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A remarkable increase 
in tempo of economy 

The Economic Survey for 1969 reflects a "remarkable 
increase" in activity. In a year of exceptional growth the gross 
domestic product increased by 14 per cent. and exports by 20 
per cent., as a result of which latter there was an impressive 
improvement in the balance of payments. 

In real terms the gross domestic product increased by 11 per cent. 
compared with 3 per cent. the previous year. The warning is given that 
drought conditions have again arisen and the expected growth of at least 
7 per cent. for 1970 will not be achieved. 

For the first year since sanctions were imposed exports in 1969 showed 
an increase though they arc still much below the prc-UDI figure of S330m. 
The visible balance of trade ended with a surplus of S36m. and total export 
earnings were S240m. 

Employment increased substantially 
and price increuc:s were modest. 

All sectors of the economy contributed 
to the arowth, but profitability will have 
to be restored to agriculture because of 
its general importance and its potential 
as a source of employment. 

Public lltC:IOr 
The public sector development pro

gramme, which is to be increuod sub
stantially over the next three years. and 
new industries coming into production, 
will add to the pressures for imports. 

"Consequently the balance of pay
ments will continue to be under strain 
and there can be little relaxation of 
import controls and the efforts to OX· 
pand exports." 

Capital formation on the existing scale 
will ensure that the momentum of econo
mic growth is maintained, but this 
srowth is unlikely to provide employ
ment for all potential work-seekers. 

Wodt la tribal areas 
"For those Africans unable to find 

employment in the money economy, 
pinful occupations will have to bo 

Withstood onslaught 
of world sanctions 
"There are neYerthdess prob

lfml to be surmolllded," says the 
Ec!oaomlc: Survey. "But the Rbo
dedaa ecoaomy sbould be c:ap
llble of COJHDK wftb these prob
lems wbeu it ... demonstnbly 
wftbstood tbe oadaugbt of world 
IAUirtlons la tbe past four years." 

souaht in the Tribal Trust Lands." 
Economic arowth will provide (or 

higher earnings without "undue inflation
ary pressures", and these wiU be con
tamed if wage increase can be absorbed 
by increases in productivity. 

Domestic exports increased consider
ably from S174.7m. to S220.lm. Re
exports declined from SB.Sm. to S6.8m. 
largely because of decreasing trade with 
Zambia. 

The value of gold exports improved 
by Slm. to S12.9m. 

(Coaliluletl oa pqe 1,.) 
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Only one new face 
in Cabinet 

The only post-election change in 
the Rhodesian Cabinet was the 
introduction of Mr. Roger Hawkins 
as Minister of Transport and Power 
and Roads· and Road Traffic in 
place of Brigadier Andrew Dunlop. 
who did not seek re-election to 
Parliament. 

Mr. Ropr llawfdM. 

No changes were made in the alloca
tion of portfolios, nor have they been 
realigned. But the designation of Minister 
of External Affain of Mr. Jack Howman 
has been changed to Foreign A1lain. 

Mr. Jan Smith said although Cabinet 
changes were often made after an eleo
tion, he believed Rhodesia wu at present 
in a unique position with the introduction 
of the new Constitution and some quite 
involved legislation which accompanied 
il 

He believed thia wu a atrona &rJIIlDIIDl 
for keeping the team tosether "for quite 
a while yet". 
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The seeds of greatness 
In his inaugural address on his appointment as the first 

President of the Republic of Rhodesia in accordance with the 
Constitution, Mr. Clif]ord Dupont said: ul am deeply conscious 
of this honour and 1 am grateful to the Government for the 
confidence and trust which they have shown by this action. 

"I am also deeply conscious of the responsibilities which 
this office entails. I wish to assure you all 1hat I will do all in 
my power to carry out my duties to my country and to all those 
who have either been born here or else who have chosen this 
lovely country to be their home." 

The 1960s could be described as the eng_e~dered b>: the rivalry of two Aff!can 
"decade of turmoil". Not only bad we pohucal pames. In these ou_r. African 
seen international and civil wars but people suffered untold atroctues, and, 
internal strife and unrest had been' ram- what is probably even worse, mental 
pant in most countries of the world. anguish arid fear. 
There had been at least 26 successful "Those conditions have now been 
and 20 unsuccessful coups d'~taJ in rectified. thanks to the firmness of those 
Africa alone-tuJd most of these had 
been accompanied by violence, blood
shed and massacre. 

