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THE COLOSSUS tHar was RHODES

An Address to the Imperial Press Conference

By SIR JAMES McDONALD

I)I)RI-'.SSI_\'U the Imperial Press
C(.m\lcr_uncc delegates at the grave
of Cecil Rhodes in the .\i-.uup},g. on

“ebruary 14th, 1935, Sir James McDonald,
author of a life of Rhodes, made a very
interesting statement: “ You are stand-
ing this afternoon at the
l‘,nglishmm._ greater, | believe, than
most of us imagine.  Time alone will
provide the right perspective and enable
those who follow after us to gauge his
real worth. e
“Some years ago that well-known
German writer, Oswald Spengler, rather
startled us by the view expressed in that
remarkable book of his © The Decline of
the West.” Therein he stated thar the
man who would stand out as greatest in
the ages with which he was dealing was
an Englishman—Cecil Rhodes—whom
he regarded as a proper model for
our youth. He gave reasons for his
views, but it will be for the future to
show if he is right. Frequently I am
asked what 1 consider the chief feature
of Rhodes’s character and | have never
had any hesitation in replying it was
his indomitable tenacity of purpose. 1
now propose giving you a very brief

grave of a great

Still he would not despair and when-
ever he had the opportunity he spoke
publicly on the matter. ° Bcchu‘.m;aland.'
he said on one occasion, “i1s of extreme
importance to the whole future of this
colony. 1 look on that territory, that
bottle-neck, as the Suez Canal of the
trade of this countey, the kevr to its
road to the interior.” This was a typical
autterance of his at the time, but, no, Cape
politicians would not move. His con-
tinued vigorous arguments Were in vain.

“ He could not understand the men-
tality of these people but, though dis-
couraged, was not yet defeated. * Though
the mists of Table Mountain have come
down on them,” he said, *I will not give
in. | will find a way through.” Knowing
well thar Germany was after the country,
he wrote to, and interviewed, members
of the House of Commons and the
House of Lords, and again appealed 1o
the Imperial Government, which even-
tually, after much discussion, agreed to
take the country over, if the Cape
Government bore half the cost. Again
the latter declined to do anything and
Rhodes was told that the matrer was
definitely closed, but he would not have

survey of one part of the colossal work
accomplished by this great man.

“ (Cecil Rhodes reached Natal in 1870, 7
after 70 days passage. Two years afterwards he was in
Kimberjey and then began his dream of British expansion
to the north. _

“At that date the British boundary was only a few miles
bevond that town and it looked as if it would stay there,
For the first few vears after reaching Kimberley, Rhodes
devoted himself to consolidating his position in the
diamond ficlds, which he managed to do succcss!ullyt
despite the fact that during that period he rc‘mmcd I;fnnuall'\
for three vears to Oxford to complete !us_stucix_:.s for a

His long vacations were Spent in Kimberley
he worked as hard as any digger. From 1876
alk about the north and gather all
Id concerning it. He would spcuk_
of the great plateau, which he had heard of ;1_nd tnlkf:!i :_:1
with big-game hunters and lradr:r's-g_t]*c_:ulnm reputed to
be healthy and fit for settlement by W hites. =

“ We must secure it. It u:ould r{nkx u.p- l‘u!s.lfm; g?.;u\t.
for the lost American colonics. __\Iiu:'td.\:it e 2 S 3“
could the Cape Colony expand if e }: t:m lploif'rs." e
road to the north. [t must be done—K e e ":] R

and so had Germany. If something were not done
P 1d soon be oo late. As no one, not even
at once It \\:mlld help, it was disheartening, but he kept
Jameson, \.‘ m:lk o ‘;md decided, in 1880, when he was
on, never slac c.m,n-i;'r]u: Cape Parliament with the avowed
28 years ',’Id_'. w t,?l Lh;s powers to obtain the north for the
object of u""_‘gl‘l,md day out he 1wr5c\'clcd. but the Cape
f_lul'im“" fulz::i ::-, i‘;at‘t‘ anything to do with the proposals.

atly re :

degree.
where
onwards he began to
the information he cou

it so, and when Herr Luderitz, of
Bremen, who had established himself
at Angra Pequena in 1883, got the
German Government in 1884 to annex a great part of the
hinterland east of the very small area we had pre-empted
at Walvis Bay, he once more approached the Colonial
Ofhce.

