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Tobacco crop target raised 
to 132m. pounds 

The Minister of Agriculture, Mr. Davld Smitb, announced In Parliament 
recendy an Increased oadonal aop target of 132m. lb. for next season at a 
guaranteed average producer price of 23c per lb. 

He also announced increased crop ------------
targets for the following two seasons 
of not less than 120m. lb. each, also 
at an avera~e price of 23c per lb. 

The Minister also announced an 
incentive bonus for the production 
of quality tobacco and said the 
R.T.A. was to seek approval for an 
increased levy. 

In the past, the Minister said. 
some low-quality tobacco qualifying 
for the average producer price bad 
been delivered to the Tobacco Cor
poration but had to be destroyed. 

Tobacco of this type would no 
longer be accepted by the Corpora
tion and would thus not form part 
of the producer's quota. 

This would clearly have an effect 
on the producer's income and pro
duction costs and the Government 
had therefore decided to introduce 
a quality incentive bonus. 

Platinum potential 
The president of the Chamber of 

Mines of Rhodesia, Mr. C. H. (Pat) 
Chandler said at a meeting of the 
Salisbury West Rotary Club, that 
Rhodesia had a vast potential in 
the production of platinum. As a 
result of this potential Rhodesia 
would sooner or later be able to 
make a significant contribution to 
world production of the mineral . 

. Mr. Chandler went on to say 
mckel would also play a major role 
in the country's mineral output. 

Watched by the Prime Minis
ter, Mr. [an Smith, lieutenant
Colonel H. B. Everard (centre), 
is sworn in as Acting President 
by Mr. Justice E. W. G. Jarvis. 
lieutenant-Colonel Everard 
will hold office during the 
absence of the President, the 
Hon. C/if}ord Dupont, who, 
with his wife, is on holiday in 
South Africa. Although he had 
held office as Acting Officer 
Administering the Govern
ment, this is the first time 
lieutenant-Colonel Everard 
has held office as Acting 

President. 
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Revised anti-cholera 
requirements 

A spokesman for the Ministry of 
Health said recently that South 
African diplomatic officials in Rho
desia bad confirmed that only one 
cholera inoculation, instead of two 
would in future be required for per~ 
sons travelling to the Republic of 
South Africa. 

The Ministry spokesman empha
sized that this requirement applied 
to anyone entering the Republic of 
South Africa - "South African 
tourists visiting Rhodesia will, of 
course, have to ensure that they are 
in possession of a valid anti-cholera 
vaccination certificate before they 
return to the Republic." 

The spokesman added that a 
certificate of vaccination against 
cholera was valid for a six-month 
period. 
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Marriage guidance 
In an attempt to decrease the 

country's rising divorce rate, talks 
are given to school-leavers and 
youth organizations in many parts 
of the country. 

Possible problems facing young 
people before and after. ~~ 
are discussed and desp1te 1n1tial 
prejudice from some schools, the 
talks are becoming increasingly 
popular, says a report. 

An official of the Salisbury 
branch of the Marriage Guidance 
Society said people were becoming 
more conditioned to seeking pro
fessional advice and there was a 
serious shortage of counseUors. 

Judge's book 

A judge of the li!gh Court, .Mr. 
Justice Bennie Goldin, has wntten 
a book about "unhappy marriages 
and divorce". His research on the 
work started lO years ago. He spoke 
to many experts such ~ ~arriage 
guidance counseUors, mlDlSters ol. 
religion, school teachers, doctors. 
lawyers and sociologists. He thinks 
that the divorce rate in Rhodesia 
should and can be reduced. 

RHODESIAN COMMENT AR.Y 

A team of 43 Portuguese senrke
men arrived in Salisbury recently 
for two days sporting competition 
aga.iust Rhodesian troops. This is 
tbe third occasion M~ue has 
sent a unit to Rhodesia for what is 
now an annual eveDt. Leadiog the 
Portuguese party was Brigadier J. F. 
Gravitu, promoted recently to com
mander of the Comando Temtorial 
Do Centro. He is seen here with 
Brigadier T. L PassaportiJ (right) 
who met the unit with other ofticers. 
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National Immigration 
Board appointed 

In Parliament recently, the 
Minister of Information, Im
migration and Tourism, Mr. 
P. K. van der Byl, announced 
the appointment of a Natiooal 
lmmigratioo Board, nnder the 
clutlrmaDsbi:p of Mr. L C. 
Ross, Secretary for lnfor· 
matioa, Immigration and 
Tourism. 