Rhodesia herself did not escape the 
influence of militant nationalism. 

"I need hardly remind you of the 
violence and intimidation in our town
ships and our rural areas which was 

The Dew President takes the Oaths of 
Loyalty aud Oflice at a simple c:uemoay, 
usiq a Bible wbicb bad beeu in tbe 
Dupoot family for over 200 yean, l"rit· 
nessed by Mrs. Dupont, the Prime Minh· 
kr (Mr. fan Smith) and the Adiaa Cblc.f 

Justice, Mr. Justice Mac:donald. 

will flourish 
in authority and also, in no small degree, 
to the innate good sense of the African 
people themselves. 

This decade of turmoil had created a 
feeling of uncenainty throughout the 
world and had led to many changes 
apart from constitutional changes in 
Parliament There had been new align
ments in the international sphere and 
changes in relationships between coun
tries. 

Here again Rhodesia bad been greatly 
affected. 

"In 1960 there was no country in the 
world more loyal to Britain and the 
Crown-and yet. some ten years later, 
we find ourselves a Republic outside the 
Commonwealth,'' said the President 

"There bad been talks with the British 
Government lasting many, many months, 
and they had led nowhere. These cul
minated, during October 196S, in a vi.sit 
to this country by a British Prime 
Minister, and it was during this visit 
that the threat of sanctions was first 
openly made. 

"You may also remember that in the 
previous few months great pressure bad 
been brought upon your Government to 

(Coatlaaed oppodU) 

·· ·······- ". 
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President's 
address 

attend an 'al1-p~ conference' (as it was 
then termed). Thu was to work out a 
Constitution, and you must remember 
that at that time NIB MAR was the 
policy of the Labour Party which then 
formed the British Government 

"It was further insisted that several 
African nationalists should be released 
from restriction, detention or goal 
respectively, in order to attend this con
ference. 

'"It was made palpably clear that this 
conference had to be held before the 
Commonwealth Prime Minister's Con
ference which was early in 1966, and it 
was also quite clearly understood by 
your Government that, if this conference 
was not agreed to, then sanctions would 
be applied to Rhodesia. 

"From that moment the Declaration of 
Independence was inevitable.'' said Mr. 
Dupont 

"Here, I think, it is interesting to 
recollect that immediately before this 
Declaration every single member of the 
Cabinet addressed an affirmation of 
loyalty to the person of Her Majc:rty the 
Queen. Moreover, after the Declaration 
of Independence the annual occasion of 
the Queen's Birtbdny was celebrated and 
the loyal toast of the country at official 
functions was alwnys to 'The Queen of 
Rhodesia'. 

nu Republic 
" After my llppointment as Officer Ad· 

ministering the Government I regarded 
myself as representative of the Queen 
of independent Rhodesia in her personal 
capacity. It was rea~ however, that, 
as a constitutional Monarch, constitu
tionally she had to accept the advice of 
her British Ministers, although under 
the 1961 Constitution she had to follow 
the advice of her Rhodesia Ministers i.n 
matters which stilt remained under the 
control of Rhodesia. 

"And so events proceeded up to the 
Referendum in June hut year when you 
-the people of Rhodesia-<learly indi
cated your preference for a republic. 

' 'This period covered nearly four years, 
in which we hoped against hope that 
11omething would materialize which 
would enable us to maintain our loyalty 
to the person of the Queen. 

"And, is it not ironical, that even at 
the last, the final proclamation which 
dissolved Parliament, and brought into 
effect the new Constitution, ended with 
the words: 'God Save the Queen'? 

"I can assure you that this final break 
was none of our seeking. 

"And now, that deep and lasting 
loyalty which the Rhodesian people re
posed in the Crown will be directed to 
the success, prosperity and happiness of 
this wonderful land, and at all the 
people that live here. 

"I think, also, that we should remember 
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Acceptance by the free world 
is the next step 

"We wish to have a settlement-this is the ne:rt step, to try to gain 
acceptance amongst the ~ world, the Western world," said the Prime 
Minister, Mr. lan Smith, at his first press conference after the general 
election. 

