, and will include measure
ment of rainfall on the ground as well 
as immediately under the cloud. 

Security equipment 
A greatly increased demand for sophis

ticated security equipment and a widen
ing export market have cnused the Chubb 
Lock and Safe Co. to plan a production 
programme involving a move to new 
premises and the manufacture of several 
detection and alarm systems previously 
imported. Work has begun on an I 1,000 
sq. ft. factory in Salisbury that will cost 
about £35,000 and which will more than 
double the existing factory area. 

www. rhodesia.me. u k 
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Territorial training on borders Regiment asserts 
its right 

I NFANTRY units of the Army 
Territorial Force and the General 

Army Reserve will for the next two 
years undergo operational training 
In the border areas alongside regular 
units. 

In a radio interview Major-General 
Kcilh Costcr said training camps fur 
Territorials would be for 28 days in the 
two-year period instead or the present 
nnnual 14-day camps and, for the reserve 
units, 14 days instead of the annual 
seven days. 

Territorial training had changed very 
little since 1927-except for extended 
National Scrvh.:c - but there had been 
"a very considerable change in the 
threat facing Rhodesia ... from insur
gents and terrorists". 

Age limit set 
An upper age limit has been sel for 

men in the general reserve. who will not 
be required to go to camps after the age 
of 38. At present the age limit is 55. 

Maj.-Gen. Cosier also announced that 
marriage nnd children's allowances for 
the Territorials and Army reservists will 
be increased by an average of 140 per 
cent. from July. 

Increases would range from 82 per 
cent. to 215 per cent., averaging 140 
per cent. 

The new rates would apply to all 
T~rritorials and reservist!, not just those 
attending camps. 

Service medal 
He also said that the issue of a 

general service medal for members of 
the Security Forces, in recognition of 

their part in the defence of Rhodesia, 
was being considered. 

Training camps in the Zambezi Valley 
for some Terntorial Force units had 
been so enthusiastically received that he 
had been bombarded with demands from 
other units, said General Coster. 

So, for the next two years at any 
rate, infantry units of the Territorial 
FNce and the reserve, together with 
specially selected members of non
infantry units, would do their camps in 
border areas, patrolling shoulder-to
shoulder with the Regular Army and 
those on extended national service. 

The 1st Battalion of the Royal Rho
desia Regiment asserts the right, granted 
to it seven years ago, to march through 
Salisbury with bayonets fixed in recog
nition of its having been granted the 
freedom of the city. The Mayor, Alder
man Florence Chisholm, took the salute 
from the rostrum in the background. 

The Regiment had its origin in the 
years of the country's founding- 1890. 

The Maltese Cross in its badge signifies 
the alliance with the King's Royal Rifles, 
one of the most famous British Regi
ments. 

Success of the Security Forces 
T he Security Forces achieved almost 

total elimination of terrorists from with
in Rhodesia says the annual report of 
the Commissioner of Police. 

"This is most gratifying and reflects 
well on the smooth functioning of our 
security organization and inter-Services 
liaison. 

" [t is most fitting that I pay tribute 
to the Army and the Air Force for the 
highly efficient part they have played in 
these operations and the co-operation 
extended to the Police." 

The threat to the security of the coun
try meant that additional military-type 
training had to be given to members of 
the B.S.A.P. 

All members of the force responded 
magnificently to this added facet of 
training, and police anti-terrorists units 

now patrolled far and wide seeking out 
terrorist-type criminals. 

Members of the Police Reserve gave 
valuable support to the regular services 
and played an important part in anti· 
terrorist operations. 

Figures in the report show that the 
number of security offences in the coun· 
try in 1968 again dropped sharply. Last 
year 101 cases were dealt with, compared 
with 310 in 1967 and 724 in 1966. 

There were 33 cases of intimidation, of 
which 16 were cleared by the arrest of 
35 people. Incidents of ' intimidation 
showed a 57 per cent. decline against the 
1967 total. 

