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THE COLOSSUS THAT WAS RHODES 
An Address to t he Imperial Press Conference 

By SIR JAMES McDONALD 

DDRI. :-~1'\G th~.: lmpni.'l Prc" 
Cnnh.rencc ddegatt:~ .u tht.: ~ra\·• 
of \cell Rhode~ m rh~: \(awpm ,m 

Februan qth, '9'~· , 1r lam~:~ \lcDnn.1ld 
~uthor of .l ltfe of Rhode~. nud~.c J ,·en' 
mtert:~lln~ ~t.\!~.cment : " 'I nu art: ~t md 
mg thl' afternoon at the gran· of a ~rear 
l n~h<>h~1.1n, greater, 1 behen:, th:tn 
mo~t ot u' 1m:1~mc. T1mc alon~.: "111 
prondc the ught pcr<;pccti\C and l·nahk 
tho'e who iollo\\· after u5 to gaug~.: hi' 
real worth. • • 

" :-ome \car<; ago that well known 
(,crman w mer, Oswald !:-.penglcr, rather 
startled u~ b~ the ,·iew eJo.prcssed m that 
remarkable book of his ' The D ecline of 
the \\est.' Therein he srated that the 
man who would stand out J'> grcJtc't tn 

the agl5 wuh whtch he wa ... dcaltng wa ... 
an Lngltshman-Cectl Rhodes whom 
he regarded as a proper model for 
our vouth. lie ga,·e rca,on~ for In-. 
new,, but 11 wtll be for tht.: future m 
show 1f he ts right. Frequent!~ I am 
asked what I consider the ch1cf feature 
of Rhode5's character and I ha,·e ne,·er 
had any hesitation m replnng 11 wa5 
his tnd;>mltable tenacn\ of purpo~c. I 
now propose gi,·ing ~·uu a very brief 
survey of one part of the colossal work 
aecomph~hed by this great" man: 

"Cecil Rhodes reached i\atal tn 187o, 
after 70 days passage. Two years afterw~rds he was. in 
Kimber)e\· and then began hts dream of Bnush expanston 
l() the north. 

" \t that date the Bnrish boundarY "a~ onh· a few mtles 
berond that town and tt looked as 1f tt. ~,·ould sta~ there. 
F~r the first few years after. rea~htng _J-.:1mbe_r~ey, ~bodes 
devoted himself to consoltdarmg h1s posmon m the 
diamond fields, which he managed to do successfully, 
despite the fact that dunng that penod he rc~urned annual!) 
for three , ears ro Oll.ford to complete h1s. srud_r_cs for a 
de •rce. j 1 is long ,·acarions were spent tn K1mberle) 
wl~crc he worked as hard a~ an~ d1gKer. From 1876 

d I be ~n t<> talk :tbout the north and gathe. r all onwar s lC g~ 

I 
· r · n he could conccrmng 11. lie would speak 

t lfC hm.ormatiOI ~u which ht: had heard of and talked of 
0 t c <>reat p at~A , d d 

h b~;> hunters and tra cr<;-coumn· repute to 
wtt ~~-~ame I " .h 
I I I I . d fir for settlcmcnt >Y " ltes. 
>C lea 1 n an re lt · Jt would makt: up to some.: cl-. tent 

.. \\ e must 'ecu · ·· 1 ' 11 \merican colonic~. \\ crt.: we as eep . 0\\ 

for the lost Colom ell.pand 1f ~he d1d not possess the 
could the C;~pe h lr-musr be done· J..:ruger had Ius C\e 
road to the n~:d ·German\. If some1h1ng were not done 
on It .tnd so Id soon be roo btt. ,\, no one, not even 
at once 11 '~·ould help, 11 was dl'\hcartlntng, but he kept 
Jameson, '' ouk . qnd decided in , RRo, when he was 

• slac ·enlllg, d ' d on, ne\ er er the rape Parlt:~ment wuh the a\"OWt.: 
28 \C.1f' old, t<: ~~1

1 
hiS powers 10 obtatn thcc north for lht: 

obJc.:Ct of using d da\ out he.: pcrsnt:rt.:d, but the (ape 
I r Da\ 10 an · d I h I {.()on.· d. 1 ,·e :tnnhing w o wn 1 t e proposa s. 

flat!) rdu": to la . 