Whether it was possible foe settlement to come any other way dum by 
Western coontries taking tbeir cue from Britain in moving towards recogni
tion of Rhodesia, "only time will tell," said Mr. Smitb. 

"Now that we have brought in our 
new Constitution recognition must be on 
the basis of that Constitution, and the 
rest of the world will have to accept 
thal" 

Any attempt to compromise on the 
terms of the Constitution for some out
side benefit would not, be believed, be 
to the internal benefit of the country. 

Questioned about the advisability of 
progressing with separate development 
while at the same time Rhodesia was 
seeking recognition, the Prime Minister 
said this country had always had 
separate developmenL The new Consti
tution enshrined the policy of provinciali
mtion and community development
something which was very acceptable in 
most parts of the world. 

Mr. Smith was asked if he thought the 
international community would be less 
likely to relax sanctions if racial segre
gation was intensified in Rhodesia. 

that many of our traditions are based 
upon those of the old Britain which we 
knew. 

"You, the people of Rhodesia, have 
made your choice, you have faced up 
to and surmounted all the trials and the 
tribulaliuns whit:h have beeu mustered 
against you. 

Mr. Smith answered : '1 believe and, 
indeed, sincerely hope that the world 
is gradually coming to its senses and 
that this trend will change; that the free 
Western world will gradually wake up 
to what Communism is doing to the 
free world, wake to the fact that the 
free world is losing out in the cold war 
which is raging today. 

"Because if they don't come to their 
senses then I believe we will ultimately 
lose the free world. And I believe that 
there are signs that there is an awakening 
in the minds of the free world against 
what is happening, and I hope I am 
corrccL" 

Mr. fan Smith ba5 a laulb with news
men and women durina his tour of 
votina booths oo election day. The 
Rhodesian Front party won all tbe 

European seats. 

"You have the seeds of areatness in 
you, and I have no doubt that in the 
years to come that these seeds will 
flourish. I am perfectly confident that 
with God's help we will .overcome any 
further tests to which we are subjected 
in the future. 

"God bless you all.'" 
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Must ensure 
from vast 

greatest benefit 
mineral potential 

GOVERNMENT coocem about unjustified spewlation in mining shares 
was exp:essed by the Minister of Mines, Mr. Ian Dillon, at the annuaJ 

mining congress in Salisbury. "Uninformed press comment of 'free' prices 
of minerals temporarily in short supply can, and has, created a totally mis
leading picture of mining prospeds." 

GeneraJly these free prices were paid 
by small consumers desperate for a par
ticular metal and they were not a sound 
guide to long-term prices. 

Vital statistics 
Companies opening new mines had 

been asked to be circumspect in dis
closing vital statistics. "We realize this 
leaves an opening for the unscrupulous 
to Cltploit the situation to their advan
tage, but believe that our economy 
wouJd otherwise be in jeopardy. 

''I suggest again that speculators would 
best be guided by the reputation of the 
company concerned, rather than by 
.rumours often 'floated' to extract vital 
economic information." 

Prefenrn~ 
Mr. Dillon warned that some of the 

countries that looked on Rhodesia merely 

Mineral products 
marketing 

as a supplier of their essential raw 
materials should bear in mind the possi
bility of having to give some preference 
for ore supplies to local beneficiation 
plants. 

"In the harsh world in which we live 
today we must apply business principles 
to our exports and ensure that we get 
the greatest benefit from our vast mineral 
wealth." 
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Mineral output at 
record $87·7 m. 

MlDcral production ID Rhoclaia 
~ last yau- by SlOm. to 
a remrd llDDIIIll wlDL of $87.7m. 

At tbe (]uunbcr o( Mines 
annual congress the Minister ol 
Mines, Mr. laD DIUon, said: "'Ibis 
Is a wonderful .Wevement and 
Ulustrates the revltaJiz.atfoo ~ the 
m1nlna iDdu.stry - JJD industry 
whlcb bu acbleftd an 85 per 
cent. lDaease In value production 
since 1963." 

Re sald me fDtuft looked 
promlsiDa, with continued interest 
by more than 130 companla, 37 
of wbom were new to tbe COIDltr)' 
llllt year. 