* Meanwhile President Kruger had been active and two
small republics had been declared by some of his people
over large sections of lower Bechuanaland, namely,
Stellaland and Goshen. These straddled over the area
berween the Transvaal and thar claimed by Luderitz for
Germany.  Rhodes became more and more anxious and
kept moving from one end of the colony to the other,
speaking forcibly everywhere he went, at the same time
urging the Imperial Government to action. At last Great
Britain woke up and Rhodes was told to act and he suc-
ceeded 1n securing Stellaland.  President Kruger had, by
this time, annexed the republic of Goshen—in September,
1884. Rhodes’s persistence, however, won the day and
President Kruger was told he had overshot his agreed-on
boundary and the following month Imperial forces, num-
beting 5,000 men, marched north to Mafeking, when
President Kruger withdrew his proclamation.

* Gradually order evolved and, in September, 1885,
Bechuanaland was proclaimed a Crown Colony up to the
Molopo River, while in November of the same vear the
rest of the country north 1o 21 deprees of south latitude
was created a protectorate.  With help from no one, and
with many obstacles put in his way, this indomitable man
had managed half his stride and the border of what is now
Southern Rhodesia was reached.
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“Alone he fought the danger of Germany and frustrated
her intention to absorb all this Bechuanaland rterritory
and that which 1s now Rhodesia, as well as the Transvaal
and the Orange Free State, for in 1879 a German traveller,
Emst von Weber had proposed to Bismarck the creation
of a belt of German Empire stretching transversely right
across the continent from east to west.

“ Here are the very words of the document and 1 doubt
if either General Hertzog or General Smuts knows how
Rhodes saved the situation: “If) said von Weber, "a
European power were to succeed in bringing these countries
gradually together under its dominion, or at least under
its political influence, a kingdom would be won whigh,
in circumference as well as in the wealth of its productions
would not be second to the British Indian Empire.’

“*It was this free unlimited room for annexation in the
north, this open access to the heart of Africa, which prin-
cipally inspired me with the idea that Germany should
try, by the acquisition of Delagoa Bay and a subsequent
continual influx of German emigrants to the Transvaal,
to secure future dominion over this country and so pave
the way for the foundation of the German-African empire
of the futyee,”

i

d have happened if Rhodes had not
fore ? G:mrwpldhmhadmmg
the Cape would, in time, have been absorbed

therein, while the history of the past 25 vears would have
been very different. Rhodes had thus far achieved mach and
might casily have rested for a time, but he was not vet
satisfied and his main object in life continued to be the
acquisition of further territory in the highlands south of
the Congo State, which even then (1886), Germany, the
Transvaal and Portugal were all secking to secure.

“in ?.{“w'nf the work entailed in saving the Kimberley
diamond mines; on which the Cape Colony was then
living, from ‘utter collapse, helping to of up the great
gold mines on the Rand, establishing the fruit industry
of the Cape and giving his attention to scores of other
important undertakings, he organized expedition after
cxpuda‘mm‘ to the north and finally secured from the
Imperial Government, in 1889, a Roval Charter covering
all the territory now known as Southern and Northern
Rhodesia, over which he had, by degrees, obtained the
necessary rights. He had completed his stride and when
there was not another inch to be gained, he at once began
the development of the two Rhodesias, rcgardmﬁ" whichm
will be gathering much information during the next ten

days or so,

“ Beyond say

i Gl M'ﬂg that, in less than fifteen y

200 square miles to the I
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