The Board will investigate 
and advise OD aD aspeds 
of iDJJDigratioo promodoo 
scbeme:s; the effects of immi
gration oo-bousing, health, 
education and transport; the 
assisted passages for immi
grants; promotion of employ
ment opportunities for immi
grants, and co-ordination of 
tbe roles of Govemmeut and 
tbe private sector in regard to 
immigrants. 

The Rhodesian Air Fon:e Rolls 
Royce Trophy for the best appren
tice of No. 24 Course at tbe Tech
nical Training School, was awarded 
to Senior Aircraftsman P. L Loow 
recently. Re ac:bieved an over-aD 
result of 80 per cent during 
his training as an armameat fitter. 
Here Wlo:g Commander M. Gib
bons, M.B.E., presents the tropby 

to SeniOI' Alrcraftsman Loaw. 
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Ground being gained says Minister 
The Rhodesian Information 

Department was succeeding in 
getting a better image for Rhodesia 
abroad, despite efforts of hostile 
news media, the Minister of Infor
mation, Immigration and Tourism. 
Mr. P. K. van der Byl, said in the 
Senate recently. 

Mr. van der Byl said that since 
the end of the war what Rhodesia 
had stood for had been viewed with 
disfavour by the outside world. To 
counteract the propaganda effort, 
worth thousands of millions of dol-

Jars from news media throughout 
the world, the Department bad tried 
to influence those who were favour
ably disposed and who themselves, 
in turn, influenced opinions. 

"There can be no doubt, .. he said 
"when one looks at the improving 
views of Press men on this country 
abroad that slowly but surely we are 
gaining ground," the Minister said. 

It was, however, a slow process 
and spectacular results could not be 
expected. 
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Longest bridge 
to be completed 

next year 
Large tracts of land in the south

eastern corner of Rhodesia, at 
present inaccessible during the rains. 
will be opened up when a new 
R.$320 000 bridge over the Sabi 
River is completed late in 1972. 

The I 400-ft. bridge will be the 
longest built in Rhodesia. 

The picture above shows an 
artist's impression of the bridge. 
That on the left shows the Com
missioner of Roads and Road 
Traffic, Mr. A1ao Mason (seated, 
left) and Mr. Bill Andrews, of 
Andrew and Kidd (Pvt.) Ltd., 
examining a map of the bridge site, 
watched by Oeft to right), Mr. Paul 
Wootoo and Mr. John Margette, 
both from the Ministry of Roads 
and Road Traffic. Andrew and Kidd 
have been awarded the contract for 
building the bridge. 

National library is 
recommended 

A Library Commission appointed 
in May last year has recommended 
that a national public library service 
should be established. The Com
mission also found there was an 
urgent need to extend and develop 
library services for Africans in their 
townships. It suggested that a 
national free library should be incor
porated within the library service. 
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Rbodeslaa motorists wiD 1000 be 
able to famlliarlze themselves with 
metric road distances by looking 
out for sign-posts marking measured 
kilometres, at present being placed 
by the Ministry of Roads and Road 
Traffic: OD all main roads leading 
out of Salisbury, Bulawayo, Gwelo, 

Umtali and Fort Victoria. 

Psychology and 
hypnotism 

Strict controls over the practice 
of psychology and hypnotism are 
contained in the Psychological Prac
tices Bill now published. 

Psychologists will have to be 
registered and the Medical Council 
will lay down the qualifications 
needed for registration and will 
have powers to refuse registration. 
There is a right of appeal. 

The Bill's provisions controlling 
hypnotism prevent entertainment 
performances of hypnotism, includ
ing any on radio or television. with
out approval in writing from the 
Council, which will not give permis
sion for a performance unless it 
considers the exhibition or demon
stration has some educational value 
or is in the public interest. 