The sustained prospecting activity 
under the exceptionally difficult circum
stances of the Rhodesian mining industry 
in recent years reflected a belief that 
"the circumstances in Rhodesia in the 
years ahead are likely to aUow the inter
national financing of large-scale mining 
development in the country and the 
marketing of Rhodesian mineral products 
freely throughout the world", said Mr. 
Harry Oppenheimer, the South African 
mining maanate. when be opened the 
seventh mining congress held in con· 
junction with the 31st annual meeting 
of the Chamber of Mines of Rhodesia. 
Be said it was encouraging to know that 
prospecting was being carried on perhaps 
more actively than at any time in the 

Tbe miDiDg congress iD SJll1sbury was opened by Mr. Hlury F. Oppenbeimer, bead 
of the ADglo American Corporation. On the left of the plc:ture 15 Mr. laa Dilloa, 
Mlniscer of Mines; on the far rl&b4 the President ol the RepobUc, Mr. aHronl 
Dopont, and next to him Is Mr. C. H. Oaandler, president of the Chamber of Mines. 

put. 
The future of the industry here "lies 

principally in large-scale o_perations 
beyond the financial and techmcal com
petence of individuals or small groups", 
be said. 

Referring to the importance of mining 
to a developing country, Mr. Oppen
beimer said: "As the new independent 
countries have emerged from the colonial 
era, it has become more and more plain 
that, in the absence of adequate technical 
and administrative stills in the popula
tion, independence is reduced to little 
more than the right to decide on which 
Jot of foreigners to depend." 

Fight against small bird with big appetite 
Combined control operations by 

South Africa. MQ9aiDbique and 
Rhodesia against the quelea-the 
small bird with a voracious appetite 
for grain-account for 200m. of the 
pest every year, but that number is 
only a "tiny fraction of 1 per cent. 
of the number due to dje anyway" 
from natural causes. 

The Rhodesian Minister of Lands, Mr. 
Philip van Heerden, in a statement said 
control measures a.re to be extended to 
deal with smaller concentrations of the 

birds in selected areas such as major 
irrigation schemes. Government will 
also encourage small-grain farmers to 
form quelea control groups. 

These groups can apply for Govern
ment assistance to the extent of th~ 
quarteB of the cost of both approved 
ground-based spray equipment and 
queleatox used on approved operations. 

Legislation will also be introduced 
making it compulsory to report quelea 
breeding sites. 

Control operations on breeding areas 
will continue in co-operation with 
neighbouring territories. 

www.r odesia.me.u 



May, 1970 RHODESIAN COMMENTARY s 

Enjoying confidence, respect, friendship- must use powers wisely 

Remarkable improvement in the economy 
(Coada..t fro• .,... oae) 

Total imports declined S8.4m. to 
Sl98.6m. due to reductions in imports 
of non-durable consumer goods, piece 
goods and passenger vehicles. 

Imports of capital equipment increased 
by seven per cent. and raw materials for 
industry increased by two per cent 

The net deficit for invisible trans
actions remained at S36m., offsetting the 
surplus in visible transactions and lcav
ina the current account in balance com
pared with a deficit of SSSm. in 1968. 

c.pital 
There was a net infiow of capital of 

SI2.Sm. (SJO.Im. in 1968) despite heavy 
redemption payments abroad. 

The combined surplus on current and 
capital accounts was S12.8m. compared 
with SS.Sm. the previous year. 

The survey says the balance of pay. 
ments position is sound and will con
tinue to improve. 

The strong influence of agriculture 
with its fluctuations on the economy has 
masked the steady progress of other 
sectors of the economy. Between 1966 
and 1969 the other sectors grew by more 
than 30 per cent 

Good rains in 1969 increased the value 
of agricultural production sharply to 
S230m., nearly S30m. higher than the 
previous record in 1967. 

Apart from tobacco all crops and live
stotk production achieved record levels. 

Mineral production valued at S88m. 
la.st year showed an increase of 30 per 
cent over the previous year. A number 
of new mines will come into production. 

Growth in manufacturing output has 
continued unabated. Production Jut year 
was worth nearly SSOOm.-14 per cent 
higher than in 1968. 

The high growth reflects the large pro
portion of the 1,100 new proJects 
approved since 1965 which came on 
stream last year. 