"There was a marked decrease in poli
tically inspired crimes despite the release 
from restriction of certain African natio
nalists," said the report. 

www.r odesia.me.uk 
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Maize farming 
importance 

M AIZE farmers will receive a 
£200,000 windfall in the form 

of a supplementary payment on the 
crop marketed in the past intake 
season. The extra payment will 
amount to IOd. a bag marketed. 
increasing the producer price for last 
year's harvested crop to 32s. 7d. a 
bag. 

The chairman of the Grain Producers· 
Association said: "The country owes a 
tremendous debt of gratitude to the 
maize farmer who, this year. will con
tribute materially to the townsman being 
able to obtain certain imported luxuries 
and necessit ies at no cost to the 
Exchequer." 

He said the grain producing industry, 
with maize as its cornerstone. W:IS a 
major contributor to the country's 
wealth. 

Efficiency 
The costs of major input items were 

largely out of the control of producers. 
but the recent reductions in the price of 
nitrogen wa~ a significant move in the 
right direction. 

The advent of bulk handling would act 
as a catalyst to improve efficiency on the 
part of the farmer. 

The executive officer of the Associa
tion of Rhodesian Industries said the 
£11,200,000 in foreign exchange already 
earned this ~ea~on by maize e."tportS 
should come into the national pipeline 
by the end of the year and the first 
import quota period in January next 
should be much easier for importers 
than the present one. 

World record 
He emphasized the vital necessity of 

agricultural products. particularly maize. 
if Rhodesia were to have a satisfactory 
balance of payments position. 

He said the gross output of maize 
farmers in the past 10 years had 
increased by about 300 per cent_ and 
their average acre-yield was rapidly 
nearing the world record held b~· Canada 

Canada's national average maize yield 
was 23 bags an acre. followed by the 
United States with 19!. F rance with 11i 
and Russia with 14. For the past few 
years Rhodesia's average was about 15 
bags, and this year it would probably 
exceed 20. 

* * * * * Join~ world body: The Rhode.~ia Girl 
Guides Association. which auaincd the 
status of an independent Association 
within the Commonwealth in 1967. has 
been granted associate mcmbershi p C'f 
the World As~ociation following a meet
ing in Helsinki. This is a normal first 
step to full membership. 
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Problems in 
tribal 

No trade union in the world has been 
able to achieve what the Rhodesian 
tribesman already enjoys: an idyllic 
e~ustoncc of only two hours work a \\eek 
with two or three wives to do it for 
him, said the chairman and managing 
director of the Trib:1l Trust Land 
Development Corporation. Mr. War.\ick 
Bailey, at a Rotary lunch. 

Nevertheless, said Mr. Bailey. one half 
of the country could not be allowed to 
erode away the natural resources to the 
detriment of the whole. 

Over-grnzing 
Most people thought that it wns n bad 

nrable system that was responsible for 
the soil erosion of the tribal areas. he 
Jaid. 

This was not the case any more. 
Over-grazing rather than over-stocking 
uf catlle was the root of the problem. 
which wns serious in spite of much 
e!Tort and money spent by the Govern
ment and other bodies to fight it. 

" If you fly over the tribal areas you 
will see that some parts are like a 
billiards table-so badly have they been 
~trazed out." he said. 

building up 
areas 

7 

Mr. Bailey said while it was possible 
to have excellent pilot schemes such as 
had been carried out in Salisbury and 
Que Que, both on 80 acres, or to find 
farming systems which worked when 
supervizcd by scientists. agronomists and 
specialists (nearly all of whom were 
curopcnns) such projects wore grandiose 
when applied to 40m. acrcs of Tribal 
Tnm Land. 

Extensive plnndng 
Mr. Barley said the entire co-opera

tion of the tribesmen from the chiefs 
do\\nward was needed to implement 
schemes in which the African main
tnincd a normal increase in cattle which 
he sold to pay off loans, and at the same 
rime l;ept his national herd healthy and 
not prone to premature death from 
r.i':llnutrition and cold. 