Planning aotbority: The &:teed for an 
over-all, country-wide agricultural 
plllJUling authority was stressed in 
the Senate by Senators B. S. Ellis 
and Olive Robertson recently. 
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Minor revolution 
• • 1n crop spray1ng 
"Traditionally in this part 

of Africa. millions of people 
are destined to spend a large 
portion of their lives in the 
endless drudgery of manual 
weed control:• said Dr. R. C. 
Elliott, in charge of Henderson 
Research Station. near Salis
bury, when be welcomed scien
tists from South Africa and 
M~mbique to a seminar on 
weed control in field crops. 

"The application of modern 
technology can radically alter 
traditional a g r i c u I t u r a 1 
methods. We, in fact, are wit
nessing now a minor revolu
tion in this country with the 
aerial application of herbicides 
and pesticides to crops such as 
maize and cotton. 

"I believe it is to the 
national credit that these new 
methods are being adopted so 
quickly in Rhodesia and. of 
course. it gives me special 
satisfaction that our investiga
tions on herbicides at Render
son have facilitated the use of 
herbicides in commercial agri
culture." 

Tribute was paid to the 
Pesticide Association of Rho
desia. 
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Building plans top 
R.$73m 

Building plans passed in the main 
towns last year have exceeded all 
previous records in money terms 
and show a 43 per cent. increase 
over 1969. 

According to figures in the Feb
ruary issue of the Construction 
Bulletin, plans passed for the main 
centres and their suburbs were 
valued at R.S68.5m and the total 
for the whole of the country was 
R.S73.8m. 

Of the plans passed in 1970, 58.6 
per cent. were for houses and flats, 
15.3 per cent. were for commercial 
buildings and 14.5 per cent. were 
for industrial buildings. 

Plans passed in Salisbury for 
houses and fiats for Europeans, 
Asians and Coloureds were valued 
at R.S29.6m and were for l 785 
houses and 523 individual flats. In 
Bulawayo, 481 houses and 28 flats 
with a total value of R.S6.7m were 
passed. 

Railways make a profit 

of R.$261 000 
The Rhodesia Railways made a 

net profit of R.S261 000 for the 
financial year ending June 30, 1970. 

This period marks the end of the 
third year since the birth of the new 
Rhodesia Railways and the Com
missioner, Lieut.-Colonel A. Leslie, 
in his annual report, points out that 
the net profit came after R.$2.764 
million had been spent on increases 
in salaries and wages. 

Despite the pressures of sanctions 
and complex operating problems 
there had been, in the three years, 
a remarkable increase of R.$8.59 
million in gross revenue earnings 
and the tonnage hauled had 
increased by 1.956 million tons. 

Jet aircraft: The Minister of Trans
port and Power, Mr. Roger Haw
lcins, told Parliament recently that it 
was the Government's policy to re
equip Air Rhodesia with jet aircraft 
as soon as it was possible. 

www.rhodesia.me.uk 



April, 1971 RHODESIAN COMMENTARY 

Primary education for all 
Government's aim 

• 
IS 

The Minister of Education, Mr. PbiWp Smith, told the House of 
Assembly that it was the policy of the Government to endeavour to provide 
a full coorse of primary education to all Africam who can reach a schooL 

Of those who completed this pri
mary course, it was the policy even-

An honour for 
Rhodesian 

geology 
Professor Geoffrey Bond, Ph.D. 

(Lood.), D.I.C., A.R.C.S., C.Eog., 
M.I.M.M.. F.G.S., F.G.S.(Am.). 
Head of the Department of Geology 
at the University of Rhodesia, was 
installed as President of the Geolo
gical Society of South Africa at a 
ceremony in Johannesburg on 
March 19. 

. Pro.fesso! Bond is a distinguished 
setentlst Wlth many scholarly publi
cations to his credit and is very well 
known in geological circles both in 
Southern Africa and overseas. 