~·cturlna 
All sectors of manufacturing industry 

showed increased production, but the 
greatest improvement was in textiles 
where the volume of output increased 
47 per cent 

Transport equipment and metal 
industries showed gains of more than IS 
per cent, and chemical, wood. furniture, 
paper printing and foodstuffs sectors 
bad increases of more than 7 per cent. 

Growth in the construction 1ndustry 
was 12 per cent., compared with 30 per 
cent. in I 968. But the industry is fully 
extended and only relatively small in
creases can be expected in future. 

Bankio& 
The banking sector's liabilities, par

ticu1arly to the public, increased sub
stantially by S83m. to SS21m. This was 
largely due to the marked improvement 

in the balance of payments position and 

The aratest aaet In the Brhlah 
South Africa Police wu that lt 
eQjoyed tbe coafldence, raped and 
frleodlblp o1 an lediolll or: t11e 
eommonHy, tbe Deputy CoiiiiDD
slooer, Mr. S. F. S. BrUtow, told 
recruits Id a passtaa oat perade 
(wblch be is seen l.aspectiaa ID tbe 
picture aboft). "Do notbinc eJtber 
on or oft dldy tUt wlD opsa these 
aood relatlo-. .. he said. 

The recruits ranged in age from 
18 to 27. Fourteen are Rbodesians 
and three from Britain. 

Mr. Brutow told tbe young meo 
they bad been given wtde powers 
to enable them to carry out their 
duties. 

"Remember well what you have 
been taught in this depot over the 
paJt six months, and we tbcac 
powers wisely and with discretion." 

He reminded the rccruib that the 
police served the public. Small ser
vices to the public rendered cour
teously helped to maintain aood 
relations between public and the 
BSAP. 

an upsurge in bank credit to the private 
sector. 

The 20 per cent. rise in bank credit to 
the private sector was due to a chance in 
the method of financing qricultunl 
marketing bodies. 

The supply of money increased by 21 
per cent compared with an increase of 
only 4 per cent in 1968. The survey pre
dicts a "modest" inc:reaae for 1970. 

The survey says the growth of deposit 
r~ceiving finance howc:s dealina with 
htre purchase and lease hire business 
has been remarkable since 1967. Their 
total liabilities doubled in 1969 and time 
deposit liabilities increased from S26m. 
to S66m. 

Bulldloc mortpps 
Building society mortgaac:s advanc:a 

had risen to S124m. at the end of 1969 
compared with SI09m. at the end of 1968 
and S72m. at the end of I 96S. 

Total employment increased lut year 
by five per cent to 796,000. An import
ant feature of the inc:reaae waa the pro
vision of 34,000 new jobs for Afric:ans. 

European, Asian and Coloured em
ployment rose from 95,600 to 99,200. 

Agriculture remained the !arrest 
employer of labour, absorbina more 
than 34 per cent. of the total labour 
force. 

Birthday alft: A birthday-book con
tainina the signatures of about S,OOO 
well-wishers from all parts of South 
Africa Wl.! presented to the Prime 
Minister, Mr. Jan Smith, on behalf of 
the South African-Rhodesia Associat.ion. 
Mr. Smith was SJ on April 8. 
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Aussie women's hockey team delighted 
The Australian women's hockey team, following their tour of Britain and 

on their way to play in South Africa, met and defeated a Rhodesian side in 
Salisbury by a goal to nil. The Prime Minister, Mr. Ian Smith, was among 
the 4,000 spectators and he was introduced to the players. 

The manager of the Austniliam, Ruby Robinson, in a letter to the press 
wrote: "From the moment we touched down at the airport, right up to the 
moment of our departure, we have been overwhelmed by the wannth and 
zenerosity of the citizens of Rhodesia. 

"We will never forget the wonderful reception given the team on the 
occasion of their match against Rhodesia--such an appreciative and impartial 
crowd. 

"The generosity of a number of your commen:ial companies eno.bled us 
to make a tour of Victoria Falls. The girls were thrilled and many thousand 
feet of movie film and dozens of coloured slides were used on the tour. These 
of course will be shown all over Australia as every State in our Commonwealth 
is represented in the team. 

"Let me finish by saying a special thank you to the Rhodesian Women's 
Hockey Association for inviting us to Salisbury and providing the opportunity 
for an experience of a lifetime." 