:-.nil hl "ould not Jc,p.1ir and wh~.:n­
en!r Ill had the opportunity he 'poke 
publtcly on the.: m.mer. • BechuanaLlnd: 
he 'a1d on one.; occ.t,ion, ' 1' of extreme 
Importance.: to thcc whole futurL ot thiS 
colom. 1 loo~ on th.u r<:rritnr., th:u 
bottle-neck, a' the ~uez Canal of the 
trade of thi' countr• • the ke•· ro 11' 

road w rhe intnaor: Thi' wa<> a t) p1c:1l 
uucrance of hi' :u thl· time, our, no, (..aJX 
pohuc1am would not mn' e. Hi~ con­
tinued n~orou' aq~umems were in ,-am. 

" lie could not undcrsund the men· 
taltt\ of rhc~t: people but, thou;.:h d1~ 
couragcd, \\ JS not \ t:t dcti.-ated. • Thou).:h 
the mi~r~ of T:thl.: \lountain ha,·e come 
down on them: he satd, 'I will not g1' c 
in. I wtll hnd J \\,\\ through.' Knmnn1-: 
well that (,ernum \, .1' aft~r the coumn. 
he wrote to, and tnternewed, membt.:r' 
of the Hou~e of Commons and the 
Hou-.e of I.ords, and agatn :tpp.:aJed to 

the lmpcrtll (,cn-ernmcnt, wh1ch C\·en· 
tually, after much dtscusston, agreed to 

take the country O\"er, tf the Cape 
GO\·crnmenr bore half the cos£. \gam 
the latter declmed ro do :tnythmg ' and 
Rhodes \\.lS told tlut the matter \\:1' 

ddiniteh· closed, but he would not ha,·e 
it so, "and when Herr Luderitz, of 

~ ' Brcmcn, who had cst:tbhshcd htm~clf 
at .\ngra Pequen:~ in 188 j, got the 

German Go,·ernmem in 1884 to annex :t great p:tn of the 
htnterland east of the ,·cry small area we h:td pre-empted 
:lt \\"ah·is Bay, he once more :tppro:tched the Colonul 
Ollicc. 

" \leanwhtle Prestdent K ruger had been acu,·e and t\\ o 
small republtcs had been decl:tred b) \Otne of his people 
over !:lrge sections of lower Bechuan:thnd, n:tmeh, 
~tcllaland and Goshen. These srr.tddlcd 0\·er rhe are.1 
between the Trans,·aal and tlut cl:umcd b' Ludcm7 for 
Germam·. Rhodes became more and more anxtous :tnd 
kept mo,·ing from one end of the colony to the orher, 
spcak1ng forc1bly e\·erywherc he wenr, at the ~ame urn~: 
urgmg the Imperial Government to actton. \t b'r Grc.lt 
Britain woke up and Rhode~ w.1s told to .lCt and he ,uc­
ceedcd m securtng !:>tellahnd. Prc~1dent Kru.,er had b, 
rh•s rime, annexed the repubhc of Go .. hen-tn "'. eptem,ber, 
•88+ Rhode,'s pe~istence, however, won the dJ\ lnd 
President Krugcr wa .. told he llJd onr,hot ht\ agr~.:t.:d·on 
boundan and the followmg month !mpenal furcc,, num­
benng 5 ,ooo men, marched nurth to \(afekin". when 
J>re~idcJH Krugcr \\'trhdrew hts procl:!marion. "' 

" G radualh order en1lwd .1nd, m September, 188 s, 
lkchuanaland wa\ procLIIml·d .1 ( 1(}\\ n Colony up to rhc 
\lolopo R 1\·er, wh1le In 'ovembl·r of the sJme ,·e:tr the 
re't of the coun1ry north to 21 degree.; pf south.latttudc 
was created a prorecwratt.: \\ 11h hdp from no one, .1nd 
"uh num ob,tacle' put 111 Ju, \\ .1\", tl11' tndomuabll nun 
hJd m.1naged half hts \trtlk· .tnd th~· b.>rdt.:r oi wh.u 1' no\\ 
~outhcrn Rh()de~1.1 wa~ r~~Jch~.:J. 
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" \lone ht foughr the dan~er of G ermany and frustrated 
her intention ro absorb all rhis Bechuanaland termon 
and rh at whtch ts now Rhodcsta, as well as the T rans\'aal 
and rt t. Oran~t f rt.t: St .. rt, for rn 1879 a German tra,·ellcr, 
Lrmr 'on \\ t.bt.r ,ad prop<N:d to Bismarck rhc crcauon 
of a bdr <>f Gt.rman l·mptrc \trcrchmg rrans,·crscly rrghr 
acwss tht conuncm from ca-;r to wcsr. 