He was awarded his doctorate by 
the University of London and from 
l946-1948 he was Keeper of Geology 
at the National Museum of Southern 
Rhodesia. From 1948-1949 he was 
a lecturer in geology at the Univer
sity of Hull. He then returned to 
Southern Rhodesia to his former 
post until his appointment as first 
Professor and Head of Geology at 
the University of Rhodesia. 

Questioned on what the appoint
ment as President of the Geological 
Society of South Africa meant to 
him, Professor Bond said, .. 1 am very 
proud of it. but I think it is more 
an honour for Rhodesian geology 
than for. ~e personally. It is really 
a recogrution of the tremendous acti
vity of the Rhodesian branch of the 
Society which has organized inter
national symposia and has been a 
very active part of the Geological 
scene in the whole of Southern 
Africa". 

~ally t~ take the best 12! per cent. 
mto seruor secondary schools for a 
four-year course and the next 37! 
per cent into junior secondary 
schools. 

At present, he said, the Govern
ment could only accommodate the 
best 25 per ceol in both types of 
secondary schools. 

The Minister said there were 
1 297 sponsored schools in the 
Tribal Trust Lands. 

During the last 10 years 3 500 
extra places had been made avail
able fC?r European children, 2 800 
for AsiaD and Coloured pupils and 
166 000 for African pupils. 

Invitation: The Mayor and 
Mayoress of Salisbury, Councillor 
"Tinker" Taylor and Alderman 
Ruth Taylor, have been invited to 
attend the official opening of Kim
berley's Centenary celebrations in 
mid-July. 

s 

Bulawayo Airport 
runway to be 

lengthened 
The Minister of Transport and 

Power, Mr. Roger Hawkins, told 
the House of Assembly recently that 
financial provision bad beeo made 
to enable a start to be made on 
lengthening the Bulawayo Airport 
runway and taxiway during the 
financial year 1972/73. 

He hoped, he said. that work 
could start during the second half 
of 1972 and be completed during 
the financial year 1973/74. 

The Bulawayo Airport would 
then be able to receive all the stan
dard international aeroplanes that 
would land there. 

'The Rhodesian Air Force recently 
took delivery of a second gift of 
a hydraulic self-loader from the 
East London branch of the Friends 
of Rhodesia in South Africa. Here 
tbe Deputy-Chief of Air Staff, Air 
Commodore Jobn Moss, tlumks MJ • 
Bob CorneD, chairman of the 
Friends of Rhodesia Trust, who 
made the presentation on behaH 

of tile braDda. 
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Faster service 
now possible 
A special ceremony was held at 

Salisbury station recently to mark 
the completion of the re-laying of 
the Bulawayo-Salisbury railway line. 
Work on the project began nearly 
five years ago. 

The re-laying of the line, which is 
287 miles long, was one of the 
largest civil engineering projects 
carried out in Rhodesia in recent 
years. Now trains will be able to 
travel faster and heavier loads 
carried. 

The new rail was laid in 480 ft. 
lengths and, once they had been 
laid, were welded into continuous 
lengths. The longest length of con
tinuous welded rail on the line is 
7.35 miles. 

The re-laying operation involved 
replacing the old 80 lb. per yard 
rails with the heavier 91 llb. per 
yard rails, and substituting concrete 
sleepers for tb.e hardwood type of 
sleepers. 

To allow welded rails to be used 
across bridges the steel spans were 
concreted-in, permitting the use of 
ballast and concrete sleepers. At 
level crossings the sleepers and 
ballast have been covered by 
specially designed concrete blocks 
which have provided a smooth sur
face for road vehicles crossing the 
track. 

RHODESIAN COMMENTARY 

Tbe duUnnao of tbe Railways 
Board, Mr. W. N. Wells (left), and 
tbe general manager of Rhodesia 
Railways, Mr. Trevor Wrigbt, fix 
chrome-plated fist fastners to the 

last length ol line. 

Welding on tbc last section of rail 
in the new relay line outside 

Salisbury Station. 
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Government to 
build office 

block 
The Rhodesian Government is to 

build a multi-storey office block in 
Salisbury and work will start next 
year. 