South African schoolboys visit Government House 

Tbe President, Mr. Oifford Dupoot, with bls wife oo his left, pose with a aroup 
of visilina Trallsl'MI s&ool.lloys iD die ptdens of Govemmenl Home in Salliblll')' 
after a tea party. Tbe ldlooiboy• were oo a "Vuture iDto Citfunsbip" tour of the 
muntry sponsored by a RoUry Club in Salisbury. Socb tolli'S are organized to dve 
scboolboys au iDsigbc ildo civic a.od industrial aftalrs aod eo foster good relations 
between Rhodesia aDd Soutb Africa. 

Interest in road surface mixtures 
A seminar on road surfacing was 

especially interested in the use of 
blended mi.x:ture:s of Wankie tar and 
polyvinyl-chloride as it is hoped that 
these will enable greater use to be made 
of locally produced tan and reduce re
liance on imported bitumens. 

A heavy programme is planned over 
the next three years in resurfacing a 
high proportion of the 2,400 miles of 

full width roads in the country. This is 
essential to ensure the continued high 
standard of the road network and its 
durability under the increasing volume 
of traffic. 

One of the main objects of the 
seminar W3$ the study and development 
of economical and durable surfacings to 
maintain and extend the service life of 
our roads to provide roads that arc safe 
under aU weather conditions. 
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Soil and grazing 
conservation in 
tribal areas 

Within a few years a strong move
ment of soil and grazing conservation 
would be taking place in the Tribal 
Trust Lands, said the chairman of the 
Natwal Resources Board, Mr. J. Nicollc. 

Speaking at the 21st annual meeting 
of the N~tural. R.eaourc:a SQ~;iety in 
Bulawayo, he said Africans in these 
areas were fencing their lands into pad
doclcs and paying for tbis themselves 
in order to practise short-duration 
grazing. 

A n:11cction of the interest was that 
there were now 52 Intensive Conservation 
Area committees in the Tribal Trust 
L&nds. 

Headmen who lagged behind in this 
grazing movement were being chastised 
by their wives and children. Committees 
were now running competitions for good 
grazing practices and commen:ial firms 
were providing prizes. 

Mr. Nicolle said some of the competi
tions were as good in their standards 
as aoy in European areas. Some of the 
outstanding winners were widows whose 
helpers were children. 

The Natural Resources Board was 
feeling "very encouraged". '1 am sure 
that we will save this land from going 
down the river," he said. 

Due if the trend of land deterioration 
and erosion was not reversed the prob
lem would cost the country millions. 

The Intensive Conservation Area com
mittees were doin~ a magnificent job 
throughout Rhodcsta. 

Pollution was another problem the 
Natural Resources Board were studying. 

Mr. Nicolle said it delighted the 
Natural Resources Board when their 
"cousins in the towns" showed keen 
interest in the country's natural resources. 
But the Board would like to see more 
young people brou&ht into activities 
associated with the conservation of 
natural resources. 

University students 
warned 

Students at the University College 
were warned on Saturday April 11 (the 
annual Rag Day) not to take part in any 
acts of "obstruction, violuce or force". 

The principal, Prof. Robert. Craig, 
said any obstructive behaviour in word 
or in deed would be regarded by the 
college as a serious offence and would 
be subject to disciplinary action. 

Student reaction to groups or persons 
with whom they disagreed must be non
violent and "any teacher or student who 
cannot in good conscience accept this 
fact should voluntan1y withdraw from 
the college." 
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Adjust population 
to the economy 

The Government must "take all steps 
at its command" to bring the size of the 
population into the right ratio for the 
economy, said the Minister of Labour, 
Health and Social Welfare, Mr. Ian 
McLcan, adding that this would entail 
regulating the size of African families 
and would require massive incentives 
and disincentives to achieve its aim. 

Mr. McLean said: "We would be com· 
pletely mad if we did not embark on a 
feasible programme of thi! nature.'' 
Without a proper balance between the 
size of the population and the national 
economy, all development plans would 
be seriously embarrassed. 

A high-level committee appointed to 
~tudy methods of population control was 
JUSt about ready to report to the Govern
ment, the Minister said. 

Population control was a far wider 
programme than family planning, which 
the Government was already helping. It 
covered the whole spectrum of birth 
co~trol and was not confined to family 
umts. 