Mr. Bailey said a scheme which would 
give the perennial grasses a chance to 
build up root reserve and the annual 
grasses opportunity to seed and regrow, 
would menn extensive planting pro
grammes. Pastures in the marginal rain
fall areas could be initiated in the vlei 
land. and the African encouraged to 
move his beasts to prevent over-grazing. 

Land resource planning takes 
big step forward 

Land resource planning in Rhodesia 
has taken a large step forward with the 
recent publication of the Melseuer 
Regional Plan. 

Prepared by the Department of Con
servation and Extension with the assis
tnnce of officers from other Ministries 
and-most important of all-of farmers 
in the area. the plan has as its prime 
objective the preparation of a design 
for nction. 

lt ~ an attempt to integnle effec
tively the development of all the 
rc<~ourccs In the nrea.. nnd to give the 
people who live and work In it, 11 

picture of the part they have to plAy 
to muke the area contribute effectively 
fo the national wealth. 

An official said land resource planning 
involved much more than the collection 
nnd collation of factual material and the 
(lresentation of this material in a report. 

"People who commission such reports 
do not want a mere catalogue of facts."' 
he said. 

''They want a clear plan of action 
drawn up with their collaboration and 
ro which they navl' contributed in 
defining the obiectivcs." 

The Mel'lcller Regional Plan has 
aimed to satisfy this concept of plan
ning. The important ph}'!ical facts of 

the area have been defined and mapped. 
From this has been derived a series of 
agro-ccological zones which have clenrly 
defined parameters of climate and soil. 

This has enabled the planners to 
recommend the precise croppina and 
livestock practices which are optimal for 
the aren. F rom this has stemmed infra
~tructural development plans which are 
required to allow thcse practices to be 
implemented. 

The spokesman said that with such 
data available, it became relatively easy 
to draw up a series of priorities and to 
make recommendations based on them. 

Land sales a record 
Property transactions achieved a record 

last year when the value of land trans
ferred increased by about a third over 
1967 to £35m. 

The value of mortgage and notarial 
bonds passed increased from £26.3m. to 
£3l4m. 

"Viewed as nn indication cf economic 
conditions in Rhodesia. there is no doubt 
that these figures reflect record-breaking 
boom conditions in the property mar
kets." says th~ report of the Secretary 
for Lands. 

www.rhodesia.me.uk 
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Forestry research centre BELOW: A section or the forestry 
research bulldJn& ln Salisbury. 

opened 
ONE of tbe most valuable assets 

to Rhodesia's economy is the 
country's wealth of ludlgenous aod 
exotic forests. Forestry researdt 
ensures the continued growth and 
improvement of this asset, and tbe 
opening of the Forestry Commis
sion's new Research Centre by the 
Minister of Lands, Mr. Pbillp van 
Heerden, Is evidence of the tremen
dous strides taken in this field. 

The Centre, costing £12,000 and com· 
pleted late in 1968, wns built with funds 
supplied to the Commission by the Rho
desian Government on the d isbandment 
o[ th e Agricultural Research Council of 
Central Africa, in 1967, for Lhe con
tinuance of forestry research work. 

The present research programme of 
the Forestry Commission is divided over 
four main fields- tree improvement, 
management, introduction and prove· 
n:1nce tria ls, and m iscellaneous projects. 

Work in the tree improvement field is 
devoted mainly to the softwoods that arc 
grown commercially in Rhodesia. a l
though projects hove also been initiated 
on eucalypts. 

The improvement programme covcl"' a 
wide field of research projects ranging 
from Lhe selection of "plus" t rees- trees 
having superior qualities. and as such 
used for breeding- to the test ing of pro
geny of these plus trees. 

Seed orchards 
In addition, considerable research into 

the wood st ructure of plus trees has 
been undertaken, and the establishment 
of seed orchards is also of prime con
sideration. 