The building will be known as 
Earl Grey Building after an early 
Rhodesian Administrator and will 
be completed by the end of 1974. 

It will be 230 ft. high and cost 
between R.$3! million and R.$4 
million. It will have 20 floors on 
stilts to allow for about 60 parking 
bays. 

Inside, it is designed to have de
mountable partitions which will 
make every floor easily adjustable 
and the offices will encircle a central 
core containing the building's ser
vices. 

Apart from lifts. toilets. tea pan
tries and messengers' rooms. the 
central core will contain four "light 
weUs" which, in effect, will be four 
large chimneys open top and bot
tom which will act as natu:ral venti
lation shafts, drawing cool air in 
at the bottom and stale air off at 
the top. 

There will be eight lifts, four 
running from floor one to floor 11 
only and four express lifts running 
from floor one to floor 11 and then 
stopping at all floors above. 

Technique advice for 
smaller industries 

The Association of Rhodesian 
Industries (ARni) is pressing the 
Government to introduce a scheme 
to give the country's smaller indus
tries access to advice and informa
tion on modern techniques and to 
help them to become more efficient. 

A Press report quotes the chief 
executive of ARni, Mr. John Gray
lin as saying: "We envisage an in· 
dustrial department being set up by 
the Government to help indus
trialists." 
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Livestock imports 
and exports 

via Bulawayo 

The Department of Veterinary 
Services has announced that in 
future all livestock imported by rail 
from South Africa or exported by 
rail to that country, will undergo 
their quarantine detention tests at 
BuJawayo instead of Plumtree. 

The Department says that most 
cattle imported by rail from or 
exported by rail to South Africa 
have in the past been detained at 
Plumtree veterinary quarantine 
station for the necessary tests. 

Quarantine facilities and yards at 
lhe Bulawayo veterinary office have, 
however, been improved and en
larged and are now capable of 
accommodating all normal animal 
traffic. 

The decision to detain cattle im
ports and exports at Bulawayo 
quarantine yards instead of at Plum
tree, has been taken for reasons of 
economy, safety and convenience. 
In addition, animals will now be 
under the constant supervision of 
the professional staff in the Bula
wayo Office of the Department of 
Veterinary Services, which is im
portant when animals arrive in a 
distressed condition or develop 
sudden illnesses. 
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The Chairman of the Netherlands Bank of South Africa Ltd., Dr. F. J. C. 
Cronje (left), meets the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance, Mr. 
J. J. Wratball (centre). The Chairman of Neficbro and Scottish Rhodesian 

Fmance Ud., Mr. R. S. Walker, is on Mr. WratbaD's left. 

''A remarkable performance'' 
says banker 

Dr. F. J. C. Cronje, chairman of 
Netherlands Bank of South Africa, 
told the Institute of Directors 
recently that by ho1ding the rate 
of inflation down to only two per 
cent. over the past three years. Rho
desia had done much better than 
South Africa-and incredibly better 
than Britain. 

.. This is indeed a remarkable 
performance for an economy subject 

to sanctions. There must be a lesson 
in this for Britain and even for 
South Africa," he said. 

"The lesson seems to be that if a 
nation has a common purpose to 
ward off external threats and dis
ciplines itself to save and invest a 
large percentage of its income, it 
can achieve high rates of growth 
under exceedingly difficult cohdi· 
tions." 

Export of breeding cattle to Mo«;:ambique 
The Minister of Agriculture 

announces that as a result of a 
review of policy the export of live 
milk-tooth female breeding cattle to 
M~bique will be permitted. This 
relaxation in policy affecting the 
export of cattle will come into 
effect on April I, 1971, and should 
prove to be a boon to those farmers 
who presently have problems in dis
posing of this class of animal. 

The Minister, Mr. David Smith, 
emphasized that this measure will 
apply only in respect of M~-

bique. It has been ascertained that 
there is a demand in M~ambique 
for these animals for breeding pur
poses and that very stringent con
trol measures are in force to prevent 
breeding animals being slaughtered. 