Best annual 
building figure 
of the decade 

The output of the Rhodesian building 
industry in 1969 was the best annual 
figure of the decade and was worth nearly 
SlO million more than in 1968'. 

The Central Statistical Office's Monthly 
Construction Bulletin for April shows 
that $48,144,000 was spent on building 
work during 1969. 

The only comparable figure is 
S4S,280,000 for 1960, and the lowest 
annual figure during the lean middle 
60's is the $20,826,000 spent in 1964. 

Most of the increased 1969 output was 
carried out by private contrac:ton who 
pcrfonned S4l,S01,000 worth of work 
($36,498,000 new work and $4,803,000 
repain and maintenance) compared with 
$32,396,000 {$29,418,000 new work and 
$2,980,000 repairs and maintenance) in 
1968. 

Last year was also a good year for 
civil engineering with output valued at 
$55,035,000. This just overtook the pre
vious highest figure of the decadc
$55,018,000 in 1960-and was $1 ,404,000 
more than in 1968. The real sifDificance 
of the 1969 output lies in the mdustry'a 
consolidation after the trough in the 
middle of the decade when output twice 
fell below S40 million. 
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Ovs- 400 guest~ aHeuded tbe offidal opeaio& by Mr. lan Smith ol the Netherlaads 
Bank's new beadquarlers la the $1.5& Netberlaocls House la tbe c:eotft of Salisbury. 
The Prime Minister said tbe coaatry's t.nklnc system enjoyed a fine repatatloa u 
far as bank.lni In the rest ot the WOI'Id 1'1'111 coaeemed. 'The COIIIIDet'dal banks • d 
other ftnaadallndltutlons sboalcl be coaJP'IUulated for their~ to the rountry 

ln the tremendoas economic war fadDs Rbodells. 

Midlands could form industrial belt 
The Minister of Justice, Law and 

Order, Mr. Lardncr-Burke, forecast an 
industrial belt from Que Que through 
Gwclo to Selukwe and that the Midlands 
would become the industrial centre of 
all the country's heavy industries. 

He told an audience in Gwelo that 
the Midlands was a great exporter of 

Residential building 
is soaring 

Umtali Town Council approved 
building plans worth SIS4,000 in 
February to bring the total value 
of plans passed since July I last 
year to Sl,469,926, substantially 
exceeding the value of plans 
approved in the whole year end· 
ing June 30, 1969. In that year 
225 plans were worth Sl,ll8,226. 

Residential plans accounted for 
most of the February total. 

Building plans worth a total of 
$52,200 were approved in March 
by Port Victoria Town Council. 
About half the total was accounted 
for by new residentiol accom· 
modatton. 

chrome, iron ore and other base metals. 
The Americans, who used to take 

Rhodesian chrome, paid about 24 Ameri
can dollars a ton for it. Now they were 
payins SO dollars a ton for inferior 
Russian chromc-"bccause of this whim 
'of Britain's". 

"What I want to see is that we will 
never sell another ton of chrome to 
America at under SO dollan a ton,'' the 
Minister said, to loud applause. 

He 51lid that Rhodesian Alloys (in 
Gwelo) would be at least 10 times its 
size. "Here we will have a concentration 
of all the heavy industries of Rhodesia 
and we would then become a really 
terrific part of the country. That is bow 
I sec that the Midlands, with Gwelo in 
the centre, must progress." 

Immigration rises 
A total of 1,143 pcoelc settled in the 

country in February whtle 4SO emigrated, 
giving a net migration gain of 693-the 
bigcst since February 1968, when the 
net gain was 770. 

In the first two months of this year 
2,270 arrived and 1,070 left- a net pin 
of 1,200. Comparative figures for the first 
two months of la.st year were 1,802 
arrivals and I,OSO departures-a net pin 
of 7S2. 

www.rhodesia.me.uk 
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I Parade on a sunny Sunday afternoon 
A need for true 

African thinking 
Questioned at a press conference on 

why the Rhodesian Front bad not put 
up any African candidates in the general 
election, Mr. Smith said it was because 
the party had not wished to have any. 

The African had to be encouraaed to 
produce his own original political think
ing rather than come in under the wing 
of a European political party and be 
dominated by Europeans sn a political 
party, as they had been in the put 

The Rhodesian Front wanted true 
African thinking and opinion from arass
roots level. 