" lien: arc the \'Cn' words of rhc documcm and I doubt 
si either (,ennal ll~rr:wg or Gtncral murs know~ how 
Rh<1d1..~ Sa\ t.d the iruarton : ' If,' said \'On \\ cbcr. ' a 
I· urorx-an p<J\\'t:r wert• to \UCCt.t.d in bringing thc~c count ne' 
Pr:.tduall) t<Jgtthcr under irs dominion, o r :n least under 
tts political tnliucncc, a kingdom would be \\'On whrch, 
tn Circumference as well as in rhe wealth oi ItS productton' 
,,.,Juld n•H he 'ccond to the British Indian l·mptre.' 

"• lt \\a~ thi' frtc unlimited room f()r annc:o..auon 111 the 
n•mh, thi' "pen at.c:c)s ''' th~o: hean c,C \fnca, wh1ch prm 
opally inspin:d mt With tht tdca that Gcrman) 'hould 
try, by the 3C<JUI\IIll>n ,,f l)dlJ.tO.I Lh) and a subsetluent 
ctmtinual influx 1Jf (, c.; rm:tn tmtgrant~ ro tlu: 'J rJns' :1.11, 
tiJ secure future J,,muw.n •ntr thts c:ountn and so pan 
rhc way ti,r the fi,unJali,,n ,,f the Gc.:rman-.\frican cmpirt 
of the futu re.' 

":--:uw what \\11uiJ h:l\c h:tppc.:ncd if RhoJcs had not 
been ro thl.' r.m:? (,crm:~n\' \\quid h:n c had her 1\fric.m 
empire and the Cape would: tn time, h:ae been Jbsorhc.:d 
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\IALCOL\1 FERGliSSO:-:. Esq. 

thereto, while the ht~tor~ of the past 25 years would hJ\c 
been \'Cn different. Rhodes had thus far achic,·cd much and 
mtghr cj~ih hJ\ c rc~tctl for a rime, bur he wao; nor H.t 

~attsfied and lm matn objccr rn life conrmucd cn lx the 
:tcquisrtton of further termon tn rhc highlands south of 
rhe Congo ~me, whtch e,·en rh en ( t 8 6), Gcrmam, rhe 
·1 ran\\ ul and Ponu~JI wcr~ all 'et: km~ ro 't:cure. · 

" In 'Pill of the· work cnratlctl 10 ).a\'tnK rht Ktmbt:rk\ 
dtamond Ollllt.S, on \\: 11Ch the ( lpe (;l\Om \\J' tht n 
h\ 111g, from Ulle'J c;o)l:tp,c, hdptn~ to open up thc .~rut 
g<_,IJ mmt·, on thc Rand, e'tablt~hmg the frun rndu,rn 
~~~ tht < .1.pc .tnd gl\ rng hi' am.:ntton to !>Core' of other 
tmponant undtn.tktng-., ht.: orgJnt7cd c:o..pedirion .tfta 
t·:o..pcdmon to tht: north and tinalh 'cturnl from the 
lmpntal (,o,unmtnt, rn 1889, J Ro\ .11 ( lurrcr rnH·nng 
.tll the tcrnton nm\ known J'> ~ourhcrn and '\orthnn 
RhOlk·,t.l, m cr '' hrch he h.td, 1)\ dcg rcc-;, obt.tllll'd rhe 
11tl'f..'S'>.If\ rwht\. I k luJ l"OmplctcJ ht' 'rridc .ltHI \\hen 
thc·rc \\ ·•' not :tnothcr mth 111 he g:ttncd, ht• .u onn· he·g.tn 
rhc Jc·,·doprntnt ol tht: two Rhouc'l.t'>, reg.1rd1ng '' htch )till 

\\Ill he tt .11 hutng tllUl h rnfornut ton dunng t h nc''t tc'tl 
dJ\' or"'· · 

" lk\ ond '·')in).' 1 h.u, rn le,, dun fifteen \car , Rhodes 
luJ .tddnl K ,ooc 'llll.trl mik~ to the Fmpin:, I nt:(:d ).;ll 

"" lurthu . Is 1t '" he \\ nndcrnl :u th.tt he \\ore lumself 
~~ut .1nd dtnl hdc•rl ht \\.l'.i 49 ? \ gr(';lt I 11)-;lishnun, 
mdcnl! '' 
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