The existing policy for the export 
of cattle on the hoof is that exports 
are permitted of registered animals 
provided that such exports are 
recommended by the Livestock Jm. 
provement Committee of the Minis
try of Agriculture after the necessary 
inspections had been carried out. 

The relaxation in policy will now 
also permit the export of other, non
registered, female animals for breed
ing purposes. Exports will be con
fined to milk-tooth animals, subject 
to inspection of the animals by a 
duly authorized person, and suitable 
identification of the animals con
cerned during inspection. Any costs 
attached to the identification will be 
borne by the parties concerned and 
a description of the identification 
will be noted on the export permit. 
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Detainees released on Tribunal's 
recommendation 

Six new air services 

Air Rhodesia has announced the 
introduction of six new services on 
April I between Salisbury and 
Johannesburg, Bulawayo and 
Johannesburg and Salisbury and 
Blantyre. 

Tbe Minister of Justice, Law and Order, Mr. Desmond Lardoer-Burke, 
told Parliament recendy that after recommendations by the Review Tribunal, 
two detainees bad been released, 11 released on permit and 95 retained in 
detention. 

The Minister said he had acted 
on all the recommendations made 
by the Review Tribunal which has 
been sitting since October. 

The Review Tribunal considered 
a total of 118 detention orders. 
Another 18 detainees did not submit 
applications for a bearing within the 
time allowed. 

The report said that in every case 
reviewed the Tribunal was satisfied 
that the initial detention orders 
made by the Minister were "soundly 
based and in the public interest." 

Release of a detainee-either fully 
or on permit-had been possible 
because of changed circumstances 
since the initial issue of the deten-

Encouraging immigration 
trends 

Rhodesia had the highest net gain 
of immigrants for 12 years in Feb
ruary. The net gain for February 
was 845, the highest net gain for 
any month for more than 12 years. 

Encouraging immigration trends 
have been apparent since the be
ginning of the year. In January, 
l 302 immigrants came into the 
country and in February, another 
1 255 arrived. 

New mines: The Minister of Mines, 
Mr. Ian Dillon, told Parliament 
recently that 256 new mines-most 
of them smallworkings - had con· 
tributed to Rhodesia's mineral pro
duction since January 1, 1969. 

In th~ U nltcd States; this material is liJ.d with 
the Dcparunent of Justice, where the required 
rqisuatlon Jtatcment, in tcmu of the Forcian 
Aacnts Realsttatlon Act, of the Rhodesian lnfor
motion Ollic:c, Wl McOiU Terrace. W&Jbin1ton. 
D .C., u an aJClcy of the Rbodeda M'mistry of 
Information, is available for inspection. Reaistn· 
tion does not indicate approval by the United 
Stotes Govcmmmt. 

tion order. or because the Tribunal 
had been satisfied there had been a 
genuine change in attitude. 

This brings the total number of 
services to South Africa to 46 and 
to Blantyre to 28 a week. 

ne Prelldeat of lbe Natloul Geograpldcal Society, Dr. M. Payae, ud 1111 
wife (left), and the VIce-President, Dr. L. Carmlchael, ud bJs wife, talt wltb 

tbe Prime Minister, Mr. Ian Smith, during their tour of Rhodesia. 

Visitors see Rhodes's Grave 
The President of the National 

Geographic Society, Dr. M. Payne, 
and the Vice-President (Research 
and Exploration), Dr. L. Car· 
michaeL with their wives, visited 
Rhodesia recently and during their 
tour spent time in Salisbury, Zim
babwe Ruins.. Bulawayo and the 
Victoria Falls. 

During their stay in Bulawayo, 
they visited the Mzilikazi Art and 
Craft Centre, an African craft and 

pottery works staffed by Africans 
under the aegis of the Bulawayo 
municipality. They also visited the 
Rhodes Matopos National Park, 30 
miles from Bulawayo, where they 
saw Nswatugi bushmen painted 
caves, and had lunch at the new 
luxury lodge at Maleme Dam. After 
lunch they visited the grave of Cecil 
John Rhodes at "View of the 
World" and then returned to Bula
wayo before departing in their 
chartered aircraft to Victoria Falls. 
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