Mana!!.emcnt trials are essential in 
evaluating the diiTcrent growing method!!, 
and to provide information on which 
esllmat.::s of growth can be based. These 
trials arc also concerned mainly with 
commercially-grown softwoods. althou~h 
a certain amount of work has been 10 
this field on eucalypts. and Rhodesia's 
indigenous hardwoods. 

Introduction and provenance trials 
form a large part of the Commission's 
research work-vital if Rhodesia's forests 
arc to improve in gT0\\1h and quality. 

Some 160 species are current ly being 
invest igated as introductions, in about 

ln tbe Unhed Suates. this material Is filed "'hb 
tbc Dcparuneru of Juniee, wh~:rc the rcqu1red 
rcglstrollon statement. In tcnns of the FOKian 
A&enu Replllratlon Act. of the Rhodesian Infor
mation Office. 2852 McOiU Tcmace, Washlnaton. 
D.C .. u an lllCOC'Y of the Rhodesia MiniiU)' or 
Information. Is avaOable for lnspcetion. Realstra
tlon does not indirale approval by the Uolled 
States Ooveromcnt. 

2,000 plots ranging over most of the 
country-from the south-easte rn Jowveld 
to the lnyanga highlands-with the em· 
pbasis on pines from Me.'tico and the 
South East United States, and eucalyptus 
from Australia. 

New or industry 
Under the he.ading of miscellaneous 

projects are included rexarcb into Lhe 
effect of afforestation on strcamfiow, 
research into various aspects of indi
genous hardwoods and many early ex
periments on tree-establishment includ
mg land prcp:1rat ion methods, fertilizers, 
and methods of \\Ceding. 

Tbe Commission's research is planned. 
to a large extent, to meet the needs of 
the industry. and the main object of the 
Forest Research Committee, set up in 
1968, is to scc:ure agreement on forestry 
from its members-comprising private 
growers, sawmiiJers and Commission 
representatives. 

Eotbusln'5111 
The Commission's Senior Research 

Officer, Mr. P. Banks, is enthusiast ic 
about the Centre's potential. 

"We are certainly one of the youngest 
research set-ups in this part of the world, 
but our programmes and results arc well 
up with those of older centres in 
Southern A frica." he said. 

"At present we arc working on what 
might be called n limited field, but when 
we implement addi tional research pro
grammes on cucnlypts and indigenous 
hardwoods. our field of research will be 
most comprehens ive." 

* * * * * AfriCilD poets: An opportunity for Afri
can poets writing in English is a new 
publication, The Voice of Black Africa, 
it was stated at the annual meeting of 
the African Shona and Sindebele Writers' 
Associat ion. 

Softwood afforestation "big business" 
Opening the Research Centre, the 

Ministe r said over the past twenty years 
the area a iTorested to softwoods by 
private enterprise and by the State, has 
almost trebled to the present figure of 
140,000 acres. 

This had been done by an investment 
in State planta t ions of over £2m. 
together with an estimated £ISm. in
vested by private enterprise. 

"This is big business, and its continued 
~ecurity and expansion. backed by ade
quate research, is vital to meet our 
growing and increasingly sophisticated 
needs." said Mr. van H eerden. 

"The products of these softwood 

forests. in terms or sawn timber for 
buildinl! and other purposes. as well as 
round timber for poles nnd pulpwood 
have mndc a \'aluablc contribution to 
SI\Vings in foreign exchange at a crit ical 
time in Rhodesia's history 

"The softwood sector of the industry 
is not alone in thts contribution. The 
indi,qcnou~ forest~ in Matabclcland, 
wh ich contain valuable hardwoods, have 
also played n considerable par t. 

"The possibilitiC!I for increased use of 
a ll categories of timber by the African 
population, is likely to be enhanced by 
the setting up by Government of the 
Tribal Trust Land Development Cor
poration." 
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