'Then I believe it is time for us to 
try to get together with these people 
and co-operate and see if together we 
can sort out our mutual problems." 

Answerin$ another question, Mr. Smith 
said he beheved the significance of the 
election of seven Africans to Parliament 
from a multi-racial party was that a 
European-organized party was more 
capable of handling matters in an elec
tion than one which did not have this 
organization. 

-----
Giant metal press: A savina of S40,000 

in foreign currency and a boost in the 
local content of railway rolling stock wm 
result from the installation of a 1,000-
ton pres..~ at the Salisbury factory of 
More Wear Industrial Holdinp. Since 
the manufacture of railway rolling stock 
began in the country in 1963, the local 
content has grown to more than 40 per 
cent. and involves many local component 
manufacturers, it is reported. 

For astronaaf!l: Mr. Ian Smith in a 
message to President Nixon said: 

'J1eowends of resldeo:J tarDed oat to watch tile parade ol 350 memberJ ol the 
Afrlaa Polke a-v. who mudled tbnMIIb the 8alilbary towmhlps of Harari and 
H ..... ld. Led by tbe B.S.A. Police bud, tile parade was foUowed by entbnsiMtlc: 
,......taw OD a 11111117 Suuday aftcmooa. 

"Delighted and relieved safe return 
Apollo 13 astronauts. All Rhodcsiana 
join with me in sending wannest con
gratulations to them and to American 
nation on thia outstanding achievement. 

R...m IIWIU'ds Dr. "Penny'' Grant. 
who bu received the 1970 silver medal 
award of the Plou&hina .Association of 
llbodesia for soil tillaae researc:b, has 
been cla~ely associated with soil tillaae 
trials over the last six yean. This work 
bu been recoptiz.ed by world authorities, 
includina the World Plouabing Orpniza
tion, u leadin& the field in this plrticular 
sphere throuabout the whole of Mrica. 

Ill die United Slaca, lhll material il fDed witb 
die Dcpanmem at llllliee, wbcn! the required 
rqlatralloa ata~t. In lCI"'DD of lbc Fordao 
Aacnll R.calauatiotl A;t, of tiM Rhoclcsiao lllfor· 
aaatloa Ol&ce, 2852 MeOW Tcrrue WuhiolloD 
D.C., u ao qmcy of the ~ Mmiauy oi 
lllformalioa, 11 anilable for inlpectloo. llcailtra
doa ~ DOt lodlcato appronl by tbe Oaited 
1tata1 Guwam 

Cftotoa Owtpott) 

500 square miles are mowed each year 
Wrth the apJXlfCJlt end of the 1969no 

rains and the end of grass growth, a 
start has been made of full width mowing 
to lliiJtore all roads to their normal neat 
condition, says the Miniltry of Roads. 

Such mowing is essential to expose 
fully signs, guidestones, culverts and all 
road-sip furniture; to enable a thorough 
inspection of the whole road structure 
to be made; to provide a safety rac:tor 
in .respect of children, cattle and other 
animals approaching the carriageway; to 
improve sight distance; to reduce the tire 

hazard and last, and by no means least, 
to make the roads pleasant to mvel 
over. 

A recent exercise on roadside and 
aerodrome arass moving reveals that each 
mile of full width bituminous surfaced 
road generates approximately 20 acres 
of grass per season. With approximately 
2,250 miles of two-lane bituminous sur
faced roads plus 26 aerodromes and 
airports, the Ministry of Roads at a 
conservative estimate mo\\.'S at least 500 
sq. mils. between December and June 
each year. 

I'MblWI«l by th• Rhod•slca Ministry of ln/onrtllllon, lmmlrrotlon 11114 Tourism, 1'.0. Bo% UJ1, 
COIUR'GY, Solllbury, RhodCIUI, tor dUirlbutlon 111 home 111111 tlbrOIIII. l'rlrrled by IM Go--.w 

l'rlnttrr, P.O. Bo% 4061. CGUUWG)'. 
........... la Al.rtkuu. Fnadl. "-• 11.au ... roa::::.-; All -w ~ .. ,.,.....,. 

la .., fo,. wldl or wldlowr wcbe .--L 
www.rhodes1a.me.u 
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